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1.
Background to the Review
1.1
West Dunbartonshire Council conducted a full review of all its polling districts and polling places in Autumn 2018 and following a public consultation the Council approved the final scheme at its meeting on 19 December 2018.
1.2
Since then a number of alternative venues have become available to the Council to consider as polling places, some of which could be used in place of primary schools.
1.3
In both the European Parliamentary Elections in May 2019 and in the UK General Election in December 2019 portable mobile polling places were used at Dalmonach and Westbridgend as an interim solution.  The Council has already agreed that the new Dalmonach Nursery will be used as a polling place when it opens and that the Westbridgend Community Centre should be considered as a future polling place for that polling district once it has been built.  However, work has not commenced on the Westbridgend Community Centre and another venue in the area has been identified which would be more suitable than a mobile polling place.
2.
Factors in devising polling schemes

2.1
In devising the polling scheme, the Electoral Commission guidance suggests that the following factors should be taken into account:-


(a)
the convenience of the situation of the polling place for local electors:

(b)
the requirement to ensure that the polling place is accessible to voters with disabilities (statutory);


(c)
the capacity of the polling place in terms of the number of polling stations it can accommodate;
(d)
the general suitability of the polling place for electoral use;
(e)
adequate parking for electors and staff; and
(f)
suitable kitchen and toilet facilities for election staff who will be in the premises for 15 hours on polling day.

2.2
In recent years, the Council has sought to avoid using schools where possible.  However, in many cases, schools are still the most convenient and suitable locations for polling places.  In addition, in-service days have been scheduled to coincide with planned elections to reduce the impact on teaching time for children.  Nevertheless, the election team concluded that it was time to review those polling districts served by schools and where possible identify other alternatives for the Council to consider.  The election team were able to identify a number of alternatives for schools but were not able to find potential replacements for Goldenhill Primary School and Linnvale Primary School.
2.3
Ideally a polling place should be located within the polling district in which it serves and this is the case in the majority of polling places within West Dunbartonshire with the exception of Dalmuir Barclay Church Hall and Braehead Primary School, each of which serve two adjoining polling districts.
2.4
All of the existing polling places for the Leven, Dumbarton and Clydebank Central Wards are listed in Appendix A to this paper.  Maps showing the position of the existing polling places and any proposed new polling places are attached as Appendix B to this paper but can also be viewed on the Council website: http://www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/council/voting-and-elections.

3.
Accessibility

3.1
The accessibility of premises used as polling places has steadily improved over the years.  All the existing polling places have disabled access and any new polling place under consideration has been assessed for accessibility using the Electoral Commission guidelines.
4.
The Representations

4.1
In order to identify the various options which could be considered as part of this review, local members from the Leven, Dumbarton and Clydebank Central Wards were asked to submit their views on some of the initial proposals put forward by the election team and were invited to suggest other alternatives, if any.
4.2
The following options were presented in respect of the Leven Ward: 

Renton

Option 1 - Use the Carman Centre instead of Renton Primary School (LE7D)


Option 2 – Use the Carman Centre instead of both the Renton Primary School (LE7D) and St Martin’s Church Hall (LE6D) and merge the two polling districts into one.


Bonhill

Use a hall in Bonhill Church instead of Bonhill Primary School (LE10D).

Bellsmyre


Use the Cutty Sark Centre in place of the Bellsmyre School Campus (LE11D)

Lomond Gate/Townend (LE12D)

Use St Patrick’s Church Hall or Dumbarton Golf Club in place of Braehead Primary School (LE12D).
4.2.1
Comments were received from one elected member from the Leven Ward as follows:


1. Use the Carman Centre in Renton and then revert to the new School Campus in Renton when ready.

2. Keep at St Martin's Church Hall.

3. Keep at Bonhill Primary School.

4. Agree to switch to Cutty Sark Centre.

5. Keep at Braehead Primary School.

4.2.2
The election team agreed with using the Carman Centre in Renton in place of Renton Primary School and retain St Martin’s Church Hall given the distances some electors would have to travel to vote.  However, they recommend that the new school campus should not be used unless the Carman Centre proved to be unsuitable or was not available as a polling place.  Since the initial consultation with local elected members, the Carman Centre has advised that they are not able to accept any external bookings at present due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
4.2.3
The team also held the view that Bonhill Church should be used instead of Bonhill Primary School and both new venues should be reviewed in light of any comments received after their use in Scottish Parliamentary Elections in May 2021.  The election team supported the proposed change to the Cutty Sark Centre and that Braehead Primary School should continue to be used for voters in LE12D (Lomond Gate/Townend) due to the distances involved to travel for electors in the furthest parts of the Lomond Gate estate.
4.3
The following options were presented in respect of the Dumbarton Ward:


Townend/Barloan (DU17D)
Use St Patrick’s Church Hall in place of Braehead Primary School; and/or
Dumbarton East (DU19D)

Use St Patrick’s Church Hall in place of Knoxland Primary School (DU19D); and/or

Silverton (DU20D)

Use St Patrick’s Church Hall in place of St Patrick’s Primary School (DU20D).
Westbridgend (DU13D)


Use West Kirk Church Hall in place of the Mobile Polling Place at Westbridgend high flats car park.
4.3.1
Comments were received from two local members as follows:


St Patrick’s Church Hall is not particularly handy for the vast majority of residents that currently vote in St Patrick’s Primary or Knoxland Primary.  All residents will be required to walk further so such a step is not supported.  In addition, given that the next planned election is only 12 months away, and social distance requirements maybe very likely have to be implemented these two current polling stations should not be relocated to St Patrick’s Church Hall.

4.3.2 
The election team agreed with these comments on the basis of the distances involved for voters to travel and that St Patrick’s Hall was not located within either polling district.  Given that is has already been proposed that Braehead Primary School would be used for voters from LE12D it makes sense to also use it for voters from DU17D which has worked well in the past.
4.4
The following option was presented in respect of the Clydebank Central Ward:

Kilbowie (CC8C)
Use the Hub Community Centre in place of Kilbowie Primary School (CC8C).
4.4.1
One member commented on the proposal and supported the use of the Hub Community Centre.
4.4.2
The Election Team agreed with this comment.
5.
Conclusions and Recommendations

5.1
Having considered all of the issues highlighted above and the views of local elected members, I recommend that:
(a) if available, the Carman Centre is used instead of Renton Primary School (LE7D) with the school being the nominated contingency polling place;
(b) Bonhill Church (Angus Room) is used instead of Bonhill Primary School (LE10D);

(c) the Cutty Sark Centre is used in place of the Bellsmyre School Campus (LE11D);

(d) West Kirk Church Hall is used in place of the Mobile Polling Place at Westbridgend high flats car park (DU13D); and

(e) the Hub Community Centre is used in place of Kilbowie Primary School (CC8C).
5.2
Copies of the proposed polling place layouts for all of these proposed polling places are detailed in Appendix C to this document.

5.3
I welcome comments on the scheme and on these representations by local electors and interested individuals and organisations, particularly on disability and access issues.
5.4
I therefore intend to recommend that the Council adopts the recommendations of this report as its preferred polling scheme, subject to any improvements or alternative suitable suggestions arising out of public representations.  
5.5
Given the current Covid-19 pandemic and the uncertainty over the position at the time of the elections in May 2021, the Council is asked to agree that the Returning Officer has delegated authority to vary the polling scheme where an approved polling place is no longer deemed suitable due to the guidelines on social distancing in force at that time..
Joyce White
Returning Officer
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