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1 Introduction  

1.1 Background  

1.1.1 Stantec UK (Ltd) has been commissioned by West Dunbartonshire Council (WDC) to undertake 
a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the emerging WDC Climate Change Action 
Plan (‘the CCAP’). This Environmental Report (‘the ER’) documents the findings of the SEA 
carried out in respect of the CCAP. The introductory section identifies the purpose, objectives 
and structure of this ER. It then outlines core statutory requirements for undertaking SEA and 
provides a summary of the content and purpose of the WDC CCAP.  

1.2 Purpose and Objectives  

SEA 

1.2.1 The emerging CCAP is being developed as the main vehicle to implement the Council’s Climate 
Change Strategy (CCS) (2021) by driving climate and wider sustainability actions within both 
WDC itself and by relevant stakeholders across the WDC area. Once finalised and approved, 
the CCAP will identify a suite of specific actions to implement the thematic priorities and targets 
set within the CCS. The emerging CCAP will also influence how WDC will fulfil a range of 
statutory duties, satisfy stakeholder expectations and deliver public services. It therefore 
represents a strategic decision-making gateway for WDC and, for the reasons detailed in 
Section 1.4 – Statutory Requirements, a SEA now needs to be undertaken in tandem with 
developing the emerging CCAP.    

1.2.2 In addition to fulfilling statutory requirements prescribed within the Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005 (‘the 2005 Act’), the objectives of the SEA being carried out in respect of 
the emerging CCAP are to: 

 Provide a proportionate environmental evidence base to inform CCAP development;  

 Assess and enhance the effectiveness of the emerging CCAP, as the implementation plan 
for the West Dunbartonshire Climate Strategy (2021), in addressing climate risks and 
impacts; and,  

 Embed environmental considerations into WDC’s delivery of public services and future 
work.  This will include developing an SEA monitoring framework as an integral part of the 
SEA. 

1.2.3 These objectives emphasise that, notwithstanding the imperative of demonstrating statutory 
compliance, this SEA process is being used as a plan making tool. As such, the SEA seeks to 
inform, challenge, test and refine the emerging CCAP throughout its development to optimise 
environmental outcomes and overall plan effectiveness.  

Environmental Report 

1.2.4 The purpose of this ER is to document the findings of a SEA carried out in respect of the Draft 
CCAP, which has been prepared by WDC Climate Change Action Group (CCAG) with support 
from Stantec. In doing so, this ER responds to relevant statutory SEA requirements, considers 
the evolution of the emerging CCAP to date and presents an assessment of likely effects from 
the CCAP. As required by statutory SEA requirements, a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of this 
ER has also been prepared to summarise the key findings from the SEA.  

1.2.5 The main objectives of this report are to fulfil statutory SEA reporting requirements, to identify 
likely significant environmental effects from the CCAP and to identify mitigation or enhancement 
measures which should be incorporated in the final version of the WDC CCAP to enhance its 
effectiveness and environmental performance.  
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1.3 How to Comment on this Environmental Report  

1.3.1 This ER and the associated documents are being consulted on alongside the Draft CCAP for a 
period of 6 weeks. Details of how to participate in the consultation are provided on WDC’s 
website and, in accordance with statutory requirements, will be published in a local newspaper.  

1.4 Statutory Requirements  

1.4.1 The 2005 Act requires Responsible Authorities, including local authorities, to assess the likely 
significant effects on the environment of implementing relevant Plans, Programmes or 
Strategies (PPS), as defined within the 2005 Act. This assessment must also examine the likely 
significant effects of implementing reasonable alternatives to the PPS under consideration (i.e. 
the CCAP). The assessment will be carried out by following a staged process of reporting known 
as Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  

1.4.2 The emerging CCAP is considered to constitute a relevant and qualifying plan under Section 
5(3) of the SEA Regulations, meaning there was no option to exempt it from being subject to a 
full SEA. This is the case as the emerging CCAP satisfies all of the relevant statutory tests:  

 It is required to implement the existing West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Strategy1 and 
covers a range of specified areas including transport, energy, waste management, town 
and country planning and land use purposes;  

 Once approved, the CCAP will influence the activities of and delivery of public services by 
WDC, including to fulfil existing statutory duties. The CCAP specifically responds at a local 
level to the public body duties set out in Part 4 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 
and current greenhouse gas emission reduction targets set through the Climate Change 
(Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019; and. 

 By defining a suite of thematic actions including those relating to biodiversity, energy, land 
use, transport, development and regeneration, the emerging CCAP will influence how WDC 
and wider stakeholders across the WDC area, including developers, respond to the climate 
emergency. Actions to be specified within the emerging CCAP will therefore inform 
strategic decisions regarding planning, regeneration, infrastructure development and asset 
management, meaning that the emerging CCAP has the clear potential to influence or set 
the framework for future development consent of major developments.  

1.4.3 The need to undertake a full SEA of the emerging CCAP was set out within the WDC CCAP 
SEA Scoping Report, which was submitted to the SEA Consultation Authorities2 (‘the CAs’) via 
the Scottish Government’s SEA Gateway in March 2021. Responses received from the CAs 
supported this view and welcomed the intention to undertake a SEA as a means of helping to 
develop the CCAP.  

1.4.4 Under the 2005 Act, once the need for SEA has been established (see above) a three-stage 
process is required:  

 SEA Scoping (Section 5): Responsible authorities must provide the CAs with sufficient 
information to enable them to consider the proposed scope, level of detail and consultation 
period for an Environmental Report to accompany the emerging plan or programme under 
consideration. This requirement was fulfilled through the submission of the aforementioned 
SEA Scoping Report to the CAs in March 2021, with responses received from NatureScot 

 
1 For the purposes of Section 5(3) of the SEA Act, the CCS now constitutes an existing administrative provision. 
2 The SEA Consultation Authorities comprise NatureScot, Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). All correspondence with the SEA Consultation Authorities is made 
through the Scottish Government’s SEA Gateway. 
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and Historic Environment Scotland (HES) in late April 2021. Details of how these Scoping 
consultation responses have been addressed in this SEA are provided in Section 4.4; 

 Preparation of and Consultation regarding an Environmental Report: The relevant 
Responsible Authority must prepare an Environmental Report (ER) to “identify, describe 
and evaluate the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing” the emerging 
plan and its reasonable alternatives. The ER also needs to provide a “description of the 
measures envisaged concerning monitoring” of likely significant environmental effects from 
implementing the plan. Both the ER and associated emerging plan must be consulted on in 
tandem prior to the final approval of the plan. As above, the scope, level of detail and 
consultation period of the SEA should first be defined through a proportionate scoping 
process. Immediately following statutory SEA scoping, the SEA ‘assessment phase’ and 
preparation of an ER, including draft environmental monitoring framework, will take place in 
tandem with development of the Consultation Draft CCAP; and, 

 Preparation of a Post Adoption SEA Statement: Following modifications as necessary 
to respond to comments submitted regarding the Consultation Draft CCAP and associated 
ER, WDC officers will update the CCAP and then submit the finalised CCAP to the requisite 
WDC committee for approval. Following approval of the CCAP, a statement must then be 
prepared to set out, amongst other matters, how environmental considerations have been 
taken into account and how any likely significant effects of the CCAP on the environment 
(as predicted through this SEA process) will be monitored.  

1.5 Structure of this Report  

1.5.1 This remainder of this report is structured as follows: 

 Section 2 explains the background to the development of the CCAP and provides a 
summary of its proposed content and purpose; 

 Section 3 provides an analysis of baseline characteristics, the predicted evolution of the 
baseline in the absence of the CCAP, and a Review of other Plans and Programmes (RPP). 
The purpose of this section is to identify key environmental and sustainability issues which 
require consideration in the preparation of the Draft CCAP and in this SEA. The 
environmental baseline analysis is supported by a review of relevant environmental 
designations provided in Appendix A.  

 Section 4 provides an overview of the SEA process undertaken to date and explains how 
the SEA has been carried out for the Draft CCAP; 

 Section 5 explains how the SEA process has informed the preparation of the Draft CCAP 
and improved its environmental performance;   

 Section 6 presents the key findings of the SEA undertaken for the Draft CCAP. Detailed 
results from the SEA are also provided in Appendix C.  

 Section 7 identifies further mitigation and enhancement recommendations which should 
be considered post-consultation to enhance the clarity and environmental performance of 
the Draft CCAP prior to the finalisation of the plan; and, 

 Section 8 sets out the next steps in the SEA process and outlines potential monitoring 
arrangements. 
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2 Overview of the WDC CCAP 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 This section provides brief outline of the CCAP, including the approach adopted to prepare the 
document, it’s main objectives and an overview of the content of the Draft CCAP which this ER 
accompanies.  

2.2 Background to the WDC CCAP 

2.2.1 Published in January 2021, the West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Strategy: A Route Map 
for A Net Zero Future (hereafter ‘the CCS’) sets out an overarching target for the Council to 
achieve net zero emissions by 2045 in line with national targets and defines a suite of themes 
to develop and implement climate change actions (mitigation and adaptation). The CCS seeks 
to address risks and impacts both within the Council and those affecting communities and the 
environment across the West Dunbartonshire Council (WDC) area. 

2.2.2 WDC is now preparing an associated Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) to define a suite of 
tangible actions to implement the overarching CCS. As with the CCS, the CCAP is intended to 
drive a renewed focus on implementing climate mitigation and adaptation measures, extending 
beyond the direct activities of WDC itself to also address wider climate impacts generated or 
experienced across the WDC area. To date the CCAP has undergone initial development by 
WDC’s recently established Climate Change Action Group (CCAG) and is expected to be 
approved in final form by September 2021, thereby allowing publication ahead of the COP26 
Climate Summit to be held in Glasgow (November 2021).  

2.2.3 The emerging CCAP is being developed as the main vehicle to implement the CCS by driving 
climate actions (mitigation and adaptation) within both WDC itself and by relevant stakeholders 
across the WDC area. Once finalised and approved, the CCAP will identify a suite of specific 
actions to implement the thematic priorities and targets set within the CCS. The emerging CCAP 
will also influence how WDC will fulfil a range of statutory duties, satisfy stakeholder 
expectations and deliver public services. 

2.3 Purpose and Objectives  

2.3.1 WDC first prepared a Climate Change Strategy (CCS) in 2012 to implement the public bodies 
duties set out in Part 4 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 by outlining how the Council 
would fulfil climate mitigation, adaptation and reporting requirements. Throughout 2020 an 
updated CCS was prepared by WDC in response to the declaration of a climate emergency by 
the Scottish Government (2019), new mitigation and adaptation requirements set within the 
Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan 2018 – 2032 (updated 2020), and the enactment 
of higher and accelerated emissions reduction targets through the Climate Change (Emissions 
Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019. The new West Dunbartonshire CCS was approved by 
Councillors in December 2020 and published in January 2021. 

2.3.2 WDC is now preparing a new CCAP to define a suite of tangible actions to implement the new 
CCS. As with the CCS, the CCAP is intended to drive a renewed approach to mitigation, 
adaptation and wider sustainability actions in the context of the climate emergency. The CCAP 
aims to build upon existing work, including ongoing action to reduce the Council’s carbon 
footprint and enhance sustainability outcomes, by defining a suite of tangible thematic actions 
the Council will take over the next five years and beyond. It also seeks to update and consolidate 
existing relevant Council plans and strategies, including WDC’s Energy Strategy and Carbon 
Management Plan. 
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2.4 Preparation of the WDC CCAP 

2.4.1 The emerging CCAP is being prepared by WDC in the context of an evidence base that draws 
together detailed information about West Dunbartonshire and its characteristics, with a 
particular reference to the environment, population, operational activities and energy needs in 
the area. Preparation of the CCAP is being led by WDC’s Climate Change Action Group 
(CCAG), a cross-service body chaired by the Council’s Sustainability Team but involving senior 
management from each of the Council’s service areas to ensure shared responsibility for 
achieving targets and implementing the Council’s CCS. 

2.4.2 The Draft CCAP has been prepared in tandem with the Scoping and Assessment phases of the 
SEA process. The plan is structured around the nine topic based themes and targets previously 
identified within the Council’s CCS, alongside an additional overarching theme which sets out 
co-ordinating actions. Following initial generation of potential actions for possible inclusion 
within the CCAP, preparation of the Draft CCAP involved: 

 Review of the Council’s CCS to confirm the parameters which any proposed thematic 
actions would need to be developed within in order to constitute a ‘reasonable alternative’ 
option for potential inclusion within the CCAP;  

 Two workshops led by Stantec with the Council’s CCAG. The first workshop focused on 
sifting a long-list of possible thematic actions within each CCS theme, refining their scope 
and identifying priority actions which could be delivered within three years from CCAP 
approval. The second workshop considered how proposed thematic actions would be 
implemented, including by identifying resourcing and stakeholder engagement 
requirements; 

 Meetings between the Council’s Sustainability Team and senior officers in each service 
area to confirm arrangement for the implementation of thematic actions assigned to each 
service; and, 

 ‘Critical friend’ reviews of each iteration of the emerging Draft CCAP by the SEA project 
team to address uncertainties and weaknesses and to identify opportunities to enhance the 
clarity and effectiveness of the document. In consequence, the SEA reported in this ER 
concludes that the final version of the Draft CCAP is likely to generate multiple significant 
beneficial environmental effects, with no significant adverse effects considered likely. As 
all pre-assessment mitigation recommendations made by the SEA project team have now 
been incorporated into the Draft CCAP, only a small number of further recommendations 
have been identified through the assessment phase as detailed in Section 7. 

2.5 Form and Content of the Draft CCAP  

2.5.1 The Draft CCAP sets out a range of actions for WDC to address climate change mitigation, 
climate adaptation and wider sustainability issues in accordance with the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009 and associated legislation. These actions are grouped around a set of 
nine topic based themes pre-determined by the Council’s CCS (2021), alongside an additional 
overarching theme which sets out co-ordinating actions for the Council’s CCAG: 

 Overarching  

 Energy, Water & Assets 

 Housing 

 Waste & Circular Economy 

 Sustainable Travel 
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 Sustainable Procurement 

 Biodiversity, Landscape & Greenspace 

 Climate Impacts, Risk & Adaptation 

 Schools & Education 

 Communities & Health 

2.5.2 Within each theme three broad types of thematic actions have been developed for inclusion 
within the CCAP, with these actions forming the main substantive components of the Draft 
CCAP at this stage: 

 Operational and infrastructure actions: implementation of policies and projects to directly 
achieve the Council’s decarbonisation targets and enhance climate resilience in the 
delivery of WDC’s services; 

 Transport, planning and environmental management actions: implementation of policies 
and projects to indirectly support climate change mitigation and enhance climate resilience 
for stakeholders across the WDC area; and, 

 Decision-making actions: development of tools, monitoring frameworks, procurement 
approaches and governance arrangements to embed climate action within the Council’s 
decision-making processes.  

2.5.3 Each substantive component of the emerging CCAP (i.e. each proposed thematic action) has 
been subject to SEA in line with the approach set out in the SEA Scoping Report. Likely 
significant effects from each of these components have been assessed through the SEA 
process as reported in this ER.  
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3 Environmental and Policy Context  

3.1 Introduction  

3.1.1 This section summarises relevant baseline environmental characteristics (including 
environmental problems and protection objectives), considers the evolution of the baseline in 
the absence of the CCAP and notes the relationship between the CCAP and other qualifying 
plans, policies and strategies.  

3.2 Relevant Environmental Information  

3.2.1 Based on the WDC CCAP SEA Scoping Report (March 2021), Appendix A presents a review 
of the key environmental issues which have informed the development of the Draft CCAP. As 
stated within the SEA Scoping Report, in accordance with Section 14(4) of the 2005 Act this ER 
defers to relevant regional and national baseline and policy review information recently 
presented within the Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan 2018 – 2032 (updated 
December 2020) and the Draft Glasgow City Region (GCR) Climate Adaptation Strategy (CAS) 
SEA Environmental Report (November 2020). This avoids repeating extensive regional and 
national level environmental information which would add little to this SEA; instead, the 
implications of recent regional and national level work are summarised below before relevant 
local issues are addressed, with supporting local baseline information provided in Appendix A.  

3.2.2 A summary of the key environmental issues identified through SEA Scoping which need to be 
considered within this SEA of the Draft CCAP is provided in Table 3.1 below. The 
identification of key environmental issues has also been informed by consideration of the likely 
evolution of baseline conditions in the absence of the implementation of the CCAP.  
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Table 3.1: Key Environmental Issues Relevant to this SEA 

Theme SEA Environmental Aspects Key Issues 

Air and Climate Climatic Factors 
Air Quality 

 The need to mitigate the effects of climate change through the decarbonisation of West Dunbartonshire 
Council’s operations. Reducing the operational carbon footprint will require reducing emissions from 
buildings, operational vehicle fleets, transport (fleet services and staff), council housing and waste 
management. 

 The need to adapt West Dunbartonshire Council’s infrastructure and operations to the impacts of climate 
change, achieve operational net zero emissions, support increased renewable energy generation and 
utilise land resources to sequester carbon. 

 The need to ensure that the built environment and infrastructure is resilient and adaptable to the effects 
of climate change, taking account of area specific needs. 

 The need to ensure that ecosystems and the natural environment are protected and enhanced. 

 The need to minimise the emissions of air pollutants. 

 The need to safeguard and improve air quality, including through addressing areas with poor air quality. 

 The need to monitor air quality to understand the potential impacts on human health and the environment.  

 The need to minimise or mitigate impacts on air quality.  

Physical 
Environmental 

Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna, Soil, 
Water, Cultural Heritage, 

Landscape 

 The need to conserve, protect and enhance biodiversity including important species and sites designated 
for reasons of biodiversity conservation or ecological importance.  

 The need to safeguard and enhance the marine environment and to maintain and enhance connections 
between designated sites and habitats.  

 The need to protect and enhance ecosystem resilience in response to key environmental pressures and 
work towards the achievement of defined conservation objectives.  

 The need to encourage and/or facilitate development on previously developed brownfield land. 
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Theme SEA Environmental Aspects Key Issues 

 The need to maximize the efficient use of available land and prioritise the redevelopment of brownfield 
land. 

 The need to safeguard geodiversity and to remediate areas of known contamination. 

 The need to minimise soil erosion and protect soil quality. 

 The need to protect, enhance and restore important soil resources, including peatlands., particularly in 
response to climate change impacts 

 The need to protect and enhance the quality of water resources and the water environment, including the 
protection of waterbodies and wetlands.  

 The need to eliminate contamination sources which harm the water environment and regulate pollution 
discharges from new developments into receiving watercourses.  

 The need to ensure the maintenance, development and enhancement of drainage infrastructure.   

 The need to provide adequate flood defence infrastructure in areas identified by national, regional and 
local policy at increased risk of flooding and coastal erosion. 

 The need to prepare, protect and mitigate against the impacts of climate change including river and surface 
water flooding events across West Dunbartonshire. 

 The need to preserve, protect and enhance cultural heritage assets and their settings. This includes assets 
within the natural environment which have been shaped by land management practices. 

 The need to protect and enhance landscape character, townscape character, key views and visual 
amenity. 

Socioeconomics 
Population (including relevant 

socio-economic issues), Health, 
Material Assets 

 The need to adapt West Dunbartonshire Council’s infrastructure and operations to the impacts of climate 
change, achieve operational net zero emissions, support increased renewable energy generation and 
utilise land resources to sequester carbon. 
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Theme SEA Environmental Aspects Key Issues 

 The need to deliver a sufficient good quality and well-located infrastructure to meet a range of identified 
needs in West Dunbartonshire. 

 The need to deliver a sustainable programme of infrastructure improvements in line with projected 
population growth, particularly in areas projected to have the largest increase in population and associated 
requirements for housing development.  

 The need to enhance all aspects of the health and wellbeing of the population, particularly with regard to 
climate change impacts.  

 The need to address infrastructure requirements in areas of deprivation to support the provision of new 
housing and employment opportunities.  

 The need to create healthy and liveable urban environments.  

 The need to ensure sufficient infrastructure capacity to meet existing and future needs of West 
Dunbartonshire’s population.  

 The need to maximise the efficient use of land, natural resources and existing infrastructure. This includes 
the need to prioritise the redevelopment of brownfield land, the re-use and recycling of materials, and the 
minimisation of waste sent to landfill.  

 The need to develop a programme for new or enhanced infrastructure to address existing capacity 
constraints and take account of relevant environmental issues.  
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3.3 Review of Plans, Programmes and Strategies  

3.3.1 In accordance with the 2005 Act, a review of the relationship between the emerging CCAP and 
other relevant plans and programmes (including legislation, policies and strategies at all spatial 
scales) has been carried out, taking account of the findings of a comprehensive policy review 
recently provided in Appendix B of the GCR CAS ER (November 2020). This identified key 
requirements, objectives and priorities of relevant plans and their implications for both the 
emerging CCAP itself and for this SEA.  

3.3.2 The SEA ER which accompanied the Draft GCR CAS recognises that as climate change will 
have impacts across all sectors of the City Region’s economy, society and environment, the 
GCR CAS needs to influence regional and local level policies, plans and actions to ensure they 
adequately account for the need for resilience to future climate change. The GCR CAS SEA 
therefore identified higher level policy requirements which the WDC CCAP needs to respond to 
at the local level.   

3.3.3 The West Dunbartonshire CCS (2021) sets out an overarching target for the Council to achieve 
net zero emissions by 2045 in line with national targets and defines a suite of nine topic based 
themes to develop and implement climate change (mitigation and adaptation) and wider 
sustainability actions. The CCS seeks to address risks and impacts both within the Council and 
those affecting communities and the environment across the WDC area. It sets out an annual 
emissions reduction pathways and notes that to achieve net zero by 2045 WDC will be required 
to:  

 Achieve a 3.5% annual reduction (versus 2012/13 baseline) every year up until 2030/31; 
and then,  

 Achieve a 2.6% annual reduction (versus 2012/13 baseline) every year after 2030/31 (up 
to 2045/46). 

3.3.4 From the GCR CAS ER and a further review of relevant plans and strategies undertaken for this 
SEA, it is clear that in addition to implementing the CCS, the emerging CCAP should:  

Climate Action 

 Support the achievement of national and international climate change mitigation targets 
and adaptation requirements.  

o Agreed at COP21, the Paris Agreement commits signatories to reducing global 
greenhouse gas emissions with the long-term goal of withholding a temperature 
increase by no more than 2%. In addition, the Cancun Adaptation Framework 
recognises that adaptation required to given same priority as mitigation including 
reducing vulnerability and increasing resilience.  

o At the UK level, action to tackle climate change is underpinned by the Climate Change 
Act (2008) as amended by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target Amendment) 
Order 2019. This legislation now requires a legally binding 100% reduction by 2050 in 
the UK’s net CO2 account - covering all six Kyoto Protocol GHG - compared with 1990 
levels, resulting in ‘net zero carbon’ emissions. The 2008 Act also established a rolling 
system of statutory five-year carbon budgets to ensure steady progress towards the 
2050 emissions reduction target. 

o At the national level, the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 in tandem with the 
Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019 sets out an 
ambitious climate change mitigation and adaptation framework. Headline targets are to 
achieve a 70% net reduction in emissions nationally by 2030, a 90% reduction by 2040 
and a 100% reduction (i.e. for Scotland to become net zero carbon) by 2045.  
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 Align with relevant existing and emerging policies and proposals within national, regional 

and local plans and strategies related to climate change: 

o The Scottish Energy Strategy (2017) sets a target for the equivalent of 50% of the 
energy for Scotland’s heat, transport and electricity consumption to be supplied from 
renewable sources by 2030; 

o Due to timing reasons, the GCR CAS ER did not refer to the Scottish Government’s 
Position Statement on Scotland’s Fourth National Framework (NPF4) (November 
2020). NPF4 will supersede both NPF3 and the current Scottish Planning Policy 
(revised 2021), becoming part of the statutory Development Plan once finalised in 2022. 
Climate change action is intended to form an important pillar of NPF4 with the Position 
Statement setting out that the planning system will need to be rebalanced to make 
climate change a guiding principle for all plans and decisions. The Draft NPF4 is 
expected to be published in Autumn 2021 in advance of COP26. 

o The emerging CCAP must support the delivery of the final GCR CAS and associated 
action plan (publication expected Spring 2021, i.e. during this SEA process);  

 Aim to reduce greenhouse gases to the levels required by the Paris Agreement 2015 which 
aims to hold the increase in global average temperatures ‘well below’ 2°C.  

 Support the implementation of the finalised West Dunbartonshire LDP2 Proposed Plan 
(once formally adopted). The LDP2 does not have a specific climate change policy or 
chapter, rather the document sets out that climate change issues are embedded in all 
components of the plan. Components of the policy framework of relevance to climate action 
include that the LDP2: 

o Directs new developments to sustainable locations which are easily accessible to public 
transport to reduce the use of the private car;  

o Requires that the layout, design and construction of new buildings are high quality, 
sustainable and suited to the climate and location and that development proposals 
demonstrate sustainable design which reduces carbon emissions in the construction 
and end use;  

o Requires buildings to be energy efficient with low and zero carbon technologies should 
be installed wherever appropriate;  

o Requires proposals to demonstrate that a green infrastructure first approach to 
development is undertaken;  

o Provides safeguards for carbon rich soils and peatland from inappropriate development 
due to their importance as carbon sinks;  

o Supports the achievement of national renewable energy targets, including heat and 
electricity from renewable sources whilst giving due consideration to environmental, 
community and cumulative impacts;  

o Requires green infrastructure to be integrated into development proposals; and, 

o Directs development away from areas at risk of flooding, or if proposed requires any 
potential flooding issues to be identified at an early stage and appropriate mitigation 
incorporated into the development.  
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 Inform the development and subsequent implementation of the following relevant Council 
plans and strategies (each of which is likely to be supported by an action plan): 

o Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

o Asset Strategy; 

o Biodiversity Strategy; 

o Active & Sustainable Travel Strategy;  

o Community Engagement Strategy; and 

o Waste Strategy.  

Wider Issues 

 Support the delivery of other relevant plans and strategies (both climate change specific 
components and all other relevant aspects): 

o At the national level this includes the Scottish Government’s Infrastructure Investment 
Plan (2021), Climate Change Plan 2018 – 2032 (updated 2020), Energy Strategy 
(2017), Economic Action Plan (2019) and National Transport Strategy 2 (NTS2) (2021); 

o At the regional level this includes the emerging new Regional Transport Strategy for the 
West of Scotland, the emerging Clydeplan Regional Spatial Strategy and the emerging 
Clyde Regional Marine Plan. 

 Ensure the ability of WDC assets to adapt to the impacts of climate change, particularly 
with regard to predicted increases in sea-level, surface water flooding and temperature.  

 Ensure the avoidance of likely significant adverse effects from the implementation of the 
CCAP on sites designated at international and national levels for reasons of biodiversity 
conservation or ecological importance. 

 Minimise and appropriately mitigate likely adverse effects on sites designated at the local 
level for their ecological importance. 

 Ensure the ongoing monitoring and reduction of carbon emissions from WDC’s operations, 
taking account of procurement and supply chain activity.  

3.3.5 Identified key environmental issues (Table 3.1) and key policy issues (listed above) all need to 
be addressed within the emerging CCAP to effectively response to the climate emergency allow 
the CCAP to contribute to the delivery of sustainable development.  The SEA process should 
help to test and refine the emerging CCAP throughout its development to achieve this.  

3.4 Predicted Evolution of the Baseline in the Absence of the Emerging CCAP  

3.4.1 The emerging CCAP is being developed to the implement the public body duties set out in Part 
4 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and in response to current greenhouse gas 
emission reduction targets set through the Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) 
(Scotland) Act 2019. The absence of the CCAP would therefore prevent WDC from 
implementing the Council’s CCS and thereby from achieving the target of generating net zero 
emissions by 2045 (and associated interim emissions reduction targets). This would limit the 
contribution made by the Council as well as the ability of communities and businesses across 
the WDC area to help achieve statutory national targets: 



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

19 
 

 70% net reduction in emissions nationally by 2030; 

 90% reduction by 2040; and, 

 100% reduction (i.e. for Scotland to become net zero carbon) by 2045.  

3.4.2 As the emerging CCAP also sets out climate adaptation measures (in accordance with statutory 
duties for public bodies) and wider actions to tackle key sustainability issues across West 
Dunbartonshire, in the absence of implementing the document both WDC as an organisation 
and communities and the environment across West Dunbartonshire would have less resilience 
to accommodate the inevitable impacts of climate change at a local level. By not undertaking a 
wide range of actions proposed within the CCAP, WDC and communities across West 
Dunbartonshire would also have less capacity to tackle wider sustainability challenges and 
improve both physical environmental quality and quality of life at a local level, including in 
relation to addressing areas which currently suffer from poor air quality, waste generation, traffic 
congestion, pollution, key determinants of health, societal inequalities and placemaking. 

3.4.3 With reference to the environmental aspects listed in Schedule 3 of the 2005 Act, Table 3.2 
below outlines the expected evolution of the baseline environmental position in the absence of 
the implementation of the emerging CCAP. 
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Table 3.2: Evolution of the Baseline Scenario in the Absence of the Emerging CCAP 

SEA Regulation 
Topics 

Possible Changes without the Emerging WDC CCAP 

Air Quality & 
Climatic Factors  

If the CCAP is not implemented it is likely that demand for, and use of, motorised forms of transport reliant on fossil fuels would increase in the 
WDC area, whilst opportunities to encourage modal shift to walking, cycling and public transport would be missed.  
 
In the absence of a significant shift towards the use of electric vehicles  
the resulting increase in traffic would increase fossil fuel combustion, carbon emissions and local atmospheric pollution, in particular greater 
release of particulate matter. This would act against wider policy efforts to decarbonise key economic sectors including transport mitigate climate 
change. It could also lead to worsening air quality. 
 
As a result, despite relatively good existing air quality levels, in future WDC could fail to meet their duties in relation to climate change mitigation 
and adaptation and could be required to designate Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) to address areas of poor air quality. Sustained 
breaches of European air quality limits could also trigger fines being imposed on the UK and Scottish Governments and WDC. 
 

Biodiversity, Flora 
& Fauna  

The impacts of climate change are likely to have a negative effect on biodiversity, flora and fauna through an increase in extreme weather events 
and rising sea levels.  
 
Without the emerging CCAP it is likely that the West Dunbartonshire area will experience worsening air quality through increased carbon 
emissions, increased requirement for new development and infrastructure rather than prioritising retrofit and maintenance and inappropriate 
management of land and soil resources all of which would impact on species diversity and diversity with a resultant negative impact on 
biodiversity, flora and fauna across the area.  
 

Water  
Without the emerging CCAP it is unlikely that strategies to reduce water consumption and better manage would be developed and implemented. 
Without these there will be pressure on water resources and the quality of the water environment could be adversely affected.  
 

Land & Soil  

To meet identified needs and facilitate economic growth within the WDC area there will be a requirement for new development and infrastructure, 
in the absence of the emerging CCAP opportunities to prioritise the use of brownfield land and re-use, retrofit and maintain existing buildings 
could be missed. The result could be the unnecessary use of greenfield sites to accommodate new development and construction of such 
development could lead to land contamination and soil erosion and the loss of locally important agricultural land.  
 

Health  

If the emerging CCAP and its actions to encourage and facilitate the use of more sustainable modes of travel and reduce emissions are not 
implemented, and significant increases in both physical activity and active travel are not achieved, various health issues including obesity, 
inactivity and poor air quality will continue to affect the population, causing increases in ill-health and potentially a reduction in life expectancy.  
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SEA Regulation 
Topics 

Possible Changes without the Emerging WDC CCAP 

Population  

The absence of the emerging CCAP could result in West Dunbartonshire residents being vulnerable to the impacts of climate change including 
more frequent extreme weather events and flooding from sea-level rise. Without the CCAP areas of green open space for recreation and exercise 
could be at risk and the potential to create healthy and liveable urban environments could be lost.  
 

Cultural Heritage  

To allow West Dunbartonshire to adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change and reduce emissions there will be a need to introduce 
energy efficiency measures and renewable energy technologies into all new and existing buildings, with the emerging CCAP it might not be 
considered necessary to introduce these measures into historic assets and those buildings would remain with poor energy ratings and negatively 
contributing to efforts to reduce emissions.  
 

Landscape  

To meet identified needs and facilitate continued economic growth there will be a requirement for new development and infrastructure, in the 
absence of the emerging the CCAP this could occur unnecessarily on greenfield sites rather than prioritising brownfield development and re-use 
and retrofit of existing buildings. Construction of new development could have a significant impact on the landscape character of the WDC area, 
especially if additional new development were to be concentrated in high landscape value areas.  
 
Without the CCAP rates of waste generation and the volume of waste going to landfill would likely increase as would pollution from plastic and 
litter which would impact negatively on the landscape.  
 

Material Assets  

Without the emerging CCAP it is likely that infrastructure would be at risk from extreme weather events and sea-level rise. Without considering 
the impact on climate from new development it is likely that new infrastructure development would be sited in locations that are not the most 
suitable options in terms of being exposed to climate related risks and climate change mitigation and could result in unsustainable development.  
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4 The SEA Process 

4.1 Introduction  

4.1.1 This section provides an overview of the SEA process which has been undertaken to date for 
the emerging WDC CCAP.  

4.2 SEA Purpose and Objectives  

4.2.1 In accordance with the 2005 Act, the purpose of SEA is to identify, assess and evaluate the 
likely significant environmental effects of a qualifying plan, programme or strategy. A key 
objective of SEA is to enhance the environmental and wider sustainability performance of a plan 
or programme. This is achieved through identifying any likely significant effects from 
implementation of the plan or programme as drafted, proposing mitigation measures to address 
any identified significant adverse environmental effects, and identifying enhancement measures 
to improve the overall performance of the plan or programme. As such, SEA is an integral part 
of good policy development and should not be viewed as a separate or retrospective activity.   

4.3 Addressing Statutory Requirements  

4.3.1 To satisfy statutory requirements, it is necessary for this SEA report to provide certain 
information. The approach to addressing relevant requirements is shown in Table 4.1 below. 
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Table 4.1: Requirements of the 2005 Act and how they are met through this SEA ER 

SEA Requirements Section Reference 

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and relationships with other relevant plans and 
programmes. 

Section 2  

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of 
the plan or programme. 

Section 3 and Appendix A 
c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected. 

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme 

e) The environmental protection objectives, established at international, community or national level which are relevant 
to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into 
account during its preparation.  

Section 3  

f) The likely significant effects on the environment Section 6 and Appendix C 

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as fully as possible, offset any significant adverse effects on the 
environment of implementing the plan or programme. 

Section 5 and 7 and 
Appendix C 

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with and a description of how the assessment was 
undertaken, including any difficulties encountered in compiling the required information. 

Section 4 

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring.  Section 8 

j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings. 
Refer to separate Non-
Technical Summary SA 

Report 

k) Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into account in decision-making. Sections 1, 4, 5 and 7 
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4.4 Approach to SEA  

SEA Project Team  

4.4.1 The SEA of the emerging CCAP is being undertaken independently by Stantec UK Ltd (Stantec) 
on behalf of West Dunbartonshire Council. The consultant team involved in carrying out the 
SEA is therefore independent of the CCAP preparation team within WDC, which helps to ensure 
the objectivity of the SEA.  

4.4.2 Stantec has provided drafting and technical support to WDC as required to support the 
preparation of the Draft CCAP and regular discussions have been held with WDC Officers 
throughout the process of preparing the Draft CCAP. This has allowed informal and early 
feedback of key issues and amendments to take place to strengthen the CCAP as it develops.  
Further details of how the SEA process has informed the preparation of the Draft CCAP are 
provided in Section 5. 

Previous SEA Reporting  

4.4.3 The only previous stage of SEA undertaken in respect of the emerging CCAP was the 
preparation and consultation on an SEA Scoping Report. This was prepared by Stantec on 
behalf of WDC and submitted to the Scottish Government’s SEA Gateway in March 2021. The 
SEA Consultation Responses to the Scoping Report were duly received in April 2021.  

4.4.4 The main purpose of the SEA Scoping Report was to confirm the need to undertake an SEA 
and identify a proposed SEA Framework to assess in a systematic way the likely environmental 
effects from all components of the emerging WDC CCAP. This Framework comprises a series 
of sustainability objectives and guide questions regarding identified socio-economic and 
environmental issues of relevance to West Dunbartonshire which may affect (or be affected by) 
the emerging CCAP together with other relevant PPS. The SEA objectives are accompanied by 
a set of guide questions and criteria to enable assessment of proposed policies and 
interventions (i.e. the emerging WDC CCAP components) as well as any identified reasonable 
alternatives. 

4.4.5 The overall approach to SEA and the SEA Framework were amended to take account of 
Scoping consultation responses, as detailed in Table 4.2 below. 
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Table 4.2: Summary of Scoping Consultation Responses and Changes  

SEA 
Consultation 
Authorities 

Summary of Comments WDC Response 

NatureScot 

Content with scope and level of detail proposed for the 
Environmental Report (ER). 

Welcomed and noted.  

Satisfied with coverage of the main environmental topics 
associated with the Action Plan and that they are all 
scoped in. 

Welcomed and noted.  

Content with the proposed 6 week consultation period. 
Welcomed and noted. In accordance with Section 15(3) of the 2005 Act the intention of 
WDC to proceed with a 6-week consultation period for this ER was advised to the 
Scottish Ministers via the SEA Gateway in early June 2021. 

Inclusion in the Scoping Report of a more detailed list of 
identified and relevant plans, policies and programmes 
and strategies, where links are explained, would be 
useful.  

The purpose of the SEA Scoping Report was to provide the context for and seek the 
views of the SEA CAs on the proposed scope, methodology, consultation 
arrangements and level of detail required in undertaking a proportionate and robust 
SEA of the emerging CCAP. As all of these matters have been agreed with the CAs it 
is not necessary to amend and re-publish the SEA Scoping Report, as doing so would 
not alter the identified key environmental issues nor the scope or  methodology 
adopted to assess the likely significant effects of the emerging CCAP.   
 
As explained within the SEA Scoping Report, a proportionate approach has been 
adopted to baseline collation and undertaking a policy review in a way which adds 
value to plan development and avoids duplication with the ongoing SEA of the 
emerging, higher-level Glasgow City Region Climate Adaptation Strategy and Action 
Plan (GCR CAS). The West Dunbartonshire Council Climate Change Strategy (CCS) 
also includes a detailed list of policy documents relevant to each CCAP theme. In 
accordance with Section 14(4) of the 2005 Act, information normally required to be 
included within SEA reporting can instead be “provided by reference to relevant 
information obtained at other levels of decision-making or through other Community 
legislation”.  
 
It is therefore not considered necessary and would be of little value to provide a 
detailed list of all relevant plans, programmes and strategies, as all relevant national 
and regional requirements and their implications for the emerging CCAP have already 
been identified through the GCR CAS ER and the WDC CCS, which has in turn 
informed the preparation of this local level ER. This nested approach allows 
proportionate SEA reporting to be undertaken for the CCAP by summarising issues 
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SEA 
Consultation 
Authorities 

Summary of Comments WDC Response 

already identified through SEA of the higher level GCR CAS and focusing only on 
locally relevant issues as summarised in Section 3 and detailed further in Appendix 
A. 

Reference to the Scottish Rural Development Programme 
would be useful.  

Scottish Rural Development Programme is not considered to be directly relevant to the 
scope or implementation of the emerging CCAP.  

The ER should include a description of the likely evolution 
of the environment without the CCAP  

The likely evolution of the environment in the absence of the emerging CCAP is 
considered in Section 3.4.   

Biodiversity baseline could include information on 
peatlands, saltmarsh, watercourses and water bodies e.g. 
the Blairbeich Bog SSSI could be listed  

As a high level corporate plan the emerging CCAP does not set out site specific 
actions that could themselves affect designated sites or other individual environmental 
receptors. Peatlands, saltmarsh, watercourses, water bodies and designated sites will 
however be considered directly within the implementation of proposed CCAP Action 
7.3 – Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) in due course. 
  
 

Include existing paths and cycle networks in material 
assets  

Undertake the Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) in 
parallel with the SEA and cross reference it in the ER 

As a high-level corporate plan which does not set out site specific actions, the scope of 
the CCAP does not itself have any potential to result in Likely Significant Effects on 
European Sites. No further HRA consideration is required.  

Climate Factors  
To Objective 2 add: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire 

SEA Objective updated.  

Climate Factors  
Assessment Question for Section 2, Table 4.2: Help 
reduce actual emissions from the food system?  

SEA Framework updated.  

Biodiversity, Geodiversity & Soil  
Objective 7, Table 4.1 add – Soil: Remediate 
contaminated land and restore and protect peatlands and 
soil resources 

SEA Objective updated.  

Biodiversity, Geodiversity & Soil  SEA Framework updated. 
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SEA 
Consultation 
Authorities 

Summary of Comments WDC Response 

Assessment for Section 6, Table 4.2: Promotes nature-
based solutions in adapting to, and mitigating, the effects 
of climate change?  

Biodiversity, Geodiversity & Soil  
Action – To prepare woodland and deer management 
strategies, as woodland habitat, can help mitigate the 
effects of climate change, but regeneration of woodlands 
can also be affected by and increasing, or more 
concentrated deer population.  

The proposed action is more appropriate within the implementation of CCAP Action 
7.3 – Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) than in the development of 
the CCAP itself. The action has therefore been noted but will be deferred for 
consideration to the LBAP.  

Water Environment  
Objective 12, Table 4.1 add – Flood risk: Reduce the risk 
of flooding from all sources and mitigate impacts of 
flooding and droughts using nature-based solutions 
whenever possible.  

SEA Objective updated.  

Water Environment  
CCAP could consider asset relocation as a way of 
reducing risk of flooding  The proposed actions are more appropriate within the implementation of CCAP Action 

8.3 – Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (CRVA) than in the 
development of the CCAP itself. The actions have therefore been noted but will be 
deferred for consideration to the CRVA. 

Material Assets  
Some plans to regenerate are at odds with approaches to 
help mitigate the effects of climate change e.g. impact of 
hard infrastructure along the Clyde on mudflats and salt 
marshes 

Assessment Methodology  
Consider whether the CCAP is the best way to deliver the 
outcomes of the Climate Change Strategy  

The CCAP is being developed directly in response to the WDC CCS (2021) 

Content with the scoring system proposed to establish the 
likely effects  

Welcomed and noted. 

CCAP needs to be easy for people to understand and 
also written in a way that allows them to understand how 
it relates to their work. It should be useful document that 
is not too long.  

Welcomed and noted.  
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SEA 
Consultation 
Authorities 

Summary of Comments WDC Response 

Historic 
Environment 
Scotland (HES) 

Content with the proposed approach and are satisfied 
with the scope and level of detail proposed for the 
assessment.  

Welcomed and noted.  

Assessment to recognise the key role that maintenance, 
retention and appropriate adaptation of the historic 
environment has to play in the circular economy.  

As a high-level corporate plan which does not set out site specific actions which could 
affect individual heritage assets. However, relevant actions in themes Energy, Water 
and Assets and Housing within the Draft CCAP have been amended to recognise the 
relationship between the historic environment and the circular economy and the 
importance of climate adaptation for heritage assets.   

Content with the scoring system proposed. Expect scoring 
to be supported by text commentary explaining the 
effects, setting out mitigation and/or enhancement 
measures. 

Welcomed and noted.  

Reasonable alternatives should be assessed to the same 
level of detail as preferred options. 

The approach to the consideration of reasonable alternatives is detailed in Section 
4.6.  

Content with 6 week consultation period proposed for the 
CCAP and ER.  

Welcomed and noted. In accordance with Section 15(3) of the 2005 Act the intention of 
WDC to proceed with a 6-week consultation period for this ER was advised to the 
Scottish Ministers via the SEA Gateway in early June 2021. 
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4.4.6 Taking account of the changes outlined Table 4.2, the finalised SEA Framework used in this 
assessment is set out in Appendix B (Table B.1). This SEA framework focuses on assessing 
potential effects on the 10 SEA Objectives listed in Table 4.3.  

Table 4.3: SEA Objectives within the WDC CCAP SEA Framework 

SEA Environmental 
Aspect 

SEA Objective  

Climatic Factors 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by achieving net zero 
operational emissions by 2045. 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions across West Dunbartonshire.  

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, community and 
infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

Population and Human 
Health 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social and economic 
prosperity for all, including through reducing inequalities and ensuring social 
inclusion. 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, workplace and visitor), 
including with respect to physical and mental health and social wellbeing. 

Biodiversity, 
Geodiversity & Soil 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance biodiversity and 
geodiversity interests including protected habitats, species, and woodlands.  

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and protect peatlands and soil 
resources. 

8. Green infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green infrastructure networks and 
improve habitat connectivity.  

Landscape 
9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, landscape features, 

townscape character and visual amenity.  

Cultural Heritage 
10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic environment, 

including heritage assets, historic townscapes and their unique landscape 
settings. 

Water Environment  

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water environments, water 
quality and water resources.  

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and mitigate impacts of 
flooding and droughts using nature-based solutions whenever possible. 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water.  

Air Quality  
14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of harmful atmospheric 

pollutants and minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

Material Assets 
15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient and sustainable use 

of land and infrastructure to meet identified needs. 
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SEA Environmental 
Aspect 

SEA Objective  

16. Waste Management: Contribute to the implementation of the circular economy, 
promote recycling and manage waste with minimal environmental impact. 

 

4.5 Preparation of this Environmental Report  

4.5.1 Stantec commenced work on the SEA of the CCAP in May 2021 following preparation of the 
‘settled draft’ version of the Draft CCAP by the WDC CCAG and the receipt of Scoping 
consultation responses from the SEA Consultation Authorities (see Table 4.2 above). 

4.5.2 The SEA has been undertaken in accordance with the approach to SEA and the SEA 
Framework set out in the WDC CCAP SEA Scoping Report (March 2021). For reasons of brevity 
the full assessment methodology adopted to undertake this SEA is therefore not reproduced in 
this ER and the SEA Scoping Report should be referred to for this.  

SEA Matrices 

4.5.3 All components of the Draft CCAP were assessed in detail using matrices to identify likely 
significant effects on the SEA Objectives. This approach allowed for systematic recording of 
potential effects and their significance together with any assumptions, uncertainties and 
suggested mitigation or enhancement measures.  

4.5.4 The completed actions assessment matrices are provided in Appendix C with a summary of 
key findings provided in Section 6 of this report.  

4.5.5 The qualitative scoring system shown in Table 4.4 below was adopted to complete all appraisal 
matrices and, in doing so identify likely significant environmental and wider sustainability effects.  

Table 4.4: SEA Scoring System to Establish Likely Significant Effects  

Score Description Symbol 

Significant (Major) 
Positive Effect 

The proposed action contributes significantly to the achievement of 
the SEA Objective.  

++ 

Minor Positive Effect  
The proposed action contributes to the achievement of the SEA 
Objective but not significantly.  

+ 

Neutral Effect  
The proposed action is related but does not have any effect on the 
achievement of the SEA Objective. 

0 

Minor Negative Effect  
The proposed action detracts from the achievement of the SEA 
Objective but not significantly.  

- 

Significant (Major) 
Negative Effect  

The proposed action detracts significantly from the achievement of 
the SEA Objective. Mitigation is therefore required. 

_ 
 

Uncertain Effect 

The proposed action has an uncertain relationship to the SEA 
Objective, or the relationship is dependent on the way in which the 
aspect is managed. Additionally, insufficient information may be 
available to enable an assessment to be made. 

? 

No Clear Relationship 
There is no clear relationship between the proposed action and the 
achievement of the SEA Objective, or the relationship is negligible.  

~ 
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Approach to Uncertainties, Assumptions and Mitigation  

4.5.6 The identification of any assumptions and uncertainties is an important element of SEA, as such 
all CCAP Actions need to be unambiguous to ensure they can be implemented as intended. 
The reviews that have taken place as the emerging CCAP was drafted allowed any ambiguities 
and other weaknesses to be identified and appropriate mitigation or enhancement 
recommendations to be devised by the SEA project team to address such issues at an early 
stage. As detailed in Section 5, recommendations to enhance the draft CCAP were provided 
by the SEA project team to WDC throughout March and April 2021, following which all 
recommendations were addressed by WDC officers and incorporated into the ‘settled draft’ 
version of the CCAP. This final ER includes updated assessment conclusions to take account 
of the mitigation which has now been incorporated into the Draft CCAP, in effect meaning that 
a residual assessment is provided in this ER (see Section 6 and Appendix C). 

4.6 Approach to Reasonable Alternatives  

4.6.1 The 2005 Act requires the likely significant effects of implementing both a plan or programme 
(i.e. the emerging CCAP) and reasonable alternatives to it to be examined, as well as the 
rationale for identifying reasonable alternatives to be described. The 2005 Act further states that 
to be considered as reasonable alternatives, options (e.g. alternative policy criteria or site 
allocations) must relate to the plan or programmes’ corresponding objectives and geographical 
scope. To be eligible for consideration in this SEA process, reasonable alternatives must 
therefore be:    

 Realistic, in that they are plausible alternatives which could be implemented instead of 
proposals within the emerging CCAP and are consistent with relevant national and other 
policy frameworks;  

 Related to the objectives of the emerging CCAP (i.e. they contribute to the implementation 
of the CCS); and, 

 Within the scope of the emerging CCAP, i.e. any reasonable alternatives would need to 
relate to actions which could be undertaken within the WDC area and within the 5 year 
lifetime of the CCAP. 

4.6.2 At the time of preparing the SEA Scoping Report it was envisaged the CCAP would include key 
parameters to guide implementation of the CCS and CCAP themes as well as a suite of 
proposed thematic actions. However, the WDC CCAG subsequently concluded that the CCS 
already provides sufficient details regarding the targets which the CCAP must achieve and the 
parameters of each theme to allow a suite of corresponding actions to be developed, so no 
further definition of parameters was required. On this basis, no reasonable alternatives to the 
themes and associated parameters set out within the Council’s CCS (2021) could be identified. 

4.6.3 The consideration of reasonable alternatives was therefore limited to establishing that all 
proposed thematic actions included in the Draft CCAP are themselves ‘reasonable’ and 
considering whether any alternative actions (or altered scope or delivery mechanisms for 
proposed actions) could be identified.  As noted in Section 2.4, preparation of the Draft CCAP 
included two workshops with the WDC CCAG to review proposed actions, the first of which 
involved sifting a long-list of possible actions within each CCS and CCAP theme. This resulted 
in the exclusion of a small number of candidate actions which were deemed not to constitute 
reasonable alternatives on the grounds of falling outside the scope of the emerging CCAP or 
not being realistic for WDC to deliver within the lifetime of the CCAP. 

4.6.4 The WDC CCAG recognised that for the CCAP to be effective in implementing the Council’s 
CCS, all proposed actions must be clearly defined, prioritised, integrated and within the capacity 
of WDC to act in response to the climate emergency. This resulted in the development of an 
introductory section to the CCAP which sets the context for all thematic actions which follow 
and commits WDC to undertaking a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (CRVA) to 
shape the development of future action. 
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4.6.5 All thematic actions not initially discounted were subject to a process of testing and refinement, 
including through a second CCAG workshop and through ‘Critical friend’ reviews of each 
iteration of the emerging Draft CCAP by the SEA project team to address uncertainties and 
weaknesses and to identify opportunities to enhance the clarity and effectiveness of the 
document. The ‘Assessment Phase’ of this SEA also resulted in identified weaknesses within 
proposed actions being addressed prior to the finalisation of the Draft CCAP.  

4.6.6 This resulted in overlapping actions being merged, some actions moving between themes and 
the scope of all actions being clarified, but none of the actions were discounted wholesale. One 
reason for this was that potential exclusion of actions linked to flagship actions and priorities 
within the Draft GCR CAS would not be appropriate, as the CCAP needs to help implement the 
GCR CAS (once finalised) at a local level.  Equally, no additional actions could be identified at 
this stage as the initial long-list had already included an extensive set of actions (developed by 
WDC’s Sustainability Team with inputs from all service areas) corresponding with each CCS 
theme and no alternative realistic actions could be identified to implement the CCS targets.  

4.6.7 For the purposes of this SEA, no reasonable alternatives could therefore be identified as 
requiring assessment within this ER. For the reasons detailed in Section 3, the evolution of the 
baseline scenario is also not considered to constitute a reasonable alternative for the purposes 
of the 2005 Act.  
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5 How has the SEA Informed the Draft CCAP?  

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 SEA is being used by WDC as a planmaking tool in addition to demonstrating statutory 
compliance. This approach allows the environmental implications of all substantive plan 
components to be tested at the earliest opportunity and for any uncertainties, issues or 
mitigation requirements identified during the impact assessment to be addressed during CCAP 
preparation. This section details the ways in which the SEA process to date has informed and 
improved the emerging CCAP.  

5.1.2 The identification of any assumptions and uncertainties is an important element of SEA, as all 
components of a development plan need to be unambiguous to ensure they can be 
implemented as intended. In addition, the 2005 Act requires consideration to be given to “the 
measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant adverse 
effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme”. A key role of the SEA 
process is therefore to devise appropriate mitigation and enhancement recommendations in 
order to address identified uncertainties, resolve deficiencies and strengthen the sustainability 
performance of the plan being assessed. 

5.1.3 There are several methods which can be used to mitigate potential adverse impacts and more 
widely enhance the contribution of specific components of an emerging plan to achieving 
sustainable development: 

 Developing additional components to address key issues not fully addressed within the 
current version of the emerging plan or to mitigate specific predicted impacts; 

 Adjusting or expanding components to ensure they can be implemented as intended and 
effectively address relevant issues; or, 

 Setting requirements to show how future actions or proposals addresses key environmental 
and sustainability issues identified in the plan.  

5.1.4 For the purposes of this chapter, the SEA of the CCAP can be split into two broad phases, a 
pre-assessment phase (March - April 2021) and an assessment phase (May 2021), during 
which different actions were undertaken as detailed below.  

5.2 Pre-Assessment Phase 

5.2.1 Prior to the Draft CCAP being subject to formal SEA (leading to the preparation of this ER), the 
SEA project team undertook ‘critical friend’ reviews of each iteration of the emerging Draft CCAP 
(no. 3) and provided advice to WDC Officers regarding the preparation of the CCAP. This 
identified any key gaps, issues, uncertainties or deficiencies which could undermine the 
environmental performance of the document and included recommendations to address any 
identified issues to enhance the effectiveness and robustness of the emerging CCAP. A 
summary of the recommendations identified through the SEA critical friend reviews and how 
they were addressed by WDC sequentially is detailed in Table 5.1 (March recommendations) 
and Table 5.2 (April recommendations) below. 

5.2.2 Two workshops with WDC Senior Officers and the WDC CCAG were also undertaken. The first 
to explore the scope of proposed actions and address key issues from the critical friend review. 
The second to address identified likely impacts, resolve uncertainties and optimise the 
sustainability performance of the CCAP prior to formal testing.  
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Table 5.1: Summary of Findings from Review of Emerging CCAP (March 2021) 

Ref Topic / Theme / CCAP Section Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Context  

1.  About West Dunbartonshire  
 

Reference the WDC Climate Change Strategy as source of statistics on carbon 
footprint analysis  

Recommendation agreed.  

2.  Relationship with Other Plans  
Clearly define the relationship between the WDC Climate Change Strategy, the 
CCAP and other relevant plans.  

Recommendation agreed.  

3.  
New Front-End Sections  

Include two substantive front-end sections; 1. Context & Drivers section – 
relationship with & implications of WDC Climate Change Strategy and GCR 
CAS; 2. Capacity & Need to Act 

Structure amended to included 
new sections.   

CCAP Scope and Delivery 

4.  
Reviewing Progress  

Undertake a Climate Change Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to evaluate 
climate-related hazards in the local area, assess their vulnerability to loss and 
disruption, and identify adaptation measures (structural, operational and/or 
organisational) that suit WDCs level of risk tolerance to build climate resilience.  
 

Recommendation agreed and 
action included.  

5.  
Engagement with Staff and Public  

The purpose of the engagement should be made clearer e.g. to encourage and 
drive wider change across the WDC area and by other stakeholders on their 
assets.  

Recommendation agreed. 

6.  Boundaries & Integration with Strategies  
 

The boundaries of the CCAP need to be clearly defined and how it integrates 
with wider WDC strategies needs to clearer.  

Recommendation agreed.  

7.  
Governance  

Move this section to the end of the Strategy and incorporated under a wider 
‘Monitoring’ heading.  

Recommendation agreed.  

8.  Themes  
Confirm that the CCAP themes have been set through an evidence based and 
approved Strategy (the CCS), i.e. to avoid ambiguity regarding how they have 
been developed. 

Recommendation agreed.  

9.  Contribution to Climate Change  
 

Amend this to contribution to mitigating the impacts and adapting to the effects 
of climate change.  

Recommendation agreed. 

10.  
Climate Change Action Group 

Clarify that the CCAG has co-ordination and monitoring roles but that action is 
required across all service areas of the Council.  
 

Recommendation agreed. 



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

35 
 

Ref Topic / Theme / CCAP Section Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Thematic Actions – General Recommendations 

11.  
SMART Actions  

All actions should be SMART; Specific; Measurable; Achievable; Relevant; and 
Time-Bound. The baseline against which actions will be measured should be 
established at the outset of each action. 

Recommendation agreed. 

12.  
Re-distribute Actions  

Re-distribute actions to most appropriate theme. Any action related to educating 
staff/CPD/general public/schools should be included in the Education theme. 
Actions relating to energy use/energy efficiency/building energy should be 
moved to Energy, Water &  Assets. Actions relating to sourcing and using 
materials should be included in the Procurement theme.  

Recommendation agreed and 
actions re-distributed to most 
appropriate theme.   

13.  Action Tables  
Recommended that the revised table structure set out in the Stantec technical 
note is adopted.  

Recommendation agreed. 

14.  
Scope  

A Scope column should be include in the Action Tables. This is important as the 
parameters of each action must be clearly defined to enable actions to be 
understood and implemented as intended. Scope details should included key 
parameters, boundaries and task breakdown (high level). Sufficient detail needs 
to be provided to explain what each action is and how it will be implemented.  

Recommendation agreed and 
scope column added to tables.  

15.  
SDGs 

SDGs should be removed from the thematic action table as this does not 
provide a monitoring framework and would not itself contribute to 
implementation of proposed actions at a local level. 

Recommendation agreed. 

16.  
Priority Actions  

A limited set of ‘Priority Actions’ should be defined to confirm what action will be 
taken in the short term and how this relates to longer term work. Long term 
actions should be termed ‘Wider Actions’. 
 
Priority Actions should be time limited to a 3 year period post-approval of the 
CCAP (i.e. 2021-2024) and supported by secured funding and resources (i.e. 
either existing Council budgets and resourcing, or otherwise confirmed by the 
time of CCAP approval).  Priority Actions do not need to be defined under all 10 
themes, actions should only be prioritised with reference to the following criteria 
in order to define a set of ‘quick wins’; need to act; capacity to act; barriers; and 
integration.  

Recommendation agreed. 

17.  Overarching Actions  

Reduce this action table to contain actions which are genuinely overarching e.g. 
achievement of net zero targets, CCAG, etc. Others that relate to procurement, 
business environmental impacts, staff development, etc should sit under the 
most relevant of the 9 themes. 

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Topic / Theme / CCAP Section Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

 

18.  
Net Zero by 2045  

More detail on the scope of being net zero and what this includes and involves 
is required. How progress against interim and final targets will be measured 
should be confirmed.   

Recommendation agreed. 

19.  Launch the Climate Change Action 
Group  

Amend the action to be: CCAG to coordinate and monitor implementation of the 
Climate Change Strategy and CCAP. Develop a Terms of Reference for the 
CCAG covering both the action monitoring and reviewing the Strategy and 
CCAP.  

Recommendation agreed. 

20.  
Climate Change and Sustainability 
Objectives and Planning, Procurement 
and Major Projects   

The definition and scope of “major projects” needs to be defined or the scope of 
the action should be simplified. 

Recommendation agreed. 

21.  Strategic Plan and Local Housing 
Strategy 

Confirm whether the scope of related actions is to inform the Council’s Strategic 
Plan and Local Housing Strategy and/or to guide their implementation. 

Recommendation agreed. 

22.  
‘Just Transition’ Principles  

Explain Just Transition principles and how they can be implemented through 
Council activities. 

Recommendation agreed. 

Energy, Water & Assets  

23.  
All Actions  

Confirm whether actions relate to internal WDC activity only or external area-
wide actions.  

Recommendation agreed. 

24.  Internal Council Renewable Energy 
Strategy 

Refine the scope, structure and proposed delivery of this action. Recommendation agreed. 

25.  Public Facing Renewable Energy 
Strategy  

Supporting text to Policy RE1 within the LDP2 already confirms that Renewable 
Energy SG will be prepared; the opportunity is therefore for this action to help 
define the parameters of that Guidance and the implementation of LDP2 
policies. Reframe the action to align with the LDP2 and consider what can be 
done to address barriers to increased generation in West Dunbartonshire. 

Recommendation agreed. 

26.  

Retrofit, Renovation and Maintenance of 
Council Buildings vs New Build 
Construction  
 
 
 

Employ a Life Cycle Assessment approach to compare options.  Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Topic / Theme / CCAP Section Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Waste and Circular Economy  

27.  Introductory Text  

Despite the Circular Economy being identified as a theme within the Climate 
Change Strategy, to remain focused the CCAP should explain the relevance of 
transitioning to a circular economy and enhancing resource efficiency. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

28.  
Number of Actions  

The CCAP should differentiate between Priority Actions (3yr, funded) and Wider 
Actions (longer term)  

Recommendation agreed. 

29.  
Circular Economy Plan Clarify the relevance and implications of this plan.  Recommendation agreed. 

30.  
Corporate Waste Management, 
Reduction, Reuse and Recycling Plan  
 

Confirm the scope of this action in terms of reviewing existing plans and/or 
developing new plans.  

Recommendation agreed. 

31.  
Corporate and Domestic Waste 
Processes and Feasibility Studies  
 

Separate actions.  Recommendation agreed. 

32.  

Single-Use Plastic, Top-Up Water Taps, 
Deposit and Return Scheme, Waste 
Segregation Facilities, Domestic Waste 
Infrastructure and Attitudes and 
Upstream Battle Campaign  
 
 
 
 

 
Clarify that the CCAP includes wider sustainability actions beyond climate 
mitigation and adaption in accordance with the public body duties set out in 
Section 44 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

Recommendation agreed. 

Sustainable Procurement  

40 
Circular and Sustainable Practices in 
Use of Local Non-Toxic Materials 

Clarify the scope of this action Recommendation agreed. 

41 Procurement Policy  Clarify the scope and delivery mechanism for this action Recommendation agreed. 

Biodiversity, Greenspace and Landscape 

42 Introductory Statement  
Confirm the relevance of biodiversity related actions for adapting to climate 
change and tackling wider sustainability challenges. 

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Topic / Theme / CCAP Section Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

44 
Research Opportunities to Remove 
GHG Emissions 

Clarify the output of the research and how will it link to regional level work 
through the GCR CAS and national strategies.  

Recommendation agreed. 

45 Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
Rationalise overlapping biodiversity actions to avoid duplication and allow the 
proposed actions to more clearly address climate adaptation.  

Recommendation agreed. 

46 Landscaping Species List Reframe action to better align with LDP2 policies. Recommendation agreed. 

47 
Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green 
Network 

To ensure effectiveness and durability, need to avoid the CCAP being a 
compendium of existing activities. Clarify the specific scope, purpose and 
delivery of this action. 

Recommendation agreed and an 
action related to LDP2 and green 
network and infrastructure 
guidance developed and included.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

48 Theme  
Clarify the purpose of having a dedicated adaptation them as all other themes 
also include adaptation focused actions. 

Recommendation agreed and 
actions re-aligned and developed 
to avoid duplication.  

Schools and Education 

50 All Actions  
Clarify how schools will be involved e.g. funding, training for teachers, involving 
local businesses.  
 

Recommendation agreed and 
actions clairified.  

51 Actions from Other Themes 
Actions from other themes which involve education, skills and training for 
council employees and communities should be moved to sit under this theme.  

Recommendation agreed and 
relevant actions from other themes 
moved.  

Communities and Health  

52 Introductory Statement   
Clarify how community empowerment and health actions (which are potentially 
distinct) will contribute to implementing the Climate Change Strategy. 

Recommendation agreed. 

53 Focused Community Engagement 
Confirm how a Climate Community Forum will be established and function. 
Merge related action regarding reviewing community engagement – this will 
form the first step of setting up the Forum. 

Recommendation agreed. 
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Table 5.2: Summary of Findings from Review of Emerging CCAP (April 2021) 

Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Context and Drivers 

1.  
Upfront Statement  
 

Include an explicit upfront statement that this CCAP sets out the immediate 
and longer term actions WDC will take to respond to the climate emergency, 
both in relation to mitigating and adapting to climate change.  

Recommendation agreed and 
CCAP amended to ensure 
the purpose of the plan is 
clear.  

2.  Heading and Sub-Headings   
Recommend the overall chapter heading is Context, then a specific 
subheading for Drivers about West Dunbartonshire.  

Recommendation agreed. 

Overarching Actions  

3.  Scope - Additional Bullet Point   
Include a scope bullet point regarding the need to monitor progress against 
interim and overall targets at both WDC organisational level and individual 
service level.  

Recommendation agreed. 

4.  Action - Offsetting Initiatives  

Re-frame action as ‘adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting 
initiatives where necessary to address residual unavoidable emissions’. 
Scope bullet points could then be: 
Explain what using the Woodland and Carbon Code scheme means (briefly).  
State that a decision making framework will be developed by WDC to provide 
a transparent and consistent approach to determine when, and to what extent, 
offsetting is appropriate and necessary.  
 

Recommendation agreed. 

5.  Scope - CCAG Green Champions 

Reframe as CCAG will work with services to identify Green Champions in 
each service and then collaboratively develop a terms of reference for the role 
which will be applicable across WDC. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

6.  CCAG Green Champions – Additional Action  

Add an action that CCAG Members and Green Champions will be empowered 
to promote and lead climate and wider sustainability action within their service 
area.  
 

Recommendation agreed. 

7.  
Scope - Energy and Carbon Management – 
Actions Embedded in Individual Service Plans  

Reframe as ‘All new or revised strategies, plans and work programmes 
developed by WDC to include appropriate climate change and wider 
sustainability objectives.  

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

8.  

Scope - Energy and Carbon Management – 
Actions Embedded in Individual Service Plans – 
Agreed with help from Energy & Compliance 
Team  

Strengthen wording and ensure outcome is clear.  

Recommendation agreed. 

9.  
Action - Develop a Climate Change Risk and 
Vulnerability Assessment Methodology  

Simplify wording. The objective needs to state that WDC will undertake a 
Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to both shape the implementation 
of high level actions defined in this CCAP and inform the development of 
further climate action (i.e. the next CCAP). This assessment will build upon 
and align with the GCR CAS & AP.  
 

Recommendation agreed and 
objective updated.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

10.  

 
Action - Deliver Recommendations of Pilot 
Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy 
(LHEES) 
 

 
Clarify whether the action is to implement recommendations from the pilot 
LHEES and/or to develop further LHEES?  

Recommendation agreed and 
objective clarified.  

11.  
Scope – Develop LHEES & Opportunity to 
Inform Funding Application  

As per above, this suggests a separate action of developing further LHEES 
rather than implementing recommendations from the pilot and DHN work in 
Clydebank.  
 
If including a specific action to develop further LHEES the parameters need to 
be clear (e.g. area selection criteria, LHEES scope/boundaries, intended 
outcome of having further LHEES). 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
parameters of separate 
action clarified.  

12.  
Action – Improve and Expand Efforts for Energy 
Reduction  

Simplify objective to, ‘develop and implement an energy reduction strategy in 
WDC premises’.  
The Scope bullet points should list the areas where reduction can be made 
e.g. lighting.  
 

Recommendation agreed. 

13.  
Scope – Identify Potential Pilot Projects or 
Buildings that Could Help the Council Test a 
Holistic Net Zero Approach  

Good idea to identify pilots but the meaning of the second part of the sentence 
isn’t clear. As above, if WDC commit to an energy reduction strategy, the 
development of this could include identification of pilot projects, performance 
metrics and longer term transformational initiatives. 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
scope updated.  
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

 

14.  
Scope – Additional Bullet Point – Monitoring 
Related  
 

The effect of implementing energy reduction on emissions and seeing where 
residual energy emissions remains needs to be monitored.  

Recommendation agreed and 
means of monitoring 
included.  

15.  
Action – Review Council Sites to Reduce and 
Reuse Water Consumption  
 

Simplify objective ‘develop and implement an energy reduction strategy’ with 
the purpose and scope of this listed in scope bullet points. 

Recommendation agreed. 

16.  
Action – Renewable Energy Technology 
Options  

Reframe as, review the WDC estate to explore the full potential for installation 
of renewable energy technologies. Where feasible and cost effective, 
progress the implementation of renewables projects. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

17.  Scope – Feasibility Studies and Analysis  

Outcome of this study should be recommendations for projects to increase 
renewable energy generation within the WDC estate, taking account of 
technological, practical and funding limitations.  
 
Mechanism of deciding whether to proceed with study recommendations is 
needed and implement renewables projects (either directly or with 3rd parties) 
on a phased basis. 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
scope updated accordingly.  

18.  Action – Renewable Energy Strategy - & Scope  

This needs to dovetail with and indeed inform Renewable Energy LDP 
(planning) guidance. 
 
High level action should include the purpose of a Renewable Energy Strategy 
– ie to position WDC area as a place for renewable energy investment and 
identify opportunities for growth of the renewables sector (across all relevant 
technologies and uses) in the area.  
 
 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
action and scope updated 
accordingly. 

19.  

Action – Retrofit, Renovation, Adaptive Reuse 
and Maintenance of Council Building and 
Projects Before Construction  
 

Clarify action to be, the Council will continue to optimise the use of existing 
assets and buildings, prioritising building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and 
maintenance over new construction. 

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

20.  
Action – Appliances and Equipment Energy 
Efficiency and Sustainably Sourced  
 

More appropriate as a procurement action.  Recommendation agreed. 

Housing  

21.  
Action – Further Energy Efficiency 
Improvements  

Clarify the starting point and outcome of this action. Current level of 
improvement would need to be established. 
 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

22.  
Scope – Future Resilience to the Impacts of 
Climate Change  
 

This can now be covered in WDC Climate Risk & Vulnerability Assessment 
Action.  

Recommendation agreed. 

23.  

Consider Retrofit, Renovation and Maintenance 
of Existing Domestic Buildings Over the 
Construction of New Buildings and 
Developments. 
 

Action duplicated in Energy, Water & Assets.  
Recommendation agreed and 
duplicate action removed.  

24.  
Action – Building Sustainability and Energy 
Efficiency Standards Beyond Mandatory 
Regulations  

Action could be extended to state that WDC, in all decisions and practices, will 
now expect housing delivery (both Council led and external) to demonstrably 
contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045. To support the 
implementation of this new expectation, LDP (planning) guidance will be 
prepared and the new LHS will set out the Council’s approach in relation to 
their future pipeline of housebuilding.   
 

Recommendation agreed. 

25.  Scope – Internal Net Zero Working Group 
Could be simplified to state that pilot projects will be developed and 
implemented. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

26.  
Action – Develop and Test Holistic Projects  
 

Action could be taken further to go beyond just developing options to actually 
implementing and monitoring a project.  
 

Recommendation agreed and 
action developed further.  
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Waste & Circular Economy   

27.  
Action – Circular Economy and Waste 
Reduction Strategy 
 

Add implement and monitor so the action is to Develop, Implement and 
Monitor.  

Recommendation agreed. 

28.  
Scope – Full Review of Domestic Waste 
Infrastructure and Set Targets  
 

The two scope points regarding review of waste infrastructure and target 
setting could be amalgamated into a single point.  

Recommendation agreed. 

29.  
Scope - Research and work with  the wider 
sector to invest in circular projects, products 
and services  

This scope point is not very clear. Clarity needed to determine if the action is 
to develop and implement circular economy partnerships with relevant 
organisations to support greater re-use and for WDC to have a more direct 
role in implementing the waste hierarchy.  
 

Recommendation agreed and 
scope amended and clarified.  

30.  
Action – Build a New Materials/ Resources 
Transfer Station for West Dunbartonshire  

The action needs to link a new transfer station to sustainability. 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
relationship between waste 
transfer and sustainability 
clarified.  

31.  

Action - Where Technically Feasible and Cost 
Effective, Research and Implement Alternative 
and/or Innovative Waste Recycling and Circular 
Economy Facilities and Projects  
 

Include a stronger commitment to the research, otherwise it reads as if the 
research would itself only be done where feasible, but that can’t be defined 
and so the action may not be progressed. 
 
 

Recommendation agreed. 
Purpose and role of research 
clarified and scope updated 
accordingly.  

32.  

Action - Take Action on Food Waste and 
Reducing Food Miles in All Council Buildings 
and Schools  
 

Revise wording to make action SMART.  Recommendation agreed. 

33.  

Action - Explore Options to Remove Remaining 
Single – Use Plastics (SUP) items used within 
Council Schools and Buildings  
 

Explore options – no clear implementation. Add “and where feasible, 
implement options to.” 
 

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Sustainable Travel 

34.  

Action – Expand Electric Vehicle Charging 
Points and Infrastructure Across WDC Estate 
and Across West Dunbartonshire Where 
Technically Feasible  
 

Very wide scope. Consider splitting the ‘Within WDC estate’ and ‘across 
WDC’ actions as they require different focus and scale of ambition. 

Recommendation agreed. 

35.  

Scope – Scope and Targets Will be Set by the 
CCAG and Informed by Switched on Towns 
and Switched on Fleet Reports Developed by 
Energy Savings Trust  
 

Scope and targets for area wide EV charging deployment need defined.  As 
opposed to WDC estate actions and opportunities for deployment which will 
be site specific. 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
scope and targets updated 
accordingly.  

36.  
Action – Consolidate and Reduce Pool Fleet 
and Replace Fleet with Ultra-Low or Zero 
Emission Vehicles 

The fleet related action should be two-fold. Suggest: 
 
Develop and implement staff travel and fleet management system to 
encourage and support sustainable travel choices. 
 
Transition WDC fleet to Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero 
Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) where feasible and review use of remaining fossil 
fuel powered vehicles to ensure alignment with sustainability objectives (which 
as per earlier action need to be included in every WDC service level plan, 
strategy or work programme). 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

37.  

Action - Encourage and Provide Necessary 
Support for Staff and Public to Adopt More 
Sustainable and Active Travel Alternatives to 
Fossil Fuel / Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) 
Vehicles 
 

Simplify to -  adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel 
hierarchy (from NTS2) for both WDC staff and from communities across the 
council area. Detailed implementation proposals to achieve sustainable modal 
shift and support an increase in active travel will be detailed in Active & 
Sustainable Travel Strategy.  
 

Recommendation agreed. 

Sustainable Procurement 

38.  Overview Introductory Heading  
Include a reference to existing Scottish Government guidance, legislation and 
procurement practices which forms the baseline position.  

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

39.  

Action and Scope - Develop and Approach to 
Embed Climate Change in Tenders -  In Scope 
and/or Evaluation 
  

This could be one scope bullet under the above sustainable procurement 
guidelines action. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

40.  

Action - Develop a Pilot Review of a Supply 
Chain for Goods or Services Based on Overall 
Carbon Emissions and Environmental Impacts 
from Cradle to Grave  
 

Clarify what the Pilot Review is.  
Recommendation agreed and 
purpose and scope of pilot 
review clarified.  

Biodiversity, Greenspace & Landscape 

41.  
Overview Introductory Text  
  

Reframe Introduction to clarify how the Biodiversity, Greenspace and 
Landscape Actions fit within the scope of the CCAP.  
  
 

Recommendation agreed. 

42.  

Action - Research the Benefits and 
Opportunities of Green Infrastructure to 
Improve Biodiversity and Reduce Negative 
Environmental Impacts of Activities Across 
West Dunbartonshire   
 

Update to say LDP2 Green Network Guidance will be implemented, including 
reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure improvement. 

Recommendation agreed. 

43.  

Action - Record and Analyse the Benefits of 
Existing Trees and Flora Across West 
Dunbartonshire to Gain an Understanding of 
How we Can Remove Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
Emissions from the Atmosphere.  
 

Is action specific to WDC estate or “we” as in also including communities 
across West Dunbartonshire? 

Recommendation agreed and 
specificity of action clarified.  

44.  
Action – Develop an Agreed Landscaping 
Species List for When Looking at Landscaping 
of New Developments, Parks etc  

Subsumed Biodiversity Strategy.  
 
Clarify the sustainability purpose of defining a species list. State that 
opportunities to plant native species and other species that support a 
biodiversity rich ecosystem will be explored (through Biodiversity strategy) and 
encouraged through planning decisions.   
 

Recommendation agreed. 
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Ref Action Plan Comment Pre-Assessment Phase Recommendations WDC Response 

Schools & Education 

45.  
Scope – Eco-Schools Green Flag Status by 
2025 

Clarify scope of the action– what will the action involve that isn’t already 
business as usual and how will it be monitored? 
 

Recommendation agreed and 
scope clarified.  

46.  

Action - Review Areas of High Vehicle 
Emissions Around Schools to Advise and 
Inform Greener Travel Alternatives to Staff, 
Parents and Children Where Necessary  
 

Move to Sustainable Travel.  
 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

47.  Action – Look to Develop Training Sessions  
Remove wording that is non-commital such as,. If the action is agreed by 
WDC as being appropriate then there should be a clear commitment to it. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 

Communities and Health 

48.  

Action – Review Current Engagement and 
Relationships with Local Community Groups, 
Health and Social Care Partnerships and Wider 
Public  
 

Clarify what the sustainability outcomes that will result from the relationships 
would be?  

Recommendation agreed and 
sustainability outcomes 
considered. 

49.  

Scope – Work With Communities Team and 
Performance and Strategy Team to Review 
Current Relationships  
 

Clarify what the purpose of the review would be in relation to the CCAP? Recommendation agreed. 

50.  
Action - Develop a Climate Change Community 
Forum  

The first action under this theme also references developing a forum. Need to 
avoid overlap. Suggest that development of the forum should be stated as one 
clear action. 
 

Recommendation agreed. 
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5.2.3 Tables 5.1 and 5.2 above demonstrate that through identifying weaknesses and recommending 
associated changes, the SEA process has closely influenced the Draft CCAP. As a result, the 
plan is now considered to be more robust and effective in terms of addressing relevant 
environmental issues.  

5.2.4 The SEA project team reviewed the settled draft version of the CCAP in May 2021 prior to 
embarking on the formal assessment write-up and concluded that, with very limited exceptions, 
all SEA recommendations summarised above had been appropriately addressed through new 
or revised content within the Draft CCAP. This has made the SEA reporting process more 
efficient and improved the environmental performance of the CCAP as drafted.  

5.3 Assessment Phase  

5.3.1 There are two general methods to mitigate potential adverse or uncertain effects from plan 
components and more widely enhance the environmental effectiveness of an emerging plan: 

 Adjusting or expanding existing plan components to ensure these can be implemented 
successfully and as intended in pursuit of sustainable development.  These 
recommendations relate to re-structuring components, amending wording and clarifying 
delivery mechanisms; and, 

 Developing additional plan components (e.g. actions) to address any key environmental 
issues not fully addressed within the plan as drafted, or to mitigate potential adverse effects 
through further detailed content. As noted in Section 4.6, no additional actions could be 
identified at this stage as the initial long-list had already included an extensive set of actions 
corresponding with each CCS theme and no alternative realistic actions could be identified 
to implement the CCS targets. 

5.3.2 The formal assessment of the settled version of the Draft CCAP, leading to the preparation of 
this ER, was undertaken on a pre-mitigation basis (but taking account of all pre-assessment 
recommendations already incorporated into the CCAP). This allowed any remaining ambiguities 
and other weaknesses to be identified and appropriate mitigation and enhancement 
recommendations to be devised by the SEA project team. As detailed in Section 7, only a 
limited number of ‘further’ mitigation enhancement recommendations were identified by the SEA 
project team. These should be considered post-consultation alongside reviewing all comments 
received in respect of the Draft CCAP and this ER to maximise the clarity and environmental 
performance of the finalised CCAP.  

5.4 Summary 

5.4.1 This section has demonstrated that through resolving uncertainties and inconsistencies, and by 
identifying opportunities to improve the clarity and sustainability performance of the emerging 
CCAP, the SEA process has closely influenced the content of the document. As a result, the 
consultation version of the Draft CCAP is now considered to be more robust and effective in 
terms of addressing relevant environmental issues. Once the finalised CCAP has been 
considered and approved by WDC a SEA Post Adoption Statement will be prepared in 
accordance with statutory requirements to set out, amongst other matters, how environmental 
considerations and the views of the CAs have been taken account of in the preparation of the 
CCAP.  
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6 SEA of the WDC CCAP 

6.1 Overview 

6.1.1 This section provides the results of the SEA undertaken in respect of the substantive 
components of the Draft CCAP, namely the suite of proposed thematic actions to implement the 
existing Council CCS (2021) and to support the delivery of the higher-level GCR CAS (once 
finalised. Further mitigation and enhancement recommendations to address any predicted 
significant adverse effects and to enhance the sustainability performance and clarity of the 
CCAP are then detailed in Section 7. 

6.2 SEA of Thematic Actions 

6.2.1 The Draft CCAP sets out a range of actions for WDC to address climate change mitigation, 
climate adaptation and wider sustainability issues in accordance with the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009 and associated legislation. These actions are grouped around a set of nine 
topic based themes pre-determined by the Council’s CCS (2021), alongside an additional 
overarching theme which sets out co-ordinating actions for the Council’s CCAG: 

 Overarching  

 Energy, Water & Assets 

 Housing 

 Waste & Circular Economy 

 Sustainable Travel 

 Sustainable Procurement 

 Biodiversity, Landscape & Greenspace 

 Climate Impacts, Risk & Adaptation 

 Schools & Education 

 Communities & Health 

6.2.2 This section presents key findings from the SA of the proposed thematic actions detailed within 
the Draft CCAP. The summary assessment provided below uses each of the SA Objectives 
from the WDC CCAP SEA Framework (Appendix B) as headings, whilst detailed appraisal 
matrices identifying all likely effects from the policies is provided in Appendix C. 

6.2.3 For reasons of proportionality and given the wide range of thematic actions included within the 
Draft CCAP, the SEA was undertaken on a grouped basis for each thematic group of actions. 
This allowed the assessment to focus on the issues most relevant to each group of thematic 
actions being assessed. 

SEA Objective 1 – WDC (Climate Change) Mitigation 

6.2.1 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 
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Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within 
strategic and operational decision-making;  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing  

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 
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 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Sustainable Procurement  

 Action 6.1: Develop and implement Sustainability Procurement Guidance and promote their 
implementation throughout the Council; 

 Action 6.2: Develop a pilot to review a supply chain stream or procurement exercise for 
goods or services or contracts/tenders, reviewing overall carbon emissions and 
environmental impacts from cradle to grave; and,  

 Action 6.3: Promote a sustainable approach to procurement of appliances and equipment 
based on energy efficiency and wider sustainability credentials rather than solely cost. 

Climate Risks & Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools & Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

51 
 

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours.  

6.2.2 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework for action within WDC to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Empower staff to respond to targets being set by Climate Change Action Group The Green 
Champions Network will accelerate behaviour change in the organisation by raising 
awareness of climate change and will empower staff to respond to the targets set by the 
CCAG.  

  Embed energy and carbon management objectives within strategic and operational 
decision making and ensure all council operations consider emissions which will support 
the drive to net-zero by 2045.  

 Implement net-zero and supporting mitigation targets from the WDC Climate Change 
Strategy (CCS) (2021) and ensure there are actions that will meet the set targets. It will 
deliver initiatives to offset carbon which will help WDC address residual unavoidable 
emissions and support the ambition to achieve net-zero operational emissions by 
2045.Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce operational emissions by reducing energy consumption in all council buildings 
through developing and implementing an Energy Reduction Strategy. Set an annual 
reduction target for all energy consumption in council buildings to measure progress 
against and identify where energy reduction improvements can be made. 

 Reduce energy and water consumption in council buildings will reduce the energy used to 
pump, store, heat and cool water.  

 Implementing renewable energy sources such as solar panels into council buildings will 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels and will therefore reduce emissions from heating, cooling 
and powering buildings and equipment. This will be supported by the Renewable Energy 
Strategy.  

 Optimise existing assets and buildings through maintenance, retro-fit and reuse to reduce 
emissions associated with the construction of new developments.  

 Increase energy efficiency of buildings by maintaining and retro-fitting buildings to improve 
insulation and reduce heat loss.  

Housing  

 Identify and implement energy efficiency improvements to all existing and future council 
housing stock to ensure buildings are appropriately insulated to reduce heat loss, use 
energy efficient appliances and include any other measures to reduce emissions related to 
heating, cooling and powering homes.  

 Contribute to the net-zero by target by 2045 by implementing domestic building 
sustainability and energy efficiency standards that go beyond mandatory regulations.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Improve access to electric vehicles (EVs)  and number of charging points to make it easier 
to avoid using fossil fuel dependent vehicles so that emissions from vehicular transport can 
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be reduced. This will support staff to use sustainable forms of transport and accelerate 
behaviour change.  

 Improving access to pool and bikes to allow staff the option to choose to use a more 
sustainable form of travel when moving between council sites and attending meetings.  

 Increase flexible working for staff to reduce the need to commute to offices which in turn 
will reduce congestion on roads and the amount of emissions generated by those travelling 
to and from work.  

Sustainable Procurement  

 Consider carbon emissions in the procurement process and when considering the 
awarding of contracts to ensure the procurement of appliances, equipment and projects 
are factored into decision making meaning sustainability credentials not just cost will 
influence decision makers.  

Climate Impacts, Risks and Adaptation  

 Establish a baseline of internal climate change adaptation and identify areas for 
improvement and to develop initiatives that will allow WDC to adapt its operations and 
buildings to reduce emissions and adapt to the predicted effects of climate change.  

 Direct the implementation of the CCAP Actions and inform the development of future 
climate action by undertaking a climate risk and vulnerability assessment.  

6.2.3 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 2 – Wider Mitigation Action 

6.2.4 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 
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 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  
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 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours; 

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient. 

6.2.5 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 
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Energy, Water and Assets 

 Set an energy reduction target for council buildings which will help to reduce overall 
emissions across WDC. This will be supported by an Energy Reduction Strategy which will 
help to guide decision making and actions and ensure the target is met.  

 The pilot and future LHEES will contribute to decarbonising energy sources across the 
region and will provide an energy efficient way to heat homes and buildings and will 
therefore contribute to reducing emissions.  

 Seek to optimise existing assets and buildings and prioritise their use over new construction 
to help to reduce construction related emissions, reduce extraction and transportation of 
raw materials and will minimise land take for new development all of which contributes to 
achieving net zero emissions by 2045.  

 Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy and use this to implement 
renewable energy technologies in council buildings which will contribute to reducing 
emissions across the area.  

Housing 

 Increase the use of renewable energy technologies in buildings and develop more 
renewable energy projects to improve access to sources of renewable energy so less 
homes will rely on fossil fuels for energy.  

 Prioritise retrofit, re-use and maintenance to reduce the emissions associated constructing 
new buildings.  

 Make homes more energy efficient through implementing domestic building sustainability 
standards that go beyond mandatory regulations.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce the energy used to collect, process and dispose of waste through encouraging 
recycling by improving access to recycling facilities, reducing overall use of single use 
plastic in the area and implementing circular economy projects. This will mean less 
emissions are generated in the waste disposal process.  

 Educate people about how to reduce consumption of non-recyclable materials and recycle 
will accelerate behaviour change.  

 Reduce food miles which will reduce the emissions generated when transporting food 
products.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Improve access to electric vehicles (EVs) and number of charging points to make it easier 
to avoid using fossil fuel dependent vehicles so that emissions from vehicular transport can 
be reduced. This will support staff to use sustainable forms of transport and accelerate 
behaviour change.  

 Identify the barriers that prevent people from using sustainable modes of travel and develop 
ways to overcome those and allow more people to switch from using fossil fuel reliant 
vehicles.  
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Implement a green infrastructure first approach and prioritise this over hard landscaping. 
Green infrastructure can store carbon and therefore help to reduce emissions.  

 To use the Local Biodiversity Action Plan to introduce heat sinks and carbon sequestration 
methods.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Use the GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions to deliver adaptation measures which 
will inform how the council intends to deliver changes which will support delivery of net zero 
emissions by 2045.  

 To establish a baseline of WDCs internal position on climate change adaption and identify 
areas for improvement which will result in well informed decision making regarding what is 
needed to reach net zero operational emissions by 2045.  

 Use the findings of a Climate Risk and Vulnerability assessment to inform implementation 
of high level CCAP actions and develop further future climate actions and identify what 
needs to be done to contribute to the achievement of this goal. 

Schools and Education 

 Encourage awareness of net zero and how this can be achieved through the Eco-Schools 
programme and wider climate change awareness raising projects will help to achieve net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.   

Communities and Health 

 Educate and support community groups and businesses to change their behaviour to be 
more climate aware.  

6.2.6 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 3 – Climate Resilience 

6.2.7 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 
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 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 
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 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

6.2.8 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Make communities more resilient to the effects of climate change through the LHEES by 
making homes more energy efficient and connected to an affordable source of heating.  

 Research future resilience to climate change and develop ways to prevent overheating 
risks and wasted energy through heating and cooling.  

 Install renewable energy technologies and reduce overall energy consumption will help 
buildings be more resilient to climate change.  

Housing 

 Implement energy efficiency improvements to council housing stock whilst minimising 
overheating risk which will increase community and infrastructure heat related resilience.  

 To retrofit, renovate and maintain existing domestic buildings to increase resilience for 
community and infrastructure by installing new technologies for heat generation, insultation 
etc making them less vulnerable to the predicted effects of climate change.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 To use green infrastructure, increased tree planting and appropriate species of plants to 
sequester carbon, introduce heat sinks and protect from flooding and will help with 
resilience to the effects of climate change.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Identify where WDC is most vulnerable to climate risk and allow actions to be targeted to 
reduce risks and vulnerabilities.  

 Deliver the flagship actions in the Glasgow City Region Climate Adaptation Strategy to use 
adaptation methods to increase resilience.  

Communities and Health 

 Educate and support community groups and businesses to change their behaviour to be 
more climate aware. 



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

59 
 

6.2.9 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 4 – Inclusive Growth 

6.2.10 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 
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 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community.  

6.2.11 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Address fuel poverty and provide access to energy from renewable sources based on level 
of need allowing fair and equitable access to affordable energy. Access to district heat 
networks will also support access to affordable energy.  

Housing 

 Improve energy efficiency in domestic council stocks to support inclusive growth and 
improve social and economic prosperity by ensuring households are not at risk from 
escalating fuel costs and ensuring homes remain to a consistent high standard.  

 To implement domestic building sustainability, energy efficiency or design standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations to ensure that the transition to net zero heating 
systems does not increase the costs of heating bills.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Increase access to sustainable modes of travel regardless of location or income.  

 Identify barriers to use of sustainable modes of travel and develop solutions to those to 
make access equitable for all.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Build community to climate change through workshops and working with community 
groups.  

 Identify the council’s current position regarding climate change adaptability and identify 
those most vulnerable to climate change and least likely to be able to adapt and allow 
projects to be targeted at those who may be at risk of being excluded from projects.  

 Reduce climate related inequalities by identifying where the biggest risks and vulnerabilities 
to climate change are.  

Communities and Health 

 Build community capacity to climate change through workshops and working with 
community groups and facilitate open and honest discussions about climate change in an 
understandable format.  
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6.2.12 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 5 – Health 

6.2.13 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources 

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 
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 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 
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 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme.  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

6.2.14 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Improve air quality and reduce rates respiratory diseases associated with harmful 
atmospheric pollutants through increased use of renewable energy.  

 Provide affordable and reliable energy to homes to address fuel poverty and remove the 
stress that can be associated with this and improve physical health by reducing the risk of 
illnesses related to damp and cold in homes.  

Housing 

 Improve housing stock, fuel options and tackle fuel poverty by improving housing standards 
through energy efficiency measures and connections to district heat networks and 
increased use of renewable energy. This will tackle fuel poverty and improve physical and 
mental health.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce plastic waste and reduce the potential contamination of water sources.  

 Improve the overall environment in WDC making it more pleasant to spend time outdoors 
in nature with associated improvements in physical and mental health.  

 Reduce emissions associated with the collection, processing and treatment of waste, 
improving air quality and physical health.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Improve access to EVs and reduce emissions from vehicles with associated effects on 
physical health from improved air quality.  

 Improve access to sustainable modes of travel to encourage active travel with associated 
improvements in physical health from increased activity.  
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Provide better access to greenspace and areas of nature with associated increases in 
physical activity by having more areas to exercise in and improved mental health through 
the benefits of spending time in nature.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Identify which sectors of the population are most at risk from and vulnerable to climate 
change and target actions to those who need intervention the most.  

Schools and Education 

 Increase the amount of time school children spend outdoors with associated improvements 
in physical and mental health.  

Communities and Health 

 Engage local communities in discussions about climate change to accelerate behaviour 
change and reduce carbon footprints through active travel which would have a positive 
impact on physical health.  

6.2.15 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 6 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

6.2.16 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within 
strategic and operational decision-making;  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 
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 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme.  

6.2.17 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Reduce emissions and improve air quality through energy efficiency and renewable energy 
producing a healthier environment for plant and animal life. 

 Use the Green Champions Network to promote actions that will be beneficial to biodiversity 
and geodiversity.  
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Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce pollution from litter through increased recycling and reduced consumption of single 
use plastics.  

 Reduce the amount of waste going to landfill reducing the risk to biodiversity and 
geodiversity from pollution from waste in landfill.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Protect biodiversity and geodiversity by integrating a green infrastructure first approach, 
using an agreed list of species appropriate to the area and landscape and improving 
biodiversity education.  

Schools and Education 

 Improve biodiversity through the Eco-Schools programme.  

6.2.18 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 7 – Soil 

6.2.19 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective). 

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 
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 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme. 

6.2.20 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Manage woodland which help support the soil environment by improving drainage and soil 
stabilisation.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Optimise the use of existing buildings and assets helping to reduce the amount of land 
required for new development.  
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Housing 

 Prioritise retrofit, reuse and maintenance of existing buildings and assets to reduce the 
amount of land required for construction of new development.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce the amount of land required for landfill and reduce the amount of litter which will 
reduce the land required for new landfill sites and means soil is less likely to be polluted 
with plastic waste.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Integrate a green infrastructure first approach which will protect soil resources and 
peatland.  

 Research opportunities for peatland restoration.  

 Use an agreed landscaping species list to create ecologically rich environments which can 
help to restore and protect peatland and soil resources.  

 Review unused brownfield sites to prioritise them for redevelopment which will help to 
remediate contaminated land.  

Schools and Education 

 Improve school grounds and community spaces through the eco-schools programme.  

 Encourage staff to consider the impact of council operations and activities on soil and 
peatland.  

6.2.21 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 8 – Green Infrastructure 

6.2.22 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 
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 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP). 

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 
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 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours.  

6.2.23 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce landfill, increase recycling, reduce litter and plastic pollution meaning it less likely 
for green infrastructure networks to be polluted with waste.  

 Reduce the need for landfill increasing the land available for green infrastructure networks.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Reduce emissions and improve air quality which is a positive for the plants that make up 
green infrastructure networks.  

 Encourage active travel which will require more space for cycling and walking which can 
facilitate the creation of new green networks.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Identify opportunities for green infrastructure enhancements through implementing LDP2 
Green Network and Green Infrastructure Planning Guidance.  

 Enhance green infrastructure networks through the development of the Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan and by using the agreed species list for landscaping.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Target the most urgent green infrastructure improvements required after identifying where 
they are most at risk and vulnerable to climate change.  

Schools and Education 

 Use the Eco-School programme to make improvements to green infrastructure networks 
and improve habitat connectivity.  

 Educate and train staff to consider green infrastructure in decision making.  

6.2.24 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 9 – Landscape 

6.2.25 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 
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Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme. 

 

6.2.26 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions  

 Protect and enhance landscape character by reducing carbon, offsetting emissions, 
educating and empowering staff to act on climate change targets and embedding energy 
and carbon management into strategic decision making.  

 Use Afforestation projects to enhance the landscape and improve visual amenity. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace  

 Use an agreed landscaping species list to ensure plant life appropriate to the area is used.  

 Improve townscape character and visual amenity by reviewing brownfield sites and 
identifying opportunity for redevelopment and remediation.  
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 Improve visual amenity through rewilding, tree planning and peatland restoration initiatives. 

 Use the climate risk and vulnerability study to identify the landscape and townscape 
features most at risk from climate change.  

Schools and Education  

   Use Eco-Schools projects to enhance landscape character.  

6.2.27 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 10 – Cultural Heritage 

6.2.28 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

6.2.29 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Use tree planting, rewilding and landscaping projects to enhance, protect and promote the 
historic environment.  



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

73 
 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Use the climate risk and vulnerability assessment to identify aspects of cultural heritage 
most at risk from climate change and target actions to address this.  

6.2.1 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 11 – Water Environment 

6.2.2 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective).  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC).  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

6.2.3 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to ensure actions that relate to conservation, protection 
and enhancement of the water environment are implemented.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce water consumption to reduce the amount of water that needs to be extracted from 
bodies of water and produce less waste water reducing the potential harm to the water 
environment from pollution.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Increasing recycling, running litter prevention awareness will have a significant positive 
effect on conserving, protecting and enhancing water environments by reducing risk of 
pollution and contaminants from waste.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Conserve and enhance water environments by identifying how biodiversity can be used to 
support existing climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

 Limit the impacts of land use change and direct development to the most appropriate 
locations and avoid those most likely to have a negative impact on the water environment.  
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 Use rewilding, tree planting and peatland restoration to help protect and conserve the water 
environment by reducing surface run-off, stabilising banks of rivers, streams and burns and 
introducing or re-introducing plants which can help improve water quality. 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Undertake a climate risk and vulnerability assessment to identify risks to the water 
environment and target actions to mitigate these.  

6.2.4 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 12 – Flood Risk 

6.2.5 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

6.2.6 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 
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Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to empower staff to respond to any targets set in 
relation to flood risks.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Use rewilding, tree planting and peatland restoration initiatives can be used to help reduce 
the risk of flooding and mitigate the impacts of flooding 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Undertake a climate risk and vulnerability assessment to identify where the risks from 
flooding are and target actions to mitigate these.  

6.2.7 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 13 – Water Use 

6.2.8 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG. 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings.  

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045.  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  
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 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

6.2.9 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to empower staff to respond to targets being set by 
Climate Change Action Group in relation to Water Use. 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce water consumption through the development and implementation of the Internal 
Water Consumption Strategy.  

Housing 

 Identify ways to reduce water consumption when identifying energy efficiency 
improvements.  

 Use retrofitting as an opportunity to introduce ways to reduce water consumption.  

Communities and Health 

 Better educate residents and businesses to be more aware of climate change and to reduce 
water consumption.  

6.2.10 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 14 – Air Quality 

6.2.11 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within 
strategic and operational decision-making.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 
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 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 
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 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Sustainable Procurement 

 Action 6.1: Develop and implement Sustainability Procurement Guidance and promote their 
implementation throughout the Council; 

 Action 6.2: Develop a pilot to review a supply chain stream or procurement exercise for 
goods or services or contracts/tenders, reviewing overall carbon emissions and 
environmental impacts from cradle to grave; and,  

 Action 6.3: Promote a sustainable approach to procurement of appliances and equipment 
based on energy efficiency and wider sustainability credentials rather than solely cost. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 
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 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

6.2.12 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Implement net-zero and supporting mitigation targets to improve air quality.  

 Offset carbon to address residual emissions to improve air quality.  

 Use the Green Champions Network to empower staff to respond to air quality targets set 
by the CCAG.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce energy consumption in all council and reduce the overall emissions generated and 
use the Internal Energy Reduction Strategy to support this.  

 Use the LHEES to decarbonise the provision of heat and energy and reduce emissions 
associated with heating and powering homes and businesses.  

 Develop and Implement the Renewable Energy Strategy to support the introduction of 
renewable energy technologies into council buildings to reduce emissions and see an 
associated improvement in air quality.  

Housing 

 Increase efficiency through implement building design standards above what is mandatory 
and use alternative fuel sources such as solar panels to reduce the emissions generated 
through heating and powering homes and improving air quality.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Increase recycling, decrease litter and reduce the use of single use plastic to reduce the 
emissions generated from collecting, processing and treating waste. 

Sustainable Travel 

 Encourage and facilitate the use of EVs by making them available to staff and increasing 
charging points to reduce the harmful pollutants from fossil fuel powered vehicles and 
improve air quality.  

 Encourage and facilitate the use of more sustainable modes of travel such as cycling to 
improve air quality.  

Sustainable Procurement 

 Use Procurement Guidance and Strategies to monitor, reduce and consider more carefully 
emissions and use these as factors in the procurement process with the aim of reducing 
the Councils emissions, improving energy efficiency and overall lessening the 
environmental impact of Council Operations which will help to tackle poor air quality. 
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Improve air quality by managing woodland and afforestation projects to sequester carbon.  

 Use research to understand how trees and flora can remove greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere.  

 Create ecologically rich environments to improve quality by reducing harmful atmospheric 
pollutants.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Improve Air Quality by delivering the flagship actions in the GCR Adaptation Strategy.  

 Identify where adaptation to improve air quality is required by undertaking the 
benchmarking exercise against Adaptation Scotland’s Adaptation Capability Framework.  

 Improve Air Quality by undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment and 
identifying actions that can be taken to improve air quality.  

6.2.13 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 15 – Land and Infrastructure 

6.2.14 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG. 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
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In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff.  

 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  
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 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

6.2.15 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to ensure Actions relating to the sustainable use of 
land and infrastructure and responded to.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Prioritise retrofit, reuse and maintenance of existing assets and buildings to ensure land 
and infrastructure are being used sustainably. 

Housing 

 Sustainably manage the councils housing stock and ensure energy efficiency.  

 Prioritise retrofit, reuse and maintenance of domestic property to ensure land and 
infrastructure are being used sustainably.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce the amount of land required for landfill.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Use council infrastructure to meet an identified need for new EV charging points.  

 Meet the new for access to sustainable modes of travel through provision of infrastructure 
for bikes and e-bikes.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Enhance green infrastructure networks.  

 Use land sustainably for GHG sequestration.  

 Develop brownfield sites and reduce the need to use greenfield sites for new development 
and the need for new infrastructure.  

6.2.16 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  
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SEA Objective 16 – Waste Management 

6.2.17 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG.  

Housing 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective).  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours; 

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  
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6.2.18 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions  

 Empower staff to respond to targets being set by Climate Change Action Group 

Housing  

 Retrofit, renovate, and maintain existing domestic buildings reducing the amount of waste 
generated through construction.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Implement a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy.  

 Better manage and process waste at a new materials/waste transfer station.  

 Reduce food waste.  

 Improve rates of recycling.  

Schools and Education 

 Educating school children and staff about sustainability and climate change 

 Better educate residents and businesses to be more aware of climate change and to reduce 
waste.  

Communities and Health  

 Work with communities and businesses to reduce consumption and overall waste.  

6.2.19 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  As detailed in Appendix C, a range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted 
to have Minor Positive effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have 
no clear relationship with this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  
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7 Further Enhancement and Mitigation Measures  

7.1 Introduction  

7.1.1 The settled draft version of the Draft CCAP was provided to Stantec UK in May 2021 to allow a 
formal SEA of its substantive content to be undertaken. This SEA was then undertaken on a 
pre-mitigation basis (but taking account of all pre-assessment recommendations already 
incorporated into the CCAP). This allowed any remaining ambiguities and other weaknesses to 
be identified and appropriate mitigation and enhancement recommendations to be devised by 
the SEA project team.  

7.1.2 In the absence of any Major Negative (likely significant adverse) effects being predicted through 
the assessment presented in Section 6 and Appendix C, no further changes to the Draft CCAP 
were recommended or considered necessary prior to the finalisation of the Draft CCAP for 
consultation. The following limited ‘further’ mitigation enhancement recommendations to 
maximise clarity, effectiveness and integration with other plans were however identified by the 
SEA project team for consideration by WDC post-consultation alongside reviewing all 
comments received in respect of the Draft CCAP and this ER: 

 Consider the implications of the GCR CAS once finalised (anticipated to occur during the 
consultation on the Draft CCAP and this ER) and consider whether any additional actions 
or other changes are needed to maximise the contribution of the CCAP to the delivery of 
regional flagship actions and priorities; 

 Confirm resourcing requirements and budget allocations to ensure effective and timely 
delivery of proposed actions, especially those which will require dedicated capital and/or 
revenue funding;  

 Confirm arrangements for each Council service area to implement actions assigned to 
them alongside or as part of the implementation of existing delivery plans; and, 

 Confirm mechanisms for stakeholder and community engagement to embed partnership 
working into the delivery of relevant actions.  
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8 Conclusion  

8.1 Summary of Environmental Report 

8.1.1 This Environmental Report (ER) has documented the findings of the SEA carried out in respect 
of the Draft West Dunbartonshire Council Climate Change Action Plan (WDC CCAP). 

8.1.2 This ER has: 

 Provided an overview of the Draft CCAP; 

 Identified the purpose and legal requirements of undertaking SEA; 

 Described the approach to undertaking the SEA of the CCAP; 

 Detailed the findings of the SEA carried out in respect of the Draft CCAP; and, 

 Proposed mitigation and enhancement measures to improve the effectiveness and 
environmental performance of the emerging CCAP. 

8.1.3 Section 3 (supported by Appendix B) has outlined key information and issues which have 
informed the SEA process undertaken to date and which should be taken account of in the 
emerging CCAP itself. Section 5 has demonstrated that through resolving uncertainties and 
inconsistencies, and by identifying opportunities to improve the clarity and sustainability 
performance of the emerging CCAP, the SA process has closely influenced the content of the 
document. As a result, the consultation version of the Draft CCAP is considered to be more 
robust and effective in terms of addressing relevant sustainability issues. 

8.1.4 The SEA project team reviewed the consultation version of the Draft Plan at the time of 
preparing this SA Report (June 2021) and considers that all SEA recommendations summarised 
in Section 5 have been appropriately addressed, with additional provisions now incorporated 
within the Draft CCAP. This has made the SEA reporting process more efficient and improved 
the environmental performance of the CCAP. In particular, the consultation version of the Draft 
CCAP is now predicted to generate a range of likely significant beneficial effects on the 
environment and in relation to identified key sustainability issues, with no residual significant 
adverse effects considered likely.  

8.2 How to Comment on this Environmental Report 

8.2.1 This ER and the associated NTS are being issued for consultation alongside the Draft WDC 
CCAP. All three documents will be consulted on for a period of 6 weeks. Details of how to 
participate in the consultation are provided on WDC’s website and, in accordance with statutory 
requirements, will be published in a local newspaper.  

8.3 Next Stages of WDC CCAP Preparation and SEA 

8.3.1 This ER Report will be consulted on in tandem with the Draft CCAP. All representation received 
regarding both documents will then be analysed by WDC to determine whether: 

 Major modifications need to be made to the Draft CCAP, potentially resulting in the need 
to re-consult on substantive actions and an associated SEA Report (in the context of this 
CCAP this eventuality is considered unlikely but cannot be ruled out pre-consultation); or, 

 Only minor modifications need to be made to the Draft CCAP prior to approval (i.e. no 
further consultation necessary). 
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8.3.2 Once any post-consultation modifications have been incorporated into the CCAP, the final 
document will be presented to a meeting of a relevant WDC Committee for consideration with 
an officer recommendation for immediate approval. At this time, a SEA Post Adoption Statement 
will be prepared to explain how the SEA process has closely informed the development of the 
CCAP and to provide an appropriate monitoring framework. 

8.4 Monitoring  

8.4.1 The 2005 Act requires SEA Environmental Reports to provide a “description of the measures 
envisaged concerning monitoring” after the adoption of a plan or programme which is subject to 
SEA.   

WDC Climate Change Action Group 

8.4.2 Successful implementation of the CCAP will require internal governance at strategic and 
operational levels. As with the Council’s CCS, the CCAP is a cross-service document that sets 
out shared responsibilities, with specific actions being owned by a relevant service area and 
implementation supported by other relevant service areas. To ensure the CCAP is delivered 
effectively a new Climate Change Action Group (CCAG) has been launched being led by the 
Council’s Sustainability Team3 and involving senior management from each of the Council’s 
service areas, ensuring shared responsibility of climate targets for their own service areas.  

8.4.3 The CCAG will be accountable for the operational delivery of the CCAP. The group will measure 
progress by each service and will ensure climate change targets and objectives are being met. 
These will be measured annually through WDC’s internal performance system to ensure 
ownership, and to delegate responsibility across service areas. In turn the CCAG will report to 
a senior governance board on an annual basis, ensuring climate action is being delivered 
effectively. The implementation of the CCAP will be tracked through quarterly meetings of the 
CCAG and reviewed annually with additional targets and implementation details developed if 
necessary. Every five years the CCAP will be subject to a full review, resulting in the preparation 
of an updated CCAP.  

SEA Monitoring Framework 

8.4.4 In accordance with statutory requirements a monitoring framework will be prepared as part of 
the SEA process to provide a mechanism to confirm the effectiveness of delivering individual 
actions as set out in the Action Plan and to identify associated environmental effects. The 
monitoring framework will also further specify delivery mechanisms associated with individual 
actions and to review the overall implementation of the Action Plan. 

8.4.5 For a successful monitoring framework, selected monitoring indicators must be specific, 
manageable and targeted towards measuring the implementation of the WDC CCAP.  Each 
proposed thematic action has been designed to be ‘SMART’ and therefore includes an 
associated means of monitoring its effectiveness and outcomes.  

8.4.6 To allow the development of a monitoring framework to take account of all comments received 
regarding the scope and delivery of proposed actions as set out in the CCAP, the monitoring 
framework will be prepared following consultation and included within the finalised CCAP.  The 
suite of metrics and mechanisms included within the WDC CCAP Monitoring Framework to 
monitor the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the Action Plan will also 
be confirmed within an SEA Post Adoption Statement. 

 
3 The role of the Council’s Sustainability Team is to coordinate, stimulate and motivate Climate Change action 
across all service areas and functions.  
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Appendix A  Local Environmental Baseline Review  

A.1 Introduction  

A.1.1 This Appendix supports Section 3 of the ER by providing a review of current environmental and 
socio-economic conditions within the area likely to be affected by the emerging CCAP, namely 
the WDC administrative area. In doing so this review: 

 Identifies relevant aspects and characteristics of the environment. This includes the 
identification of sites designated at international or national levels for reasons of biodiversity 
conservation, geological importance, heritage or landscape value which have the potential 
to be affected by the emerging CCAP;  

 Identifies relevant socio-economic trends and baseline conditions, again focusing on 
matters likely to be significantly affected by the outcome of the emerging CCAP; and, 

 Outlines how the identified environmental and socio-economic characteristics and baseline 
conditions should be addressed within the emerging CCAP and considered within this SEA.  

A.1.2 This evidence was first presented at Scoping stage to identify a suite of key environmental 
issues which will need to be addressed within the emerging CCAP and which should be 
considered throughout this SEA process. The evidence and associated set of identified key 
environmental issues (Table 3.1) has been updated where necessary to address SEA Scoping 
consultation responses received from the CAs. 

A.1.3 A high level baseline is presented below in relation to three distinct categories and all constituent 
environmental aspects prescribed within the SEA Act:  

 Air and Climate: Air & Climatic Factors; 

 Physical Environment: Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna, Soil, Water, Cultural Heritage & 
Landscape; and 

 Socioeconomics: Population, Human Health & Material Assets 

A.2 Environmental and Socioeconomic Baseline Conditions 

Air and Climate 

Climate – Energy and Emissions  

A.2.1 Appendix 1 of the CCS sets the organisational boundary and baseline year for carbon footprint. 
The baseline year for the strategy is the 2012/2013 financial year and the organisational 
boundary for each emission source is as follows: 

 Emissions from Council owned transport; 

 Emissions from grey fleet transport (staff car mileage); 

 Emissions from heat, power and water from Council operations (e.g. energy consumption); 

 Emissions from household waste; and  

 Emissions from Council waste.  

A.2.2 The last year of reporting was completed in November 2019 for 2018/2019 financial year. The 
Council previously set a target to reduce its calculated 2012/2013 baseline carbon footprint by 
5061 tCO2e by the end of 2019/20. This equates to a percentage reduction of 15.4%. Since 
2012/2013 and the most recent reporting year (2018/2019), a 20.3% reduction in emissions has 
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already been achieved so this target therefore has already been met and exceeded over two 
years in advance. 

A.2.3 Appendix 2 of the Climate Change Strategy addresses energy, water and renewables. West 
Dunbartonshire’s total energy consumption from heat and power in 2012/13 was estimated as 
67,469,118 kWh and had reduced almost 30% to 47,312,507 (largely due to a combination of: 
energy efficiency projects; estate changes/building closures; and the decarbonising of the 
electric grid, etc.) kWh by 2018/19. Currently, emissions from these sources make up 43% of 
the overall carbon footprint.  

A.2.4 Energy and Water currently make up 44% of WDCs overall carbon footprint, so it is important 
to continue to make efforts to reduce consumption and emissions from energy and water. The 
total heat demand across West Dunbartonshire is 950 GWh per year. WDC are currently 
developing a pilot Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES) to improve efforts, which 
will set the Strategy and framework for reducing energy demand and decarbonising the heat 
supply in the Clydebank area and Queens Quay heat network. LHEES aim to establish area-
based plans and priorities for improving the energy efficiency of buildings, and decarbonising 
heat.  

A.2.5 WDC has recently installed a District Heating Network (DHN) at Queens Quay in Clydebank to 
heats both domestic properties and businesses through an on-site energy centre. Building on 
the success of this DHN, the Council are developing a pilot LHEES which will set a strategy and 
a strategy for reducing energy demand and decarbonising the heat supply in the Clydebank 
area.  

A.2.6 In 2018/2019 less than 0.5% of West Dunbartonshire’s locally generated electricity and around 
1% of the areas heat came from renewable sources meaning there is considerable growth 
potential which the CCAP should facilitate. With increasing decarbonisation of the electricity 
grid, Council emissions from gas heating will rise proportionately over the next decade, 
necessitating a further transition to renewable heat sources over this period. 

A.2.7 The installed renewable energy capacity in West Dunbartonshire is limited to approximately 3 
MW at Auchincarroch landfill site and microgeneration attached to individual domestic and 
commercial properties.  

Climate – Risks 

A.2.8 Climatic risks stem from a range of hazards such as extreme rainfall, temperature rises, and 
sea level rise and erosion, which threaten a broad range of sectors, including the built 
environment, infrastructure, society and human health, the natural environment, the economy, 
business and industry.  

A.2.9 By the 2080s, projected increases in in the Glasgow City Region reported in the Climate Ready 
Clyde Risk Assessment range from 1.9 – 4.8°C of warming during the winter, with summer 
increases projected to range from 2.4 – 6.9°C. As well as the general changes in temperature, 
the City Region is projected to see more frequent and severe heat waves. Under a medium 
emissions scenario, by the 2050s, the likelihood of a heat wave occurring in any year is 1 in 3. 
Across the City Region there will be a variance between urban and rural areas. This is due to a 
range of factors, including less vegetation, reduced reflectivity and the storing of heat in the built 
environment. In addition, the extra heat generated from heating, cooling and transport also 
contributes to overall variations. 

Air  

A.2.10 Monitoring carried out in West Dunbartonshire shows that national air quality objectives were 
not exceeded in recent years. No Air Quality Management Areas have been established in the 
area. The biggest threat to air quality in West Dunbartonshire comes from road traffic in terms 
of both volume of vehicles and at locations where traffic is stationary.  
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Physical Environment 

Biodiversity  

A.2.11 Much of the northern shore of the Inner Clyde estuary in the WDC area is designated as a 
Special Protection Area (SPA) under the EU Birds Directive. The Inner Clyde SPA contains 
extensive intertidal flats that support large numbers of wintering wildfowl, including an 
internationally important wintering population of redshank (Tringa totanus) which are the 
qualifying interest under the Directive. The site is also a Ramsar Site under the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. The conservation objectives of the Inner 
Clyde SPA are to avoid the deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying species or significant 
disturbance to the qualifying species, thus ensuring that the integrity of the site is maintained. 
Upstream of the River Leven, out with the plan area, the Endrick Water SAC is an important 
habitat for Atlantic salmon and River lamprey. 

A.2.12 The Loch Lomond Special Protection Area (SPA) covers an area of woodland, mire and open 
water at the south eastern corner of the loch and a cluster of four wooded islands in the southern 
half of the loch. A range of mire communities occur including inundated mineral marshes and 
eutrophic-mesotrophic swamp. The islands support mainly deciduous woodlands dominated by 
birches Betula spp. and oaks Quercus spp. with some conifers and an understorey with luxuriant 
areas of blaeberry Vaccinium myrtillus. 

A.2.13 The Loch Lomond RAMSAR site supports several species of nationally scarce plants, and the 
slow-moving river and lagoons are especially rich in aquatic invertebrates. The area is noted for 
its wintering waterfowl and supports an internationally important population of Greenland white-
fronted geese Anser albifrons flavirostris. 

A.2.14 Loch Lomond Woods Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is designated as such owing to the 
presence of otters and western acidic oak woodland. The conservation objective for the area is 
to avoid deterioration of the habitat and ensure the integrity of the site to achieve a favourable 
conservation status for the identified features.  

A.2.15 Woodland covers around 20% of the total land area in West Dunbartonshire, including large 
parts of the Kilpatrick Hills. Around a third of the woodland is native. Ancient semi-natural 
woodland is an irreplaceable resource, along with other woodlands, hedgerows and individual 
trees. These resources can have high nature conservation and landscape value.  

A.2.16 Woodland, forestry and trees make an important contribution towards the rural and urban 
environment and are an essential part of the landscape and green network. As well as creating 
attractive places to live, they contribute to sustainable water management; mitigation and 
adaptation to climate change; biodiversity as part of an integrated habitat network; and are a 

resource for outdoor access and recreation. 

Soil  

A.2.17 West Dunbartonshire has an industrial past which has left a legacy of vacant, derelict and 
contaminated land with a number of large sites that have remained undeveloped for a number 
of years. The 2019 Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey recorded 163ha of derelict and 
urban vacant land in West Dunbartonshire spread across 70 sites.  

A.2.18 Carbon rich soils within the Kilpatrick Hills are not only an important habitat but also function to 
reduce greenhouse gases by taking in and storing carbon. Peatland soils play a valuable role 
as carbon stores or ‘sinks’; therefore, it is important to protect such soils from adverse impacts, 
including the release of CO2 to the atmosphere. 

A.2.19 Land Capability for Agriculture data from the MacAulay Land Use Research Institute shows 
there is no Class 1 or 2 agricultural land in West Dunbartonshire. Class 3 areas capable of 
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producing a moderate range of crops, are potentially under development pressure, particularly 
where located on the urban edge. 

A.2.20 Auchincarroch Landfill site is an important asset with regard to the management of waste at a 
regional scale. It is one of a number of waste management sites in West Dunbartonshire.  

Water  

A.2.21 The Clyde and Loch Lomond Local Flood Risk Management Plan June 2016 (LFRMP) is the 
first flood risk management plan for the district. It describes the actions which will make a 
difference to managing the risk of flooding and recovering from flood events. The LFRMP is 
published by Glasgow City Council on behalf of a partnership comprising 10 local authorities of 
which West Dunbartonshire Council is one.  

A.2.22 The LFRMP identifies Potentially Vulnerable Areas (PVAs), West Dunbartonshire is included in 
the Loch Lomond and Vale of Leven, Kilsyth to Bearsden and Yoker Catchment PVAs.  

A.2.23 The Loch Lomond and Vale of Leven PVA has a risk of river, surface water and coastal flooding 
with 3300 residential properties and 790 non-residential properties at risk of flooding.  

A.2.24 Action have been identified and objectives set to manage flood risk and West Dunbartonshire 
Council is identified as the Lead Authority across a number of them including Natural Flood 
Management Studies, Flood Protection Studies and Surface Water Plans/Studies.  

A.2.25 The nature of West Dunbartonshire’s topography and urban form, alongside the Rivers Leven 
and Clyde, means the area is prone to flooding from these watercourses and their tributaries, 
including the Knowles and Gruggies Burns. One of the impacts of climate change is expected 
to be increased instances of flooding.  

A.2.26 Fourteen water bodies within West Dunbartonshire come under the scope of the river basin 
management planning monitoring regime and have been assessed as to their water quality. 
Five of the six waterways are classified as poor or of poor ecological potential, including the 
River Leven; the Forth and Clyde Canal is classified as having good ecological potential; the 
Clyde Estuary is classified as moderate, while the Inner Clyde is classified as having moderate 
ecological potential.  

Landscape  

A.2.27 The Kilpatrick Hills are designated as a Regional Scenic Area. As well as the landscape value 
of the Kilpatrick Hills, the area features a network of nationally and locally important nature 
conservation sites, which together cover much of the area. They provide a robust framework of 
habitat connectivity, and recognise the wildlife value of the open mosaic of habitats in the Hills. 

Cultural Heritage  

A.2.28 A section of the Antonine Wall, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, passes through the WDC area. 
The Wall has international cultural and archaeological significance and there is a buffer zone to 
protect its setting.  

A.2.29 There are 12 scheduled monument sites in West Dunbartonshire including Dumbarton Castle, 
the Forth and Clyde Canal and Bowling Basin. There are also over 140 listed buildings in the 
area ranging from mansion houses and castles to a tank and motor works. Clydebank, Old 
Kilpatrick and Dumbarton each contain Conservation Areas. 
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Socio-economics  

Population & Human Health 

A.2.30 The West Dunbartonshire Local Outcomes Improvement Plan (LOIP) 2017 – 2027 indicates 
that in 2017 the area had a population of approximately 89,590, accounting for 1.7% of the total  
population of Scotland. The 19-29 years age group makes up only 17.4% of the  population, 
compared to 18.2% of the Scottish population. West Dunbartonshire’s total population has been 
falling over time as Scotland’s has risen, linked to a steady decrease in the birth rate year on 
year. 

A.2.31 According to National Records of Scotland, over the next 10 years (2019-2029), the population 
of West Dunbartonshire is projected to continue to decrease by 2.9% due to natural change 
(more deaths than births). Total net migration (net migration within Scotland, from overseas and 
from the rest of the UK) is projected to result in a population increase of 0.7% over the same 
period. 

A.2.32 Open space analysis contained in the LDP2 ER indicates that the majority of the population of 
West Dunbartonshire lives within 300 metres of an area of open space over 1ha in size and that 
there is an average of 6.60ha of open space per 1000 people.  

A.2.33 Proximity to pollution, noise and other factors affecting amenity also influences human health, 
including derelict and contaminated land. The 2019 Vacant and Derelict Land Survey identified 
that 57.3% of the population in West Dunbartonshire lives within 500 metres of derelict land.  

Material Assets  

Transport 

A.2.34 Transport makes up around 9% of WDC emissions. 

A.2.35 West Dunbartonshire is well connected in transport terms. There is a railway network which 
provides frequent rail services within the council area and linking directly to Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. It is also well served by buses providing links within and outwith West 
Dunbartonshire. The A82 runs through West Dunbartonshire connecting to Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond and the West Highlands and via the Erskine Bridge to the M8 and national motorway 
network.  

Housing and Regeneration 

A.2.36 The West Dunbartonshire LOIP 2017-2027 indicates that the area has around 45,056 dwellings, 
of which just less then 25% (10,748) of are Council owned.  

A.2.37 The transformation of West Dunbartonshire’s key regeneration sites continues to be a major 
and long-term priority for the Council. The key sites for regeneration identified in the finalised 
West Dunbartonshire LDP2 Proposed Plan are: 

 Clydebank town centre and waterfront;  

 Carless: 

 Bowling Basin and Harbour;  

 Exxon, Bowling;  

 Dumbarton town centre and waterfront;  
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 Lomondgate and the Vale of Leven Industrial Estate; and  

 Alexandria town centre. 

Social and Community Infrastructure 

A.2.38 WDC has over 14,500 pupils across 7 secondary schools, 32 primary schools, three Additional 
Support Needs schools and 22 Early Learning and Childcare Centres. 

A.2.39 There are three main leisure centres in the WDC area, the Meadow Centre in Dumbarton, 
Clydebank Leisure Centre and Vale of Leven Swimming Pool. WDCs community infrastructure 
also includes 81 play areas, Balloch Castle Country Park, Christie Park in Alexandria, Dalmuir 
Park and Levengrove Park. Clydebank hosts two community buildings, the Town Hall and the 
Clydebank Museum and Art Gallery.  

Waste Management  

A.2.40 WDC supports and is committed to implementing Scotland’s Zero Waste Strategy. WDC aims 
to prevent waste from being created and encourages the reuse and recycle of goods and 
materials as much as possible. The Council are following the Scottish Government targets set 
for every council meaning that by 2025, 70% of waste should be recycled and only 5% of waste 
should be sent to landfill sites.  

A.2.41 There are several facilities contributing to waste management within the WDC area. They 
include the major landfill site at Auchencarroch, a landfill for inert material at Rigangower near 
Milton and a number of household waste recycling centres. Planning permission exists for a 
waste management facility at Rothesay Dock in Clydebank which has the potential to 
significantly contribute to the sustainable management of waste arising within the WDC area 
and beyond.  

 



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

95 
 

Appendix B  SEA Framework 

Table B.1: WDC CCAP SEA Framework 

SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by achieving 
net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

• Support the achievement of Scottish Government climate change mitigation targets? 

• Maximise potential reductions from WDC in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions? 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire.  

• Support the minimisation of energy use? 

• Support the delivery of renewable and low carbon energy and reduce dependency on non-
renewable sources? 

• Facilitate investment in and promote the use of low carbon and sustainable infrastructure? 

• Promote sustainable design that minimises GHG emissions and is adaptable to the effects of 
climate change? 

• Help reduce actual emissions from the food system? 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, community 
and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

• Implement adaptation measures to address the likely effects of climate change? 

• Increase the resilience of people, infrastructure and the natural environment to the impacts of 
climate change, including flood risk, extreme weather and temperature? 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social and 
economic prosperity for all, including through reducing inequalities 
and ensuring social inclusion. 

 

• Address infrastructure needs resulting from existing and changing demographic and socio-
economic conditions? 

• Protect and enhance access to high quality community facilities, public services and key 
amenities? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Promote a culture of equality, fairness and respect for people and the environment? 

• Tackle poverty and social exclusion? 

• Promote social cohesion and integration? 

• Reduce fuel poverty? 

• Help to reduce inequalities, particularly for those people and communities most vulnerable to 
climate impacts? 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, workplace and 
visitor), including with respect to physical and mental health and 
social wellbeing. 

• Promote health enhancing environments, behaviours and activities for local communities? 

• Reduce health inequalities and improve the physical and mental health and wellbeing of 
communities? 

• Facilitate or encourage active travel or physical recreation? 

• Enhance access to open spaces and nature? 

• Promote healthier lifestyles and promote the benefits associated with a rich natural 
environment?  

• Improve quality, quantity and equality of access to green and blue space and increase 
opportunities for recreation? 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity interests including protected habitats, 
species and woodlands.   

• Ensure appropriate safeguards for the integrity and conservation objectives of sites designated 
at international, national or local levels for reasons of biodiversity or geodiversity value or 
species protection? 

• Protect and enhance valued species and habitats? 

• Safeguard against habitat loss or fragmentation? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Protect and enhance native and ancient woodland? 

• Promotes nature-based solutions in adapting to, and mitigating, the effects of climate change? 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and protect peatlands and soil 
resources 

• Remediate known contamination of land and groundwater? 

• Safeguard best quality and locally important agricultural land? 

• Protect and enhance important soil resources? 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green infrastructure 
networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

• Protect and enhance ecological connectivity and resilience?  

• Protect and improve multi-functional attributes of the green infrastructure network? 

• Support delivery of biodiversity net gain and wider net environmental gain? 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, landscape 
features, townscape character and visual amenity.  

• Protect and enhance landscape character? 

• Safeguard important landscape and townscape features? 

• Avoid adverse effects on protected landscapes? 

• Protect visual amenity and valued views? 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic 
environment, including heritage assets, historic townscapes and their 
unique landscape settings. 

• Conserve, protect and enhance historic environment assets of national, regional and local 
importance and their settings? 

• Protect, enhance and manage the character, setting and appearance of historic landscapes, 
maintaining local character, distinctiveness and sense of place? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Reduce the potential impact of climate change on the historic environment, including heritage 
assets (designated and undesignated) and their setting? 

• Promote sensitive re-use and regeneration of historic buildings and historic townscapes? 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources.   

• Improve the quality and WFD status (overall, chemical and ecological) of waterbodies? 

• Affect the volume of surface water runoff into or abstraction from water bodies? 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and mitigate 
impacts of flooding and droughts using nature-based solutions 
whenever possible. 

• Support a whole river catchment approach to flooding through the development of flood 
prevention (including natural flood management) and regeneration programmes including the 
development of SUDS and blue/green infrastructure? 

• Enhance resilience to and minimise the risk of flooding from all sources of flooding to all 
people, property, infrastructure and environmental assets? 

• Manage and reduce flood risks to WDC assets? 

• Manage residual flood risks appropriately and avoid new flood risks? 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. 

• Reduce water use? 

• Increase the efficiency of water use? 

• Support improvements to water infrastructure (supply, drainage and sewerage)? 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of harmful 
atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

• Maintain or improve air quality? 

• Reduce exposure to poor air quality? 

• Support measures for the reduction of congestion and traffic levels? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Prevent and reduce emissions of harmful pollutants? 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient and 
sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet identified needs. 

• Support housing provision to meet identified needs? 

• Prioritise the re-development of previously developed land? 

• Support the provision of adequate infrastructure and services to meet identified population 
needs and support economic growth? 

• Support the protection and enhancement of buildings, infrastructure and transport network? 

• Increase the resilience of infrastructure and material assets to the impacts of climate change 
(including flood risk, extreme weather and temperature)? 

• Support the delivery of existing and emerging spatial strategies at national, regional and local 
levels? 

• Support better integration of infrastructure development, land-use/spatial planning, transport 
planning and economic development decisions? 

• Achieve high quality sustainable design for buildings, spaces and the public realm? 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of the circular 
economy, promote recycling and manage waste with minimal 
environmental impact. 

• Encourage the sustainable use of material assets and minimise waste generation? 

• Implement circular economy principles? 

• Support the transition to a circular economy? 

• Treat and process waste with minimal environmental impact? 
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Appendix C  Detailed SEA of CCAP Thematic 

Actions 

C.1 Overview 

C.1.1 This appendix provides a detailed assessment of likely environmental effects from each set of 
thematic actions included within the Draft West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
(‘the Draft CCAP’). The methodology adopted to undertake this assessment is detailed in 
Section 4 of the WDC CCAP Environmental Report (‘the ER’). 

C.1.2 The Draft CCAP sets out a range of actions for West Dunbartonshire Council (WDC) to address 
climate change mitigation, climate adaptation and wider sustainability issues in accordance with 
the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and associated legislation. These actions are grouped 
around a set of themes pre-determined within the WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021): 

 Overarching  

 Energy, Water & Assets 

 Housing 

 Waste & Circular Economy 

 Sustainable Travel 

 Sustainable Procurement 

 Biodiversity, Landscape & Greenspace 

 Climate Impacts, Risk & Adaptation 

 Schools & Education 

 Communities & Health 

C.1.3 Within each theme three broad types of thematic actions have been developed for inclusion 
within the CCAP, with these actions forming the main substantive components of the Draft 
CCAP at this stage: 

 Operational and infrastructure actions: implementation of policies and projects to directly 
achieve the Council’s decarbonisation targets and enhance climate resilience in the 
delivery of WDC’s services; 

 Transport, planning and environmental management actions: implementation of policies 
and projects to indirectly support climate change mitigation and enhance climate resilience 
for stakeholders across the WDC area; 

 Decision-making actions: development of tools, monitoring frameworks, procurement 
approaches and governance arrangements to embed climate action within the Council’s 
decision-making processes.  

C.1.4 In accordance with core SEA requirements, this assessment focuses on identifying significant 
effects and relevant mitigation measures to address any identified Major Negative (i.e. 
significant adverse) effects. It also seeks to identify and resolve any key uncertainties which 
presently limit the effectiveness of the assessed strategic policies.  
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C.1.5 The scoring system used to assess each set of proposed thematic actions against the SEA 
Objectives detailed in the WDC CCAP SEA Framework (Appendix B) is shown in Table C.1 
below.  

Table C.1: SEA Scoring System 

Score Description Symbol 

Significant (Major) 
Positive Effect 

The proposed action contributes significantly to the achievement of 
the SEA Objective.  

++ 

Minor Positive Effect  
The proposed action contributes to the achievement of the SEA 
Objective but not significantly.  

+ 

Neutral Effect  
The proposed action is related but does not have any effect on the 
achievement of the SEA Objective. 

0 

Minor Negative Effect  
The proposed action detracts from the achievement of the SEA 
Objective but not significantly.  

- 

Significant (Major) 
Negative Effect  

The proposed action detracts significantly from the achievement of 
the SEA Objective. Mitigation is therefore required. 

_ 
 

Uncertain Effect 

The proposed action has an uncertain relationship to the SEA 
Objective, or the relationship is dependent on the way in which the 
aspect is managed. Additionally, insufficient information may be 
available to enable an assessment to be made. 

? 

No Clear Relationship 
There is no clear relationship between the proposed action and the 
achievement of the SEA Objective, or the relationship is negligible.  

~ 

 

C.1.6 As detailed in Section 5 of the Draft CCAP SEA ER, a suite of mitigation and enhancement 
recommendations were made by the SEA project team throughout the iterative development 
and assessment of thematic actions to clarify their scope and implementation, remove 
uncertainties and extend the coverage of actions to all relevant environmental issues. These 
recommendations were incorporated into the final version of the Draft CCAP and the SEA 
reported below was updated to reflect this.     

C.1.7 In addition to identifying likely Major (i.e. significant) or Minor (i.e. not significant) effects from 
the implementation of each proposed action, this commentary box lists any assumptions or 
uncertainties which influence the assessment against individual SEA Objectives. Each 
assessment matrix also identifies any further mitigation or enhancement recommendations not 
already incorporated into the Draft CCAP which should be considered in the finalisation of the 
CCAP post consultation to resolve identified uncertainties, address any likely Major Negative 
(i.e. significant adverse) effects and enhance the contribution of proposed actions to the 
achievement of relevant SEA objectives. A collated set of all further mitigation and enhancement 
recommendations identified through the assessment is provided in Section 7. 

C.1.8 For reasons of proportionality the SEA was undertaken using separate matrices for each 
thematic group of actions as detailed within the Draft CCAP. Tables C.2 – C.11 below present 
the findings of an assessment of likely effects from each thematic group of actions against the 
16 SA Objectives defined within the WDC CCAP SEA Framework (as set out in full in Appendix 
B).  
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C.2 Detailed Assessment Matrices 

Overarching Actions 

C.2.1 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 1 – Overarching Actions, which WDC’s Climate Change Action Group (CCAG) will be responsible 
for implementing (rather than individual service areas as for all other proposed thematic actions: 

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a ‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within strategic and operational decision-making;  

Table C.2: SEA Matrix for Theme 1 - Overarching Actions  

SEA Objective  
OA 

Action 
1.1 

OA 
Action 

1.2 

OA 
Action 

1.3 

 

OA 
Action 

1.4 

 

Commentary 

1.  WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by 
achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ 
 

++ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects: 
▪ Actions 1 to 4 all directly seek to implement the Council’s Climate Change Strategy (2020) by setting out and co-ordinating actions to 

deliver net zero Council’s emissions and support the wider achievement of net zero across West Dunbartonshire. As the co-ordinating 
actions have been designed to involve and address emissions from all Council service areas as well as from the wider community they are 
all appropriate for the CCAP and are likely to have significant positive effects on this SEA Objective.  

▪ Actions look to embed energy and carbon management objectives in decision making, empower staff to respond to targets being set by 
the Climate Change Action Group (CCAG) and offset carbon and it is considered all of these will help the council to reach net zero 
emissions.  

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire. 

+ + + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects: 
▪ Actions 1 to 4 all support the transition to net zero greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire. Their impact is considered to 

be positive rather than significantly positive as they relate to internal council activity and so their impact on the West Dunbartonshire wide 
transition is likely to be limited.  
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, 
community and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

+ + + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects: 
▪ Actions 1, 2, 3 and 4 are predicted to have a minor positive effect in that they seek to reduce and offset emissions of carbon, empower 

staff to respond to climate targets and embed energy and carbon management objectives into decision making across the organisation. 
Reducing emissions will help to reduce the potential negative effects of climate change and ensuring staff are aware of the actions that 
required to be delivered in the CCAP will help to increase overall council resilience to climate change impacts.  

 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve 
social and economic prosperity for all, including through 
reducing inequalities and ensuring social inclusion. 

+ + + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1, 2, 3 and 4 meet the needs of the population in reducing emissions and improving awareness of climate change.  
 

 
  

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, 
workplace and visitor), including with respect to physical and 
mental health and social wellbeing. 

+ + + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Reducing and offsetting emissions, identifying climate risk and vulnerabilities and embedding carbon management into council strategies 

and plans should result in an overall positive effect on physical health. All Actions are predicted to result in improved air quality which will 
have a resultant effect on physical health. Becoming net-zero by 2045 will improve air quality as it is predicted that there will be a 
reduction in concentrations of harmful pollutants in the air.  

▪ Sequestering carbon through afforestation is predicted to improve air quality and is also likely to result in increased tree coverage across 
West Dunbartonshire which will provide more green spaces and increase opportunity for people to spend time in nature which is known to 
have positive effects on both mental and physical health.  
 



SEA Environmental Report 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

103 
 

SEA Objective  
OA 

Action 
1.1 

OA 
Action 

1.2 

OA 
Action 

1.3 

 

OA 
Action 

1.4 

 

Commentary 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and 
enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests including 
protected habitats, species and woodlands.   

++ ++ ++ 
++ 

 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Reducing emissions, managing and offsetting carbon, identifying climate risks and vulnerabilities and increasing awareness of climate 

change all have a significant positive effect on biodiversity and geodiversity.  
▪ Reduced emissions and improved air quality will have a positive effect on plant and animal health.  
▪ The Green Champions Network will help to ensure the CCAP actions are delivered which will have an overall positive impact on 

biodiversity and geodiversity.  
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and protect 
peatlands and soil resources 

+ ++ + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 2 involves afforestation and managing woodland to which would have an overall beneficial effect on soil as increasing areas of 

forest will improve overall soil health through stabilisation and drainage.  
▪ Actions 1, 3 and 4 will have a positive effect but not deemed to be significant.  
▪ Ensuring energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within strategic and operational decision-making is predicted to 

result in the use of soil resources being more carefully considered in decision making as sustainability objectives will take a more 
prominent role and this will result in between protection of these resources.  
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

+ ++ + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All actions will have a positive effect but are not deemed significant. Reducing and offsetting emissions, and embedding carbon 

management into council strategies and plans should result in an overall positive effect on green infrastructure as improved air quality will 
have a positive effect on the flora and fauna that make up the green network. It also means that sustainability will be factored into decision 
making more and therefore green infrastructure 

▪ Afforestation projects can be used to enhance green infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity through connecting green 
spaces and introducing new areas of trees planting and so it is considered this will have a significant positive effect.  
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, 
landscape features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

+ ++ + 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered that Actions to reduce carbon, offset emissions, educate and empower staff to act on climate change targets and embed 

energy and carbon management into strategic decision making will have a positive effect on the landscape.  
▪ Afforestation projects can be used to enhance the landscape and improve visual amenity.  

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the 
historic environment, including heritage assets, historic 
townscapes and their unique landscape settings. 

~ ~ ~ 
~ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Overarching Actions and the Cultural Heritage SEA Objective.  

 
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources using nature-
based solutions whenever possible.   

~ ~ ++ 
~ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Water Environment SEA Objective and the Overarching Actions 1, 2 and 3.  
▪ Action 2 to have a Green Champions network to empower staff is predicted to have a positive impact as they will ensure that Actions 

relating to the water environment are being implemented and this should result in the protection and enhancement of these environments. 
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and 
mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ ++ 
~ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Overarching Actions and the Flood Risk SEA Objectives 1, 2 and 4.  
▪ The Green Champions network will work to respond to the Actions and therefore will have a positive impact by empowering staff to 

respond to the targets and actions in the CCAP and will therefore ensure any actions relating flooding are implemented.  

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ++ ~ ++ 
~ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ No clear relationship between carbon offsetting and water use.  
▪ The Green Champions will help to ensure the sustainable use of water by increasing awareness and ensuring actions relating to water use 

are implemented.  
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations 
of harmful atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to 
noise and vibration. 

++ ++ ++ 
++ 

 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on Air Quality. The effects are predicted to be positive as they relate to 

becoming net zero, off setting carbon and making energy and carbon management objectives mainstream in the organisation all of which 
are predicted to reduce concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and a resulting improvement in air quality.  
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SEA Objective  
OA 

Action 
1.1 

OA 
Action 

1.2 

OA 
Action 

1.3 

 

OA 
Action 

1.4 

 

Commentary 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the 
efficient and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet 
identified needs. 

~ ~ ++ 
~ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1, 2 and 3.  
▪ Through the Green Champions Network it is considered that Actions in the CCAP which relate to the sustainable use of land and 

infrastructure will be implemented and therefore the effect of Action 2 is considered to be significantly positive.  

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of 
the circular economy, promote recycling and manage waste 
with minimal environmental impact. 

+ + ++ 
+ 
 

Assessment of Predicted Effects 
▪ It is predicted that the Green Champions Network will have a significant positive effect on this SEA Objective by ensuring actions that 

relate to waste management are implemented. It is also predicted that the Green Champions Network will accelerate behaviour change 
and staff will more likely to recycle waste and produce less waste overall through having increased awareness of climate change.  
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Energy, Water & Assets Actions 

C.2.2 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 2 – Energy, Water & Assets: 

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where technically feasible and cost effective). 

Table C.3: SEA Matrix for Theme 2 – Energy, Water & Assets 

SEA Objective  
EWA 
Action 

2.1 

EWA 
Action 

2.2 

EWA 
Action 

2.3 

EWA 
Action 

2.4 

EWA 
Action 

2.5 

EWA 
Action 

2.6 

EWA 
Action 

2.7 

EWA 
Action 

2.8 
Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate 
emergency by achieving net zero operational 
emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 1 is to set an annual reduction target for all energy consumption in council buildings which will 

significantly contribute to achieving net zero operation emissions.  
▪ Actions 2 and 3 regarding pilot and future Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategies (LHEES) will have 

an overall significant positive effect in that they seek to reduce energy demand and decarbonise heat 
supply and will inform the council’s approach to energy efficiency going forward.  

▪ Strategies to reduce energy and water consumption in council buildings as per Actions 4 and 5 will 
contribute to efforts for net zero emissions by 2045.  

▪ Actions 6 and 7 regarding renewable energy will have a significant positive effect on achieving net zero 
operational emissions by 2045 by allowing a move away from fossil fuel dependency.  

▪ Action 8 to seek to optimise existing assets and buildings and prioritise their use over new construction 
will help to reduce construction related emissions, reduce extraction and transportation of raw materials 
and will minimise land take for new development all of which contributes to achieving net zero operational 
emissions by 2045.  

 
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to 
net zero greenhouse gas emissions across West 
Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered all Actions will support the transition to net zero greenhouse gas emissions across West 

Dunbartonshire.  
▪ Although some actions relate only to Council activities and assets it is considered that internal changes 

will also contribute to reductions in area wide emissions.  
▪ The LHEES will decarbonise the heat supply to buildings which is predicted to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions as it will increase access to district heat networks which will heat buildings through a more 
efficient system than individual gas boilers or electric heating systems.  

 
Mitigation and Enhancement:  

▪ Where successful, the strategies to reduce energy and water use in internal council buildings should be 
implemented across other buildings in West Dunbartonshire such as factories, workplaces etc.  

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience 
(environmental, community and infrastructure) to the 
impacts of climate change. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to make a positive contribution to climate resilience.  
▪ LHEES will help residents and communities be more resilient to climate impacts relating to extreme 

temperature events by making homes and buildings more energy efficient meaning residents are less 
vulnerable to fuel poverty and have a reliable source of energy for heating and cooling homes.  
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SEA Objective  
EWA 
Action 

2.1 

EWA 
Action 

2.2 

EWA 
Action 

2.3 

EWA 
Action 

2.4 

EWA 
Action 

2.5 

EWA 
Action 

2.6 

EWA 
Action 

2.7 

EWA 
Action 

2.8 
Commentary 

▪ Included in the scope of Action 4 is to research future resilience to climate change to avoid overheating 
risks and wasted energy through heating and cooling.  

▪ Reducing water consumption and installing renewable energy technologies will help council buildings to 
be more resilient to the impacts of climate change.  

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and 
improve social and economic prosperity for all, 
including through reducing inequalities and ensuring 
social inclusion. 

~ ++ ++ ~ ~ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Action 1 and this SEA Objective but the action will not have a 

negative effect.  
▪ Actions 2 and 3 will have significant positive effect on Inclusive Growth in that they will seek to address 

fuel poverty and provide access to energy from renewable sources based on level of need.  
▪ Action 4 could be strengthened by including council housing stock in the scope and not just referring to 

non-domestic buildings and assets.  
▪ There is no clear relationship between reducing internal water consumption and inclusive growth.  
▪ Actions 6, 7 and 8 are considered to have a significant positive effect on this SEA Objective through 

provision of renewable energy and improving energy efficiency.  
 
Assumptions and Uncertainties: 

▪ Assessment of Action 6 assumes domestic council property is included.  
 
 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population 
(resident, workplace and visitor), including with respect 
to physical and mental health and social wellbeing. 

+ ++ ++ + ~ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Increased use of renewable energy and using Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategies to reduce 

energy demand and decarbonise the provision of heat to buildings should improve health as a result of 
reduced emissions from fossil fuels.  

▪ Increasing access to district heat networks through the LHEES will help to improve health as residents will 
have a reliable and affordable source of heating which will remove the stress associated with the 
affordability of heating homes. Physical health can also be improved as people are less vulnerable to 
illnesses such as flu and colds if they are in warm homes.  

▪ An internal energy reduction strategy for council buildings as per Actions 1 and 4 will have a positive 
effect on health but this is not considered to be significant.  

▪ There is no direct relationship between reduced internal council water consumption and improved health. 
 

 
 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect 
and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests 
including protected habitats, species and woodlands.   

+ + + + + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered that reduced energy consumption and increased use of renewable energy will have a 

positive effect on Biodiversity and Geodiversity.  
▪ Switching to renewable sources of energy and moving away from being reliant on fossil fuels will result in 

improved air quality which will help to protect habitats, species and woodlands which can be negatively 
impacted by harmful atmospheric pollutants.  

▪ Efforts to utilise existing assets and avoid construction of new buildings will have a positive effect on 
Biodiversity and Geodiversity owing to less land take for new development and will avoid habitat loss and 
fragmentation and result in less impact on native and ancient woodland.  
 

Mitigation and Enhancement:  
▪ It should be ensured that any infrastructure required to deliver renewable energy does not result in 

negative impacts on biodiversity such as habitats being cleared to accommodate any development 
required.  

 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and 
protect peatlands and soil resources 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1 to 7 and soil.  
▪ Action 8 to optimise the use of existing buildings and assets will have a significant positive effect on Soil 

as it will result in less land take for new development including agricultural land.  
 
Assumptions and Uncertainties: 

▪ None identified.  
 

Mitigation and Enhancement:  
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SEA Objective  
EWA 
Action 

2.1 

EWA 
Action 

2.2 

EWA 
Action 

2.3 

EWA 
Action 

2.4 

EWA 
Action 

2.5 

EWA 
Action 

2.6 

EWA 
Action 

2.7 

EWA 
Action 

2.8 
Commentary 

▪ None identified.  
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat 
connectivity. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1 to 8 and Green Infrastructure. 
 

 
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape 
character, landscape features, townscape character 
and visual amenity. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ? + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Depending on the methods and implementation of renewable energy generation there is the potential for 

there to be a negative impact on landscape character. The Renewable Energy Planning Guidance should 
ensure any potential negative landscape impacts are mitigated.  

▪ Prioritising maintenance, using existing assets and retrofitting over new construction minimises potential 
landscape impacts from new construction and therefore this is predicted to have a positive impact on the 
Landscape SEA Objective.  

▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1 to 5.  
 

  

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote 
the historic environment, including heritage assets, 
historic townscapes and their unique landscape 
settings. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ? ? 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1 to 5 and Cultural Heritage. It is not considered that they 

would impact negatively on cultural heritage.  
▪ The relationship between Actions 6, 7 and 8 is uncertain as impact would be dependent on 

implementation.  
 

 
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and 
enhance water environments, water quality and water 
resources using nature-based solutions whenever 
possible.     

++ 0 0 ++ + 0 0 ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 5 seeks to reduce water consumption in council buildings which is predicted to have a significant 

positive effect on the water environment as less water will be being extracted and less waste water 
produced which reduces potential harm to water environments.  

▪ It is considered that the Actions to reduce overall energy use in council buildings will have a positive 
effect. 

▪ Retrofitting, re-using and maintaining existing buildings over new construction is considered to impact 
positively on the water environment as it is considered that there is less potential to harm the water 
environment.  

 
 

 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all 
sources and mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Energy, Water and Assets Actions and the Flood Risk SEA 

Objectives.  
 
 
 
 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ~ ~ ~ ++ ++ ~ ~ + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 5 will have a significant positive effect on the Water Use SEA Objective as the predicted result of 

the internal water reduction strategy for council buildings is less water use and water being used more 
sustainably.  

▪ Action 8 is predicted to have a positive effect as prioritising the retrofit of buildings will support the 
introduction of technologies and equipment which can facilitate less water consumption. A reduction in the 
amount of new construction required as existing buildings are adapted that there will not be a large draw 
on water for new construction projects.  

▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7.  
 

 
Mitigation and Enhancement:  
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SEA Objective  
EWA 
Action 

2.1 

EWA 
Action 

2.2 

EWA 
Action 

2.3 

EWA 
Action 

2.4 

EWA 
Action 

2.5 

EWA 
Action 

2.6 

EWA 
Action 

2.7 

EWA 
Action 

2.8 
Commentary 

▪ Strategy is replicated across non-council buildings where feasible to support an area wide reduction in 
water consumption.  

 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce 
concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and 
minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ~ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered that all Actions aside from Action 5 which has no clear relationship, will have a significant 

positive effect on the Air Quality Objective.  
▪ It is considered that reducing energy consumption, developing LHEES, implementing a Renewable 

Energy Strategy and prioritising retrofit and maintenance over new construction will result in a reduction in 
concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and an overall improvement in air quality.  

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve 
the efficient and sustainable use of land and 
infrastructure to meet identified needs. 

~ ++ ++ + + + + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Prioritising retrofit and maintenance of existing assets is predicted to have a positive impact on land use 

and infrastructure as it is sustainable and reduces the need to take land unnecessarily for new 
construction. This reduces the need for infrastructure such as roads that would be required to link new 
development to existing areas.  
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the 
implementation of the circular economy, promote 
recycling and manage waste with minimal 
environmental impact. 

+ + + + + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
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Housing Actions 

C.2.3 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 3 – Housing: 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). In all decisions and practices, the Council 
will encourage housing delivery (Council led and external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change using alternative fuel sources.  

Table C.4: SEA Matrix for Theme 3 – Housing 

SEA Objective  
Housing 

Action 3.1  
 Housing 
Action 3.2 

 Housing 
Action 3.3 

 

Housing 
Action 3.4 

 

Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by 
achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions operational 
emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the WDC Mitigation SEA Objective. Actions aim to increase 

energy efficiency and use renewable energy sources across domestic council stock therefore contributing to the target to reduce 
operational emissions.  

▪ The Actions seek to increase energy efficiency which would reduce the amount of overall energy needed to heat and cool homes 
which would result in a decrease in emissions.  

▪ Introducing using alternative fuel sources such as solar panels would contribute to reducing emissions by moving away from 
being reliant on fossil fuels for powering homes.  

▪ Prioritising retrofit, re-use and maintenance helps to reduce the emissions associated constructing new buildings.  
 
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net 
zero across West Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the transition to net zero across West Dunbartonshire as efforts 

to increase efficiency and use of renewable energy sources will support the transition to net zero. 
▪  The Actions seek to increase energy efficiency which would reduce the amount of overall energy needed to heat and cool homes 

which would result in a decrease in emissions.  
▪ Introducing using alternative fuel sources such as solar panels would contribute to reducing emissions by moving away from 

being reliant on fossil fuels for powering homes.  
▪ Prioritising retrofit, re-use and maintenance helps to reduce the emissions associated constructing new buildings.  

 
 

 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, 
community and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate 
change. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on climate resilience.  
▪ Action 1 seeks to implement energy efficiency improvements to council housing stock whilst also minimising overheating risk 

which will increase community and infrastructure heat related resilience.  
▪ Action 2 to retrofit, renovate and maintain existing domestic buildings will increase resilience for community and infrastructure by 

installing new technologies for heat generation, insultation etc 
 

 
 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve 
social and economic prosperity for all, including through 
reducing inequalities and ensuring social inclusion. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1 and 2 will improve energy efficiency in domestic council stocks and support inclusive growth will improve social and 

economic prosperity by ensuring households are not at risk from escalating fuel costs and ensuring homes remain to a consistent 
high standard.  

▪ Action 3 seeks to implement domestic building sustainability, energy efficiency or design standards that go beyond standard 
mandatory regulations. The scope of the Action ensures that the transition to net zero heating systems does not increase the 
costs of heating bills for residents or tenants ensuring fuel poverty is addressed and that people are not financially worse off.  
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SEA Objective  
Housing 

Action 3.1  
 Housing 
Action 3.2 

 Housing 
Action 3.3 

 

Housing 
Action 3.4 

 

Commentary 

▪ Action 4 seeks to tackle fuel poverty and climate change through a holistic test project which will help to inform the approach to 
domestic heating across the area. The social impact of the project will be assessed giving a clear way to ensure future projects 
have good social and economic outcomes for all.  

 
 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, 
workplace and visitor), including with respect to physical and 
mental health and social wellbeing. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions seek to improve housing stock, fuel options and tackle fuel poverty all of which would have positive mental and 

physical health outcomes and improve social wellbeing.  
▪ Tackling fuel poverty will reduce stress experienced by those who were previously unable to afford to heat homes which would 

improve mental health and social wellbeing. It would also result in improved physical health as warm homes are less likely to 
suffer from mould and damp which can negatively affect physical health.  

 
 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and 
enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests including 
protected habitats, species and woodlands.   

~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Biodiversity and Geodiversity Actions and the Housing SEA Objective.  

 
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and 
protect peatlands and soil resources 

~ ++ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 2 to prioritise retrofitting over new construction has a significant positive effect as it will help to protect important agricultural 

land and soil resources by limiting the amount of land required for new development which would protect soil and peatland 
resources.  

 
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Housing Actions and the Green Infrastructure SEA Objective.  
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, 
landscape features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

~ + ~ ? 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 2 prioritising retrofit over new construction helps to protect landscape by limiting the potential impact from new construction 

and so has an overall positive effect on landscape.  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 1 and 3 and the Landscape SEA Objective.  
▪ The effect of Action 4 is uncertain as landscape impact would be dependent on the nature and implementation of alternative fuel 

sources. Landscape and visual impact should be considered.  
 
 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the 
historic environment, including heritage assets, historic 
townscapes and their unique landscape settings. 

? + + ? 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Prioritising retrofit over new construction helps to protect cultural heritage by limiting the potential impact from new construction.  
▪ Energy efficiency technologies/methods could have the potential to negatively impact heritage assets and townscapes depending 

on their implementation and therefore the effect of Action 1 is uncertain.  
▪ The impact of Action 4 on Cultural Heritage is also uncertain as the implementation of alternative fuel sources such as solar panel 

could impact negatively on heritage assets.  
 
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance 
water environments, water quality and water resources using 
nature-based solutions whenever possible.   

~ + ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Prioritising retrofit over new construction as per Action 1 helps to protect and conserve the water environment by limiting the 

potential impact from new construction. 
▪ There is no clear relationship between Housing Actions 1, 3 and 4 and the Water Environment SEA Objective.  

 
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources 
and mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Flood Risk SEA Objective and the Housing Actions.  
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SEA Objective  
Housing 

Action 3.1  
 Housing 
Action 3.2 

 Housing 
Action 3.3 

 

Housing 
Action 3.4 

 

Commentary 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ++ + ++ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions to improve energy efficiency and building sustainability have an overall positive effect on Water Use.  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Action 4, the holistic project to tackle fuel poverty and the Water Use SEA Objective.  

 
 

 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce 
concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and 
minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

++ + ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered all Actions will contribute positively to this SEA Objective as by increasing energy efficiency, implementing building 

design standards and tackling fuel poverty through alternative fuel sources such as solar panels this will improve air quality and 
reduce harmful atmospheric pollutants.  

 
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the 
efficient and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to 
meet identified needs. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a significant positive effect on the objective to manage and improve the efficient and sustainable use of land.  
▪ By improving energy efficiency of domestic council stock, prioritising retrofit over new construction, improving building 

sustainability and tackling fuel poverty that council are sustainably managing their housing infrastructure.  
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation 
of the circular economy, promote recycling and manage 
waste with minimal environmental impact. 

+ ++ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 2 to retrofit, renovate and maintain existing buildings contributes significantly to the SEA Objective. This will result in fewer 

demolitions and therefore less waste generated. This scope includes researching waste solutions for construction.  
▪ Action 1, 3 and 4 aim to improve existing stock and future housing stock in terms of sustainability and energy efficiency and 

therefore the lifespan of homes should be improved, again resulting in less need for demolitions.  
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Waste & Circular Economy Actions 

C.2.4 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 4 – Waste & Circular Economy: 

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy - including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt 
behaviours to reduce the need for non-sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Table C.5: SEA Matrix for Theme 4 – Waste & Circular Economy 

SEA Objective  
WCE 
Action 

4.1  

WCE 
Action 

4.2 

WCE 
Action 

4.3 

WCE 
Action 

4.4 

WCE 
Action 

4.5 

 

WCE 

Action 
4.6 

 

Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency 
by achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

+ + + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a positive effect on the objective to achieve net zero operational emissions by 2045 owing to them 

aiming to reduce and better manage waste.  
 
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions across West 
Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ ++ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions support the objective to support the transition to net zero across West Dunbartonshire.  
▪ Action 5 regarding single use plastic will have less impact than Actions 1,2, 3, 4 and 6 but will still make a positive impact.  

 
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience 
(environmental, community and infrastructure) to the 
impacts of climate change. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Waste and Circular Economy Actions and the Climate Resilience SEA 

Objective.  
 

 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and 
improve social and economic prosperity for all, including 
through reducing inequalities and ensuring social 
inclusion. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Waste and Circular Economy Actions and the Inclusive Growth SEA Objective.  

 
 

 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, 
workplace and visitor), including with respect to physical 
and mental health and social wellbeing. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The circular economy and waste reduction strategy in Action 1 will have a positive effect on health as the scope includes 

preventing marine plastics reaching the River Clyde which would have a positive impact on physical health. Action 5 also 
seeks to reduce plastic waste in the River Clyde.  

▪ Actions to reduce the amount of litter in West Dunbartonshire will have a positive impact on social wellbeing as improving 
the built and natural environment is known to be good for wellbeing.  

▪ Actions 2 and 6 seeks to improve rates of recycling and reduce the amount of waste in landfill which will have a positive 
effect on physical health as the emissions from waste going to landfill will be reduced with resultant improvements in air 
quality.  

▪ Action 4 to reduce food miles by using locally sourced ingredients in all council and school buildings and providing more 
vegetarian and vegan meals will have a positive effect on physical and mental health.  
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SEA Objective  
WCE 
Action 

4.1  

WCE 
Action 

4.2 

WCE 
Action 

4.3 

WCE 
Action 

4.4 

WCE 
Action 

4.5 

 

WCE 

Action 
4.6 

 

Commentary 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect 
and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests 
including protected habitats, species and woodlands.   

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions seek to reduce non-recyclable waste and the associated emissions that come from managing and process that 

waste and a reduction in emissions will have a positive impact on biodiversity and geodiversity. 
▪ Reducing the amount of waste in landfill will reduce the risk of harm to biodiversity and geodiversity.  
▪ Reducing single use plastic will reduce the risk of habitats being polluted with non-biodegradable waste and reduce the 

potential harm to species from plastic.  

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and 
protect peatlands and soil resources 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a positive effect on soil in that they reduce landfill, litter, plastic pollution and increase recycling.  
▪ Reducing landfill is predicted to result in less risk of soil being contaminated and reduces the amount of land that needs to 

be used to accommodate landfill sites.  
▪ Reducing litter and plastic consumption should result in less contamination of soil resources.  

 
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Reducing landfill, increasing recycling and reducing litter and plastic pollution is predicted to have an overall positive effect 

on Green Infrastructure as it is less likely that green infrastructure networks will be polluted with waste. Reducing reliance 
on landfill means less space is required for landfill sites meaning there is more land available for establishing green 
infrastructure networks.  
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape 
character, landscape features, townscape character and 
visual amenity. 

+ ? ? ~ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ New materials/resources transfer station could impact landscape negatively depending on layout, siting and design and 

therefore the predicted effect is considered to be uncertain.  
▪ Alternative waste and circular economy facilities could impact landscape negatively depending on layout, siting and design 

and therefore the predicted effect is considered to be uncertain.  
▪ A circular economy and waste reduction strategy is predicted to result in less overall waste in West Dunbartonshire which 

should impact positively on the landscape as there will be less visual impact from landfill and litter. 
▪ A reduction in single use plastics and improved awareness of and access to recycling facilities are likely to result in less 

litter and therefore the predicted effect is an overall improvement in visual amenity.  
▪ The relationship between reduced food miles and landscape is uncertain.  
 

 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the 
historic environment, including heritage assets, historic 
townscapes and their unique landscape settings. 

+ ? ? ~ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ New materials/resources transfer station could impact landscape negatively depending on layout, siting and design and 

therefore the predicted effect is considered to be uncertain.  
▪ Alternative waste and circular economy facilities could impact cultural heritage negatively depending on layout, siting and 

design and therefore the predicted effect is considered to be uncertain.  
▪ A circular economy and waste reduction strategy is predicted to result in less overall waste in West Dunbartonshire which 

should impact positively on cultural heritage as there will be less visual impact from landfill and litter. 
▪ A reduction in single use plastics and improved awareness of and access to recycling facilities are likely to result in less 

litter and therefore the predicted effect is an overall improvement in visual amenity and the settings of heritage assets and 
historic environments.  

▪ The relationship between reduced food miles and landscape is uncertain.  
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance 
water environments, water quality and water resources 
using nature-based solutions whenever possible.     

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ By increasing recycling, running litter prevention awareness campaigns and seeking to prevent plastic reaching water 

bodies all Actions will have a significant positive effect on conserving, protecting and enhancing water environments by 
reducing risk of pollution and contaminants from waste.  

 
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all 
sources and mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between Waste and the Circular Economy and the Flood Risk SEA Objective.  
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SEA Objective  
WCE 
Action 

4.1  

WCE 
Action 

4.2 

WCE 
Action 

4.3 

WCE 
Action 

4.4 

WCE 
Action 

4.5 

 

WCE 

Action 
4.6 

 

Commentary 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Water Use SEA Objective and the Waste and Circular Economy Actions.  

 
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce 
concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and 
minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ By increasing recycling, running litter prevention awareness campaigns and seeking to prevent plastic reaching water 

bodies all Actions will have a significant positive effect on conserving, protecting and enhancing air quality by reducing 
emissions generated in collecting and processing waste.   
 

 
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the 
efficient and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to 
meet identified needs. 

++ ++ ++ ~ ~ + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Implementing a circular economy and waste reduction strategy is predicted to have a positive impact on land and 

infrastructure as it will reduce the amount of land required for landfill allowing land to be used more sustainably.  
▪ Developing a new material/resource transfer station is predicted to allow waste to be managed more efficiently and 

sustainably.  
▪ Alternative and innovative waste and circular facilities will result in less land being required to accommodate landfill.  
▪ There is no clear relationship between reducing food waste and miles and not using single use plastics in schools and 

council buildings.  
 
Assumptions and Uncertainties  

▪ It is assumed that the material/resource transfer station will be suitable for current and predicted future waste management 
needs to ensure it can continue to operate efficiently regardless of population changes and will continue to meet needs.  

16. Waste management: Contribute to the 
implementation of the circular economy, promote 
recycling and manage waste with minimal environmental 
impact. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Waste and Circular Economy Actions have a significant positive effect on the Waste Management SEA Objective.  
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Sustainable Travel Actions 

C.2.5 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 5 – Sustainable Travel: 

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Table C.6: SEA Matrix for Theme 5 – Sustainable Travel 

SEA Objective  
ST 

Action 
5.1  

ST 
Action 

5.2 

ST 
Action 

5.3 

ST 
Action 

5.4 

ST 
Action 

5.5 

 

ST 
Action 

5.6 

 

Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by 
achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1 to 5 have a significant positive effect on achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045.  
▪ Actions 1 and 2 seek to make Electric Vehicles (EVs) more accessible by increasing the number of charging points across 

the council estate and West Dunbartonshire area making it easier for staff to use EVs.  
▪ Consolidating and reducing the pool fleet and replacing fossil fuel powered fleet vehicles as per Action 3 will help to reduce 

operational emissions.  
▪ Action 4 to utilise the green travel hierarchy approach to allow positive behaviour change for staff travel choices will help to 

reduce operational emissions. 
▪ Improving access to pool and bikes and will support staff to use more sustainable forms of transport and therefore 

contributes to reducing operational emissions.  
▪ Allowing staff to work more flexibly including from home will reduce commuting which will help to reduce travel related 

emissions.  
 
 
  
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions across West 
Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the transition to net zero greenhouse gas emissions. All 

Actions facilitate and encourage using more sustainable forms of transport and transport options which produce less or no 
emissions.  

▪ Improving access to EVs and charging points will make owning and driving an EV more attractive to people and therefore 
their use is likely to increase.  

▪ Identifying the barriers that prevent people using sustainable modes of travel will allow targeted action to encourage a 
modal shift towards active and sustainable travel modes and is likely to result increased uptake and a reduction in the use 
of motorised vehicles.  

 
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, 
community and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate 
change. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Sustainable Travel Actions and the Climate Resilience SEA Objective.  

 
 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve 
social and economic prosperity for all, including through 
reducing inequalities and ensuring social inclusion. 

+ ++ + ++ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1, 3, 5 and 6 are for improvements to EV charging facilities and bike schemes and allowing more agile working for 

Council staff only so whilst they will have positive effect on inclusive growth it is not considered significant as the Actions 
are for a select group.  
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SEA Objective  
ST 

Action 
5.1  

ST 
Action 

5.2 

ST 
Action 

5.3 

ST 
Action 

5.4 

ST 
Action 

5.5 

 

ST 
Action 

5.6 

 

Commentary 

▪ Actions  2 and 4 are considered to have a significant positive effect on Inclusive Growth as the meet the population needs 
of all with regards to sustainable travel by increasing the availability of EV charging points, identifying the challenges people 
face which prevent them from using sustainable modes of travel. The Actions should result in universal access to 
sustainable modes of travel across West Dunbartonshire regardless of age, location, income etc to ensure all can benefit.  

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, 
workplace and visitor), including with respect to physical 
and mental health and social wellbeing. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the Health SEA Objective by encouraging and facilitating 

active travel, reducing emissions through increased EV provision and charging facilities and reducing the need for 
commuting with a reduction in associated air pollution.  

 
 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and 
enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests including 
protected habitats, species and woodlands.   

+ + + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects 
▪ All Actions are considered to have a positive effect on the Biodiversity and Geodiversity SEA Objective by encouraging and 

facilitating active travel, reducing emissions through increased EV provision and charging facilities and reducing the need 
for commuting with a reduction in associated air pollution.  
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and 
protect peatlands and soil resources 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Sustainable Travel Actions and the Soil SEA Objective.  

 
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

+ + + ++ ++ + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The actions are designed to facilitate reduced usage of vehicles that rely on fossil fuels which is predicted to have an overall 

positive effect on green infrastructure. 
▪ Encouraging and facilitating the use of EVs through including more in the council’s pool fleet and providing more EV 

charging points will reduce emissions and improve air quality which will have a positive impact on the health of the flora and 
fauna that make up the green infrastructure network.  

▪ Encouraging active travel is predicted to have a positive effect as new walking and cycling routes can include green 
infrastructure.  

 
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, 
landscape features, townscape character and visual 
amenity. 

~ ~ + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The effect of introducing EV charging facilities is predicted as uncertain as the visual impact of the facilities is unknown and 

may negatively impact on townscape character. Impact will be dependent on implementation.  
▪ Reduced emissions from increased use of EVs and increased active travel will have a predicted positive effect on 

landscape with landscape features less likely to be at risk of damage from harmful emissions from fossil fuels.  
 

 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the 
historic environment, including heritage assets, historic 
townscapes and their unique landscape settings. 

~ ~ + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The effect of introducing EV charging facilities is predicted as uncertain as the visual impact of the facilities is unknown and 

may negatively impact on heritage assets, the historic environment and townscape character. Impact will be dependent on 
implementation.  

▪ Reduced emissions from transport as a result of increased use of EVs and bikes will have a positive effect on cultural 
heritage as heritage assets will be at less risk of damage from atmospheric pollutants. Cleaner air will make spending time 
in the historic environment more pleasant.  
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance 
water environments, water quality and water resources 
using nature-based solutions whenever possible.     

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Water Environment SEA Objective and the Sustainable Travel Actions.  

 
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources 
and mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between Flood Risk and the Sustainable Travel Actions.  
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SEA Objective  
ST 

Action 
5.1  

ST 
Action 

5.2 

ST 
Action 

5.3 

ST 
Action 

5.4 

ST 
Action 

5.5 

 

ST 
Action 

5.6 

 

Commentary 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Water Use SEA Objective and the Sustainable Travel Actions.  

 
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce 
concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and 
minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the Air Quality SEA Objective. All Actions are likely to 

contribute to reducing travel related emissions and therefore improved air quality is predicted.  
 
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the 
efficient and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to 
meet identified needs. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Installing and managing the use of EV charging points has a positive effect as it using infrastructure to meet an identified 

need for EVs.  
▪ Supporting increased infrastructure for cycling is meeting an identified need for better access to and availability of bikes and 

e-bikes.  
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation 
of the circular economy, promote recycling and manage 
waste with minimal environmental impact. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Waste Management SEA Objective and the Sustainable Travel Actions.  
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Sustainable Procurement Actions 

C.2.6 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 6 – Sustainable Procurement: 

 Action 6.1: Develop and implement Sustainability Procurement Guidance and promote their implementation throughout the Council; 

 Action 6.2: Develop a pilot to review a supply chain stream or procurement exercise for goods or services or contracts/tenders, reviewing overall carbon emissions and environmental impacts from cradle to grave; and,  

 Action 6.3: Promote a sustainable approach to procurement of appliances and equipment based on energy efficiency and wider sustainability credentials rather than solely cost. 

Table C.7: SEA Matrix for Theme 6 – Sustainable Procurement 

SEA Objective  
SP 

Action 
6.1  

SP 
Action 

6.2 

SP 
Action 

6.3 
Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by 
achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are concerned with making the Council operated more sustainability and the outcome of all should result in lower emissions.  
▪ Action 1 includes encouraging staff behaviour change by increasing awareness of sustainability and promoting climate literacy training. 

Educating staff will have a positive impact on meeting net zero operational emissions.  
▪ Action 2 will embed the consideration of carbon emissions and environmental into the procurement process meaning these will become a 

consideration in the awarding of contracts.  
▪ Considering energy efficiency rather cost when purchasing equipment and appliances as per Action 3 will help to reduce the Councils energy 

consumption and will therefore contribute to the target to reduce operational emissions to net zero.  
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire. 

+ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a positive effect as they seek to ensure the Council operates sustainably and is efficient in its use of resource through its 

procurement processes. Improvements across the Councils operational activities will in turn support efforts to transition to net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions across the whole West Dunbartonshire area.  

 
Assumptions and Uncertainties: 

▪ Procurement is governed by National Guidelines and therefore it is uncertain how much power the Council has over its own procurement 
guidelines.  
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, 
community and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship with the Climate Resilience SEA Objective and the Sustainable Procurement Actions.  
 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social 
and economic prosperity for all, including through reducing 
inequalities and ensuring social inclusion. 

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is not clear how the Procurement Objectives will result in Inclusive Growth and there is therefore no clear relationship between the Actions 

and Objective.  
 
Mitigation and Enhancement:  

▪ Ensure that any higher costs incurred while prioritising energy efficiency and sustainability does not result in reduced service, higher costs or 
disrupted council services for West Dunbartonshire residents.  

 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, workplace 
and visitor), including with respect to physical and mental health 
and social wellbeing. 

+ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a positive effect on the Health SEA Objective in that they seek to reduce emissions which in turn has an 

impact on air quality with better air quality being good for physical health but these Actions are not considered to have a significant effect.  
 

 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity interests including protected habitats, 
species and woodlands.   

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Biodiversity and Geodiversity SEA Objective.  

 
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and protect 
peatlands and soil resources 

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Soil SEA Objective.  
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SEA Objective  
SP 

Action 
6.1  

SP 
Action 

6.2 

SP 
Action 

6.3 
Commentary 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Green Infrastructure SEA Objective.  
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, 
landscape features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Landscape SEA Objective.  

 
 

 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic 
environment, including heritage assets, historic townscapes and 
their unique landscape settings. 

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Cultural Heritage SEA Objective.  
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources using nature-
based solutions whenever possible.     

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Water Environment SEA Objective.  
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and 
mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Flood Risk SEA Objective.  
 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Water Use SEA Objective.  
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of 
harmful atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to noise and 
vibration. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on Air Quality as they seek to monitor, reduce and consider more carefully 

emissions and use these as factors in the procurement process with the aim of reducing the Councils emissions, improving energy efficiency 
and overall lessening the environmental impact of Council Operations which will help to tackle poor air quality.  
 
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient 
and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet identified 
needs. 

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Land and Infrastructure SEA Objective.  

 
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of the 
circular economy, promote recycling and manage waste with 
minimal environmental impact. 

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Procurement Actions and the Waste Management SEA Objective.  
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

C.2.7 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under Theme 7 – Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace;  

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land 
Use Change (LUC). 

Table C.8: SEA Matrix for Theme 7 – Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

SEA Objective  
BLG 

Action 
7.1  

BLG 
Action 

7.2 

BLG 
Action 

7.3 

BLG 
Action 

7.4 

BLG 
Action 

7.5 
Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by 
achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

+ + + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Biodiversity, Landscape and Geodiversity Actions are considered to have a positive effect on the Council Mitigation SEA 

Objective, however the predicted effect is not significant as they do not directly relate to internal council operations.   
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions across West 
Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The Scope of Action 1 includes implementing a green infrastructure first approach to assist with the move towards zero carbon. 

This would prioritise green infrastructure over hard landscaping and would help support the transition to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

▪ Action 2 will have a significant positive effect as it seeks to understand how trees and flora can be used to remove greenhouse 
gas emissions from the atmosphere.  

▪ Action 3 to develop a Local Biodiversity Action Plan will support the transition to net zero by introducing heat sinks into 
greenspaces and using carbon sequestration.  
 

 
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, 
community and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate 
change. 
 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on Climate Resilience SEA Objective as green infrastructure, 

carbon sequestration, heat sinks, increased planting etc have positive effects associated with reduced risk of flooding and 
reducing urban heat.  

 
 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve 
social and economic prosperity for all, including through 
reducing inequalities and ensuring social inclusion. 

+ ~ + + ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Using the LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure planning guidance is predicted to improve access to green spaces for 

all in West Dunbartonshire which can have an overall positive effect on social prosperity.  
▪ The Food Growing Strategy is predicted to improve greenspaces and education 

 
 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, 
workplace and visitor), including with respect to physical and 
mental health and social wellbeing. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the Health SEA Objective. Actions seek to improve green 

infrastructure coverage across the WDC area, use plants to sequester carbon, research opportunities for removal of greenhouse 
gas emissions from the atmosphere all of which will improve air quality which is good for physical and mental health.  

▪ Better coverage of greenspace will facilitate more opportunity for spending time in nature which will positively impact on physical 
and mental health and social wellbeing.  

▪ Green infrastructure improvement will encourage physical activity good for physical and mental health.  
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SEA Objective  
BLG 

Action 
7.1  

BLG 
Action 

7.2 

BLG 
Action 

7.3 

BLG 
Action 

7.4 

BLG 
Action 

7.5 
Commentary 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and 
enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests including 
protected habitats, species and woodlands.   

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a positive effect on the Biodiversity, Greenspace and Landscape SEA as they all seek to improve, protect 

and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests.  
▪ Integrating a green infrastructure approach and/or nature-based solutions is predicted to have a positive effect as it will facilitate 

the preservation of biodiversity and geodiversity interests and will protect habitats, species and woodlands. Using an agreed 
landscaping species list will enhance and protect biodiversity as it result in plants that are most appropriate to the West 
Dunbartonshire area being used and will reduce the risk of non-native species being introduced which could be in competition 
with and risk the success of native species.  

▪ The Local Biodiversity Action Plan will result in improvements to existing greenspaces by integrating biodiversity which will 
protect habitats and species. It also seeks to improve communications and engagement on biodiversity which is predicted to be 
beneficial as it will raise awareness of how to protect and enhance biodiversity amongst the general public.  

▪  
 

 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and 
protect peatlands and soil resources 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a significant positive effect on soil.  
▪ Integrating a green infrastructure approach and/or nature-based solutions is predicted to have a positive effect as it will facilitate 

the preservation of soil and peatland resources. 
▪ Using an agreed landscaping species list is predicted to result in the creation of ecologically rich environments which can help to 

restore and protect peatland and soil resources. Reviewing unused brownfield sites is predicted to result in these sites being 
prioritised for redevelopment which will help to remediate contaminated land.  

▪ The scope of Action 2 includes researching opportunities for peatland restoration which would contribute significantly to proteting 
and restoring peatland.  
 
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a significant positive effect on Green Infrastructure SEA Objective.  
▪ The biodiversity actions will help to maintain and enhance green infrastructure networks by identifying opportunities for rewilding 

and tree planting and using agreed species lists which would result in aesthetically pleasing environments.  
 

 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, 
landscape features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions will have a significant positive effect on the Landscape SEA Objective.  
▪ Using an agreed landscaping species list will result in the use of plants that are appropriate to the landscape and are 

aesthetically pleasing which will be good for visual amenity.  
▪ Reviewing unused brownfield sites is predicted to result in these sites being prioritised for redevelopment which when complete 

will improve townscape character and visual amenity.  
▪ Recording and analysing existing tree and flora coverage and then developing initiatives for rewilding, tree planting and peatland 

restoration will help to protect and enhance landscape character and improve visual amenity.  
 

 
 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the 
historic environment, including heritage assets, historic 
townscapes and their unique landscape settings. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is predicted that the Biodiversity Actions will have a positive effect on cultural heritage.  
▪ The actions will ensure species that are appropriate to the area are used in developments and that those species will be 

aesthetically pleasing which will help with visual amenity and will protect and enhance the unique landscape settings of heritage 
assets and townscapes.  

▪ Limiting the impacts of land use change will help to protect townscapes and settings by directing development to the most 
appropriate locations.  

 
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance 
water environments, water quality and water resources using 
nature-based solutions whenever possible.     

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects 
▪ It is predicted all Actions will have a significant positive effect on the water environment.  
▪ Identifying how biodiversity can be used to support existing climate change mitigation and adaptation is predicted to have a 

positive effect as it is likely that adaptability and mitigation will involve the water environment and there will therefore by 
biodiversity improvements which will conserve and enhance water environments.  
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SEA Objective  
BLG 

Action 
7.1  

BLG 
Action 

7.2 

BLG 
Action 

7.3 

BLG 
Action 

7.4 

BLG 
Action 

7.5 
Commentary 

▪ Limiting the impacts of land use change is likely to positively impact on the water environment by directing development to the 
most appropriate locations and avoiding those most likely to have a negative impact on the environment.  

▪ Rewilding, tree planting and peatland restoration are likely to help protect and conserve the water environment through reducing 
surface run-off, stabilising banks of rivers, streams and burns and introducing or re-introducing plants which can help improve 
water quality.  

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources 
and mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Rewilding, tree planting and peatland restoration initiatives can be used to help reduce the risk of flooding and mitigate the 

impacts of flooding. Increasing tree coverage will stabilise soil environments and assist with natural drainage. The Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan will identify how biodiversity can be used to support climate change and mitigation and adaptation and it 
is predicted this would result in biodiversity improvements which would help to reduce flood risk.  

 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Biodiversity, Greenspace and Landscape Actions and the Water Use SEA Objectives.  

 
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce 
concentrations of harmful atmospheric pollutants and 
minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the Air Quality SEA Objective. Actions to increase green 

infrastructure, better understand how trees and flora can remove greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere, use 
biodiversity to support Climate Change mitigation and sustainability measures and create ecologically rich environments will 
contribute to improving air quality and reducing harmful atmospheric pollutants.  
  

 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the 
efficient and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to 
meet identified needs. 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the Land and Infrastructure SEA Objective.  
▪ Action 5 is particularly relevant as it seeks to better manage unused brownfield and greenfield sites and to improve their 

sustainable use.  
 

 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation 
of the circular economy, promote recycling and manage 
waste with minimal environmental impact. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Waste Management SEA Objective and the Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

Actions.  
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Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

C.2.8 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under CCAP Theme 8 – Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation: 

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the next CCAP).  

Table C.9: SEA Matrix for Theme 8 – Climate Impacts, Risk & Adaptation 

SEA Objective  
CRA 

Action 
8.1  

CRA 
Action 

8.2 

CRA 
Action 

8.3 
Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by 
achieving net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to have a significant positive effect on the WDC Mitigation SEA Objective. 
▪ Action 1 seeks to decide how best to deliver adaptation measures which will inform how the council intends to deliver changes which will support 

delivery of net zero emissions by 2045.  
▪ Action 2 allows the Council to establish a baseline of its internal position on climate change adaption and identify areas for improvement which will 

result in well informed decision making regarding what is needed to reach net zero operational emissions by 2045.  
▪ Action 3 will use the findings of a Climate Risk and Vulnerability assessment to inform implementation of high level CCAP actions and develop 

further future climate actions and is therefore predicted to contribute significantly to WDC achieving net-zero by 2045 as it will identify what needs 
to be done to contribute to the achievement of this goal.  
 

Assumptions and Uncertainties: 
▪ Cross-sector and authority partnerships are required, it is assumed a collaborative approach will be welcomed by all required.  

 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ All Actions are considered to support the transition to net zero greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire.  
▪ Establishing a baseline as per Action 2 identifies where the council needs to make improvements and will inform the projects taken forward to 

meet this Objective.  
 
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, 
community and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 1 seeks to deliver the flagship Actions in the Glasgow City Region Climate Adaptation Strategy and by adapting to climate change and its 

affect the West Dunbartonshire will become more resilient to climate change impacts. It will also work with to support community capacity building 
which will allow communities to be more climate resilient.  

▪ Action 2 will increase resilience as it links to the Councils overall Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment and by doing so allows the council to 
target adaptability projects and actions to where they are most relevant and needed.  

▪ By identifying where West Dunbartonshire is most vulnerable to climate risk, Action 5 directly seeks to make the area more resilient to climate 
change and therefore has a significant positive effect.  

▪  

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social 
and economic prosperity for all, including through reducing 
inequalities and ensuring social inclusion. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Through working to build community capacity to climate change it is predicted that Action 1 will have an overall positive effect on inclusive growth. 

Running workshops and working with community groups will make learning about and adapting to climate change accessible to a broad range of 
people and will help to reduce inequalities that could result from the effects of climate change.  

▪ Identifying the council’s current position regarding climate change adaptability should identify those most vulnerable to cl imate change and least 
likely to be able to adapt and will therefore allow projects to be targeted at those who may be at risk of being excluded from projects.  

▪ By identifying climate risks and vulnerabilities through Action 3, climate related inequalities will be reduced as those most vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change will be identified and action can be taken to direct support to those areas.  
 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, 
workplace and visitor), including with respect to physical and 
mental health and social wellbeing. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ By undertaking the climate risk and vulnerabilities assessment it will become apparent which sectors of the population are most likely to 

experience negative impacts as a result of climate change and actions can be targeted which will likely have a positive impact on social well-being 
and physical and mental health.  
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SEA Objective  
CRA 

Action 
8.1  

CRA 
Action 

8.2 

CRA 
Action 

8.3 
Commentary 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity interests including protected habitats, 
species and woodlands.   

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Identifying climate risks and vulnerabilities will allow specific actions to be targeted at areas that need the most mitigation and this will be good for 

habitats, species and woodlands as those most at risk will be prioritised.  
 
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and protect 
peatlands and soil resources 

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Identifying climate risks and vulnerabilities will allow specific actions to be targeted at areas that need the most mitigation and this will be good for 

soil and peatland resources as those most at risk will be prioritised. Action 5 to undertake a climate risk and vulnerability assessment will have a 
significant positive effect on soil as risks will be identified and adaptation developed. 
 

 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green 
infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

++ ++ ++ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ Undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment will identify where green infrastructure networks are most at risk and vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change and actions can be targeted to mitigate this which will maintain and enhance the green networks.   

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, 
landscape features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Identifying the baseline of where the council is internally in its ability to deliver on climate adaption will help to inform what steps are required to 

ensure landscape and townscape features are protected from the predicted negative impacts of climate change.  
 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic 
environment, including heritage assets, historic townscapes and 
their unique landscape settings. 

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Identifying the baseline of where the council is internally in its ability to deliver on climate adaption will help to inform what steps are required to 

ensure cultural heritage is protected against the predicted negative effects of climate change.  
 

▪ Undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment will identify how cultural heritage, including historic assets and townscapes, is at risk 
from climate change and ensure appropriate steps are taken to mitigate against any risks and vulnerabilities. 

 
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources using nature-
based solutions whenever possible.     

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment will identify if the water environment is at risk from climate change and ensure 

appropriate steps are taken to mitigate. 
▪ Identifying the baseline of where the council is internally in its ability to deliver on climate adaption will help to inform what steps are required to 

ensure the water environment is conserved and protected.  
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and 
mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment will identify where in West Dunbartonshire is most vulnerable to flooding associated 

with the predicted effects of climate change and appropriate steps are taken to mitigate and reduce flood risk. 
▪ Identifying the baseline of where the council is internally in its ability to deliver on climate adaption will help to inform what steps are required to 

ensure flood risk is minimised across West Dunbartonshire.  
 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. + + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Identifying the baseline of where the council is internally in its ability to deliver on climate adaption will help to inform what steps are required to 

ensure sustainable use of water.  
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of 
harmful atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to noise 
and vibration. 

++ ++ ++ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ Undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment will identify if where air quality improvements can be made.  
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient 
and sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet identified 
needs. 

+ + ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment will identify areas of land and infrastructure which are at risk from climate change and 

vulnerable to the predicted effects of climate change and ensure appropriate steps are taken to mitigate. 
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of the 
circular economy, promote recycling and manage waste with 
minimal environmental impact. 

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship.  
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Schools and Education 

C.2.9 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under CCAP Theme 9 – Schools & Education: 

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training sessions to encourage net zero behaviours; 

Table C.10: SEA Matrix for Theme 9 – Schools & Education 

SEA Objective  
S&E 

Action 
9.1  

S&E 
Action 

9.2 

S&E 
Action 

9.3 
Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by achieving 
net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Encouraging awareness of net zero and how this can be achieved is predicted to result in positive changes in behaviour which from 

schools, staff and councillors that will help to achieve net zero operational emissions by 2045, therefore all Actions are considered to have 
a significant positive effect.  

 
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Encouraging awareness of net zero and how this can be achieved is predicted to result in positive changes in behaviour which from 

schools, staff and councillors that will help to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045, therefore all Actions are considered to 
have a significant positive effect.  
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, community 
and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

+ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Improving awareness of Climate Change through education will make communities more resilient to climate change impacts as they can 

better prepare.  
 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social and 
economic prosperity for all, including through reducing inequalities 
and ensuring social inclusion. 

~ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Schools and Education Actions and the Inclusive Growth SEA Objective  

 
 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, workplace 
and visitor), including with respect to physical and mental health and 
social wellbeing. 

++ ~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 1 to ensure all schools achieve Eco-School Green Flag status will have a significant positive effect school pupils health as it will 

increase the amount of time children spend outdoors in nature and improve their school environment which will be good for physical and 
mental health and social wellbeing.  

▪ There is no clear relationship between Actions 2 and 3 and the Health SEA Objective.  
 
 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity interests including protected habitats, 
species and woodlands.   

++ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 1 will have a significant positive effect on Biodiversity and Geodiversity as the action required to gain an Eco-Schools Green Flag 

require schools to consider biodiversity and take steps to conserve and enhance it.  
▪ Actions 2 and 3 will have a positive effect as they seek to educate staff and councillors about climate change and sustainability and provide 

training to encourage net zero behaviours which should result in staff being more aware of biodiversity and geodiversity and doing more to 
conserve and protect.  

 
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and protect 
peatlands and soil resources 

++ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Through the Eco-Schools programme improvements to school grounds and community spaces.  
▪ Educating staff about climate change and sustainability will result in these themes being considered in more depth in Council plans and 

decision making and it is more likely that impacts on soil and peat will be considered and there will be greater efforts to restore, remediate 
and protect soil and peat.  
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SEA Objective  
S&E 

Action 
9.1  

S&E 
Action 

9.2 

S&E 
Action 

9.3 
Commentary 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green infrastructure 
networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Eco-Schools projects can involve enhancements to green infrastructure networks and improve habitat connectivity.  
▪ By educating and training staff as per Actions 2 and 3, staff are more likely to consider green infrastructure in planning and decision making 

and will seek to maintain and enhance green networks.  
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, landscape 
features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

++ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Eco-Schools projects can include efforts to improve visual amenity and protect and enhance landscape.  
▪ Educating and training staff on climate change and sustainability is likely to encourage staff to be more carefully consider what actions they 

can take to protect and enhance landscape character and features.  
 

 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic 
environment, including heritage assets, historic townscapes and their 
unique landscape settings. 

~ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Eco-School programme and cultural heritage. 
▪ Reviewing gaps in staff knowledge regarding climate change may identify links between cultural heritage and climate change that will result 

in better decision making regarding protecting and enhancing historic assets, historic towns  

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources using nature-based 
solutions whenever possible.    

+ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered that educating children through the Eco-Schools programme, as per Action 1, about the environment will make them more 

considerate and conscious of the water environment and the effect will be that they will be more likely to engage behaviours that will 
conserve, protect and enhance water environments.  

▪ Actions 2 and 3 to educate staff and councillors about climate change and sustainability is likely to result in behaviour change which will 
have a positive effect on the water environment and staff are more aware of actions which are harmful to the water environment and what 
can be done to avoid those actions.  

 
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and 
mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Reviewing gaps in staff knowledge regarding climate change may identify links between flood risk and climate change that will result in 

better decision making regarding reducing flood risk and mitigating drought impacts.  
 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. 

+ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered that educating children through the Eco-Schools programme, as per Action 1, will make them more considerate and 

conscious of their water use and schools make efforts to reduce overall water consumption.  
▪ Actions 2 and 3 to educate staff and councillors about climate change and sustainability is likely to result in behaviour change which will 

have a positive effect on water use as they become aware of ways reduce personal water consumption and how water can be used more 
sustainably throughout council properties and projects.  
 
 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of 
harmful atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to noise and 
vibration. 

+ + + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is likely that Eco-schools projects will result in a positive effect on air quality as children and their parents become more aware of air 

quality and what can be done to  improve air quality e.g. walking or cycling to school rather than driving.  
▪ Actions 2 and 3 to educate and train staff on climate change and sustainability are likely to have a positive effect on air quality as they will 

result in behaviour change to use more sustainable modes of travel. It is also likely that air quality will be better considered in decision 
making and projects if staff are better educated on how poor air quality can be tackled.  
 
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient and 
sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet identified needs. 

~ ~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Land and Infrastructure SEA Objective and the Schools and Education Actions.  
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of the 
circular economy, promote recycling and manage waste with minimal 
environmental impact. 

++ ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Educating school children, staff and councillors about sustainability and climate change is likely to lead to behaviour change regarding 

waste and recycling with more people likely to seek to recycle.  
 
Assumptions and Uncertainties: 

▪ Assumed suitable infrastructure in place to allow obvious and convenient recycling opportunities.  
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Communities and Health Actions 

C.2.10 This section presents an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects from the following actions grouped under CCAP Theme 10 – Communities & Health: 

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and climate resilient.  

Table C.11: SEA Matrix for Theme 10 – Communities & Health 

SEA Objective  
C&H 

Action 
10.1  

C&H 
Action 
10.2 

Commentary 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by achieving 
net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The Communities and Health Actions will not directly impact on the council achieving net zero operational emissions.  

 
 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire. 

++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ It is considered Actions 1 and 2 will have a significant positive effect on the transition to net zero greenhouse gas emissions across West 

Dunbartonshire as they seek to educate and support community groups and businesses to change their behaviour to be more climate aware and 
choose to live and operate more sustainably.  
 
 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, community 
and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Increasing awareness of climate change and how to mitigate the effects of climate change amongst community groups and business will support 

them to become more climate resilient.  
 

 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social and 
economic prosperity for all, including through reducing inequalities 
and ensuring social inclusion. 

++ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ The Scope of Action 1 includes ensuring equality and social equity is considered to engage all groups in society and therefore it is considered that 

this will have a significant positive effect on the Inclusive Growth SEA Objective. All of the West Dunbartonshire population will be approached and 
therefore climate change education and support will be available to all and the opportunity to reduce carbon footprint will be universal.  

▪ Action 1 will facilitate open and honest discussion about climate change in an understandable format.  
▪ There is no clear relationship between Action 2 to support businesses on becoming carbon neutral and climate resilient and the Inclusive Growth SEA 

Objective.  
 

 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, workplace 
and visitor), including with respect to physical and mental health and 
social wellbeing. 

++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Engaging local communities in discussions about climate change will have a significant positive effect on the Health SEA Objective. Discussions can 

include how to reduce carbon footprints through active travel which would have a positive impact on physical health.  
 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity interests including protected habitats, 
species and woodlands.   

+ + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Action 1 seeks to educate community groups and the wider population on ways to reduce carbon footprint through recycling, active travel etc and 

empower local residents to behave in a more environmentally aware manner and it is considered that this will result in behaviour changes which will 
have a positive effect on biodiversity.  

▪ Action 2 seeks to increase support and advice to businesses to reduce their environmental impact including through energy, waste and water and it is 
considered that reduced waste, energy and water consumption would have a positive effect on biodiversity.  
 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and restore and protect 
peatlands and soil resources 

~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Soil SEA Objective and the Communities and Health Actions.  

 
 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green infrastructure 
networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Green Infrastructure SEA Objective and the Communities and Health Actions.  
 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, landscape 
features, townscape character and visual amenity. 

~ ~ 
Assessment of Predicted Effects  

▪ There is no clear relationship between the Communities and Health Actions and the Landscape SEA Objective.  
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10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic 
environment, including heritage assets, historic townscapes and their 
unique landscape settings. 

~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Communities and Health Actions and the Cultural Heritage SEA Objective.  

 
 
 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources using nature-based 
solutions whenever possible.     

~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Communities and Health Actions and the Water Environment SEA Objective.  

 
 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and 
mitigate impacts of flooding and droughts. 

~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Communities and Health Actions and the Flood Risk SEA Objective.  

 
 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. ++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1 and 2 will have a significant positive effect on water use as residents and businesses will be educated on ways to reduce consumption and 

use water more sustainably.  
 

 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of 
harmful atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to noise and 
vibration. 

+ + 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1 and 2 will have a positive effect on air quality. They seek to encourage residents and businesses to be more aware of and try to reduce 

their energy usage, recycle more and reduce overall waste and for residents in particular to use sustainable modes of travel. All of this will help to 
reduce the amount of harmful atmospheric pollutants and tackle poor air quality. 
 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient and 
sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet identified needs. 

~ ~ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ There is no clear relationship between the Communities and Health Actions and the Land and Infrastructure SEA Objective.  

 
 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of the 
circular economy, promote recycling and manage waste with minimal 
environmental impact. 

++ ++ 

Assessment of Predicted Effects  
▪ Actions 1 and 2 seek to educate residents and businesses on ways to reduce waste and recycle more and will support them to do so which will result 

in improved rates of recycling and reduce overall waste and therefore they have a significant positive impact on the waste management SEA 
Objective.  

 
 

 

 

  



  

 

A: 5th Floor, Lomond House, 9 George Square, Glasgow, G2 1DY 
T: +44(0)141 352 2360 
E: info.glasgow@stantec.com 
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