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1 Introduction  

1.1 Background  

1.1.1 Stantec UK (Ltd) has been commissioned by West Dunbartonshire Council (WDC) to undertake 
a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the emerging WDC Climate Change Action 
Plan (‘the CCAP’). The WDC CCAP SEA Environmental Report (‘the ER’) documents the 
findings of the SEA carried out in respect of the CCAP in accordance with statutory 
requirements. This report provides a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the full WDC CCAP 
SEA Environmental Report (‘the ER’).  

1.2 Purpose and Objectives 

1.2.1 The purpose of SEA is to identify, assess and evaluate the likely significant environmental 
effects of a qualifying plan, programme or strategy. A key objective of SEA is to enhance the 
environmental performance of a plan or programme. This is achieved through identifying any 
likely significant effects from implementation of the plan or programme as drafted, proposing 
mitigation measures to address any identified significant adverse environmental effects, and 
identifying enhancement measures to improve the overall performance of the plan or 
programme. As such, SEA is an integral part of good policy development.   

1.2.2 The purpose of this NTS is to provide a summary of the findings of a full SEA carried out in 
respect of the WDC CCAP. This NTS and the associated full ER which accompanies the WDC 
CCAP respond to relevant statutory requirements, consider the evolution of the emerging CCAP 
to date and present an assessment of likely significant environmental and wider sustainability 
effects from the CCAP. 

1.3 How to Comment on this NTS and the Full Environmental Report 

1.3.1 This NTS and the associated full ER are being issued for consultation alongside the Draft WDC 
CCAP for a period of 6 weeks. Details of how to participate in the consultation are provided on 
WDC’s website and will be published in a local newspaper.  

1.4 Structure 

1.4.1 This remainder of this NTS is structured as follows: 

 Section 2 explains the background to the development of the CCAP and outlines the 
environmental information (including baseline and policy reviews) which has informed this 
SEA; 

 Section 3 provides an overview of the SEA process undertaken to date and explains how 
the SEA has been carried out for the Draft CCAP; 

 Section 4 explains how the SEA process has informed the preparation of the Draft CCAP 
and improved its environmental performance;   

 Section 5 presents the key findings of the SEA undertaken for the Draft CCAP.  

 Section 6 identifies limited further recommendations which should be considered post-
consultation to enhance the Draft CCAP prior to finalisation of the plan; and, 

 Section 7 sets out the next steps in the SEA process and outlines potential monitoring 
arrangements.  
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2 Context  

2.1 West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan (‘the CCAP)’) 

2.1.1 WDC first prepared a Climate Change Strategy (CCS) in 2012 to outline how the Council would 
fulfil climate mitigation, adaptation and reporting requirements. Throughout 2020 an updated 
CCS was prepared by WDC in response to the declaration of a climate emergency by the 
Scottish Government (2019) and new national mitigation and adaptation requirements. The new 
West Dunbartonshire CCS was approved by Councillors in December 2020 and published in 
January 2021. 

2.1.2 WDC is now preparing a new CCAP to define a suite of tangible actions to implement the new 
CCS. As with the CCS, the CCAP is intended to drive a renewed approach to mitigation, 
adaptation and wider sustainability actions in the context of the climate emergency. The CCAP 
aims to build upon existing work, including ongoing action to reduce the Council’s carbon 
footprint and enhance sustainability outcomes, by defining a suite of thematic actions the 
Council will take over the next five years and beyond. It also seeks to update and consolidate 
existing relevant Council plans and strategies, including WDC’s Energy Strategy and Carbon 
Management Plan.  

2.1.3 The absence of the CCAP would prevent WDC from implementing the Council’s CCS and 
thereby from achieving the target of generating net zero emissions by 2045 (and associated 
interim targets). This would limit the contribution made by the Council as well as the ability of 
communities and businesses across the WDC area to help achieve emissions reduction targets. 
In addition, both WDC as an organisation and communities and the environment across West 
Dunbartonshire would have less resilience to accommodate the inevitable impacts of climate 
change and less capacity to tackle wider sustainability challenges and improve both physical 
environmental quality and quality of life at a local level. 

2.2 Relevant Environmental Information  

2.2.1 In accordance with relevant statutory provision this NTS and the full ER both defer to relevant 
existing regional and national baseline and policy review information recently presented within 
the Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan 2018 – 2032 (updated December 2020) and 
the Draft Glasgow City Region (GCR) Climate Adaptation Strategy (CAS) SEA Environmental 
Report (November 2020). This approach avoids repeating extensive regional and national level 
environmental information which would add little to this SEA. Instead, the implications of 
regional and national level work for the emerging CCAP have been summarised in the ER and 
relevant local issues have been addressed, with supporting baseline information provided in 
Appendix A of the ER. The identification of key environmental issues was also informed by 
consideration of the likely evolution of baseline conditions in the absence of the implementation 
of the CCAP shown in Table 3.2 in the full ER.  

2.3 Review of Plans, Programmes and Strategies  

2.3.1 In accordance with statutory requirements a review of the relationship between the emerging 
CCAP and other relevant plans and programmes (including legislation, policies and strategies 
at all spatial scales) has been carried out, taking account of the findings of a comprehensive 
policy review recently provided within the ER prepared to accompany the draft Glasgow City 
Region Climate Adaptation Strategy (November 2020). This identified key requirements, 
objectives and priorities of relevant plans and their implications for both the emerging CCAP 
itself and for the SEA. A detailed review of other relevant plans and programmes has been 
undertaken to inform the SEA process and is provided in full within Section 3 of the ER.  
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3 The SEA Process 

3.1 Approach to SEA  

SEA Project Team  

3.1.1 The SEA of the emerging CCAP is being undertaken independently by Stantec UK Ltd (Stantec) 
on behalf of West Dunbartonshire Council. The consultant team involved in carrying out the 
SEA is therefore independent of the CCAP preparation team within WDC, which helps to ensure 
the objectivity of the SEA. Stantec has provided drafting and technical support to WDC as 
required to support the preparation of the Draft CCAP and regular discussions have been held 
with WDC Officers throughout the process of preparing the Draft CCAP. This has allowed 
informal and early feedback of key issues and amendments to take place to strengthen the 
CCAP as it develops.  Further details of how the SEA process has informed the preparation of 
the Draft CCAP are provided in Section 4. 

Previous SEA Reporting  

3.1.2 The only previous stage of SEA undertaken in respect of the emerging CCAP was the 
preparation and consultation on an SEA Scoping Report. This was prepared by Stantec on 
behalf of WDC and submitted to the Scottish Government’s SEA Gateway in March 2021. The 
SEA Consultation Responses to the Scoping Report were duly received in April 2021.  

3.1.3 The purpose of the SEA Scoping Report was to confirm the need to undertake an SEA and 
identify a proposed SEA Framework to assess in a systematic way the likely environmental 
effects from all components of the emerging WDC CCAP. This Framework comprises a series 
of sustainability objectives and guide questions regarding identified socio-economic and 
environmental issues of relevance to West Dunbartonshire which may affect (or be affected by) 
the emerging CCAP. The SEA Objectives are accompanied by a set of guide questions and 
criteria to underpin a proportionate assessment of the emerging WDC CCAP. 

3.1.4 The overall approach to SEA and the SEA Framework were amended to take account of 
Scoping consultation responses, as detailed in Table 4.2 of the ER. Taking account of these 
changes, the finalised SEA Framework used in the assessment is set out in Appendix A (Table 
A.1). This SEA framework focuses on assessing likely environmental effects against 16 topic-
based SEA Objectives.  

3.2 SEA Methodology 

3.2.1 Stantec commenced work on the SEA of the CCAP in May 2021 following preparation of the 
‘settled draft’ version of the Draft CCAP by the WDC CCAG and the receipt of Scoping 
consultation responses from the SEA Consultation Authorities (refer to Table 4.2 in the ER). All 
components of the Draft CCAP were assessed in detail using matrices and a standard SEA 
scoring system to identify likely significant effects (beneficial or adverse) on the SEA Objectives. 
This approach allowed for systematic recording of potential effects and their significance 
together with any assumptions, uncertainties and suggested mitigation or enhancement 
measures. The completed actions assessment matrices are provided in Appendix C of the ER 
with a summary of key findings provided in Section 5 of this NTS. 

Approach to Uncertainties, Assumptions and Mitigation  

3.2.2 The identification of any assumptions and uncertainties is an important element of SEA, as such 
all CCAP Actions need to be unambiguous to ensure they can be implemented as intended. 
The reviews that have taken place as the emerging CCAP was drafted allowed any ambiguities 
and other weaknesses to be identified and appropriate mitigation or enhancement 
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recommendations to be devised by the SEA project team to address such issues at an early 
stage. As detailed in Section 5 of the ER, an extensive set of recommendations to enhance the 
draft CCAP were provided by the SEA project team to WDC throughout March and April 2021, 
following which all recommendations were addressed by WDC officers and incorporated into 
the ‘settled draft’ version of the CCAP. The final ER includes updated assessment conclusions 
to take account of the mitigation which has now been incorporated into the Draft CCAP, in effect 
meaning that a residual assessment is provided in the ER (see Section 6 and Appendix C of 
the ER). 

3.3 Approach to Reasonable Alternatives  

3.3.1 A core SEA requirement is that likely significant effects of implementing both a plan or 
programme (i.e. the emerging CCAP) and any identified ‘reasonable alternatives’ to it to be 
examined, as well as the rationale for identifying reasonable alternatives to be described. To be 
considered as reasonable alternatives, options must relate to the plan or programmes’ 
corresponding objectives and geographical scope. To be eligible for consideration in this SEA 
process, reasonable alternatives must therefore be realistic, relevant and within the scope of 
the emerging CCAP.   

3.3.2 The consideration of reasonable alternatives was limited to establishing that all proposed 
thematic actions included in the Draft CCAP are themselves ‘reasonable’ and considering 
whether any alternative actions (or altered scope or delivery mechanisms for proposed actions) 
could be identified.  As noted in Section 4, preparation of the Draft CCAP included two 
workshops with the WDC CCAG to review proposed actions, the first of which involved sifting a 
long-list of possible actions within each CCS and CCAP theme. This resulted in the exclusion 
of a small number of candidate actions which were deemed not to constitute reasonable 
alternatives on the grounds of falling outside the scope of the emerging CCAP or not being 
realistic for WDC to deliver within the lifetime of the CCAP. 

3.3.3 All thematic actions not initially discounted were subject to a process of testing and refinement, 
including through a second CCAG workshop and through ‘Critical friend’ reviews of each 
iteration of the emerging Draft CCAP by the SEA project team to address uncertainties and 
weaknesses and to identify opportunities to enhance the clarity and effectiveness of the 
document. The ‘Assessment Phase’ of this SEA also resulted in identified weaknesses within 
proposed actions being addressed prior to the finalisation of the Draft CCAP.  

3.3.4 The process described above resulted in overlapping actions being merged, some actions 
moving between themes and the scope of all actions being clarified, but none of the actions 
were discounted wholesale and no new actions could be identified. No reasonable alternatives 
to the suite of proposed thematic actions included within the Draft CCAP could therefore be 
identified as requiring assessment.  
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4 How has the SEA Informed the Draft CCAP?  

4.1 Pre-Assessment  

4.1.1 SEA is being used by WDC as a planmaking tool in addition to demonstrating statutory 
compliance. This approach allows the environmental implications of all substantive plan 
components to be tested at the earliest opportunity and for any uncertainties, issues or 
mitigation requirements identified during the impact assessment to be addressed during CCAP 
preparation at the earliest opportunity.  

4.1.2 Prior to the Draft CCAP being subject to formal SEA (leading to the preparation of this ER), the 
SEA project team undertook ‘critical friend’ reviews of each iteration of the emerging Draft CCAP 
(no. 3) and provided advice to WDC Officers regarding the preparation of the CCAP. This 
identified any key gaps, issues, uncertainties or deficiencies which could undermine the 
environmental performance of the document and included recommendations to address any 
identified issues to enhance the effectiveness and robustness of the emerging CCAP. A 
summary of all recommendations identified through the SEA critical friend reviews and how they 
were addressed by WDC sequentially is detailed in Table 5.1 (March recommendations) and 
Table 5.2 (April recommendations) in the full ER. 

4.1.3 Two workshops with WDC Senior Officers and the WDC CCAG were also undertaken. The first 
to explore the scope of proposed actions and address key issues from the critical friend review. 
The second to address identified likely impacts, resolve uncertainties and optimise the 
sustainability performance of the CCAP prior to formal testing.  

4.2 Assessment  

4.2.1 The formal assessment of the settled version of the Draft CCAP, leading to the preparation of 
the ER, was undertaken on a pre-mitigation basis (but taking account of all pre-assessment 
recommendations already incorporated into the CCAP). This allowed any remaining ambiguities 
and other weaknesses to be identified and appropriate mitigation and enhancement 
recommendations to be devised by the SEA project team. As detailed in Section 7 of the ER, 
only a limited number of ‘further’ mitigation enhancement recommendations were identified by 
the SEA project team. These should be considered post-consultation alongside reviewing all 
comments received in respect of the Draft CCAP and this ER to maximise the clarity and 
environmental performance of the finalised CCAP.  

4.3 Summary 

4.3.1 This section has demonstrated that through resolving uncertainties and inconsistencies, and by 
identifying opportunities to improve the clarity and sustainability performance of the emerging 
CCAP, the SEA process has closely influenced the content of the document. As a result, the 
consultation version of the Draft CCAP is now considered to be more robust and effective in 
terms of addressing relevant environmental issues.  

4.3.2 Once the finalised CCAP has been considered and approved by WDC a SEA Post Adoption 
Statement will be prepared in accordance with statutory requirements to set out, amongst other 
matters, how environmental considerations and the views of the SEA Consultation Authorities 
have been taken account of in the preparation of the CCAP.  
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5 SEA of the WDC CCAP Findings 

5.1 SEA of Thematic Actions 

5.1.1 The Draft CCAP sets out a range of actions for WDC to address climate change mitigation, 
climate adaptation and wider sustainability issues in accordance with the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009 and associated legislation. These actions are grouped around a set of nine 
topic based themes pre-determined by the Council’s CCS (2021), alongside an additional 
overarching theme which sets out co-ordinating actions for the Council’s CCAG. 

5.1.2 This section presents key findings from the SA of the proposed thematic actions detailed within 
the Draft CCAP. The summary assessment provided below uses each of the SA Objectives 
from the WDC CCAP SEA Framework (Appendix A) as headings, whilst detailed appraisal 
matrices identifying all likely effects from the policies is provided in Appendix C of the full SEA 
report. 

SEA Objective 1 – WDC (Climate Change) Mitigation 

5.1.1 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within 
strategic and operational decision-making;  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 
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 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing  

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Sustainable Procurement  

 Action 6.1: Develop and implement Sustainability Procurement Guidance and promote their 
implementation throughout the Council; 

 Action 6.2: Develop a pilot to review a supply chain stream or procurement exercise for 
goods or services or contracts/tenders, reviewing overall carbon emissions and 
environmental impacts from cradle to grave; and,  

 Action 6.3: Promote a sustainable approach to procurement of appliances and equipment 
based on energy efficiency and wider sustainability credentials rather than solely cost. 
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Climate Risks & Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools & Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours.  

5.1.2 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework for action within WDC to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Empower staff to respond to targets being set by Climate Change Action Group The Green 
Champions Network will accelerate behaviour change in the organisation by raising 
awareness of climate change and will empower staff to respond to the targets set by the 
CCAG.  

  Embed energy and carbon management objectives within strategic and operational 
decision making and ensure all council operations consider emissions which will support 
the drive to net-zero by 2045.  

 Implement net-zero and supporting mitigation targets from the WDC Climate Change 
Strategy (CCS) (2021) and ensure there are actions that will meet the set targets. It will 
deliver initiatives to offset carbon which will help WDC address residual unavoidable 
emissions and support the ambition to achieve net-zero operational emissions by 
2045.Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce operational emissions by reducing energy consumption in all council buildings 
through developing and implementing an Energy Reduction Strategy. Set an annual 
reduction target for all energy consumption in council buildings to measure progress 
against and identify where energy reduction improvements can be made. 

 Reduce energy and water consumption in council buildings will reduce the energy used to 
pump, store, heat and cool water.  

 Implementing renewable energy sources such as solar panels into council buildings will 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels and will therefore reduce emissions from heating, cooling 
and powering buildings and equipment. This will be supported by the Renewable Energy 
Strategy.  

 Optimise existing assets and buildings through maintenance, retro-fit and reuse to reduce 
emissions associated with the construction of new developments.  



SEA Environmental Report Non-Technical Summary 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

13 
 

 Increase energy efficiency of buildings by maintaining and retro-fitting buildings to improve 
insulation and reduce heat loss.  

Housing  

 Identify and implement energy efficiency improvements to all existing and future council 
housing stock to ensure buildings are appropriately insulated to reduce heat loss, use 
energy efficient appliances and include any other measures to reduce emissions related to 
heating, cooling and powering homes.  

 Contribute to the net-zero by target by 2045 by implementing domestic building 
sustainability and energy efficiency standards that go beyond mandatory regulations.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Improve access to electric vehicles (EVs)  and number of charging points to make it easier 
to avoid using fossil fuel dependent vehicles so that emissions from vehicular transport can 
be reduced. This will support staff to use sustainable forms of transport and accelerate 
behaviour change.  

 Improving access to pool and bikes to allow staff the option to choose to use a more 
sustainable form of travel when moving between council sites and attending meetings.  

 Increase flexible working for staff to reduce the need to commute to offices which in turn 
will reduce congestion on roads and the amount of emissions generated by those travelling 
to and from work.  

Sustainable Procurement  

 Consider carbon emissions in the procurement process and when considering the 
awarding of contracts to ensure the procurement of appliances, equipment and projects 
are factored into decision making meaning sustainability credentials not just cost will 
influence decision makers.  

Climate Impacts, Risks and Adaptation  

 Establish a baseline of internal climate change adaptation and identify areas for 
improvement and to develop initiatives that will allow WDC to adapt its operations and 
buildings to reduce emissions and adapt to the predicted effects of climate change.  

 Direct the implementation of the CCAP Actions and inform the development of future 
climate action by undertaking a climate risk and vulnerability assessment.  

5.1.3 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective. A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 2 – Wider Mitigation Action 

5.1.4 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 
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 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 
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Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 
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 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours; 

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient. 

5.1.5 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Set an energy reduction target for council buildings which will help to reduce overall 
emissions across WDC. This will be supported by an Energy Reduction Strategy which will 
help to guide decision making and actions and ensure the target is met.  

 The pilot and future LHEES will contribute to decarbonising energy sources across the 
region and will provide an energy efficient way to heat homes and buildings and will 
therefore contribute to reducing emissions.  

 Seek to optimise existing assets and buildings and prioritise their use over new construction 
to help to reduce construction related emissions, reduce extraction and transportation of 
raw materials and will minimise land take for new development all of which contributes to 
achieving net zero emissions by 2045.  

 Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy and use this to implement 
renewable energy technologies in council buildings which will contribute to reducing 
emissions across the area.  

Housing 

 Increase the use of renewable energy technologies in buildings and develop more 
renewable energy projects to improve access to sources of renewable energy so less 
homes will rely on fossil fuels for energy.  

 Prioritise retrofit, re-use and maintenance to reduce the emissions associated constructing 
new buildings.  

 Make homes more energy efficient through implementing domestic building sustainability 
standards that go beyond mandatory regulations.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce the energy used to collect, process and dispose of waste through encouraging 
recycling by improving access to recycling facilities, reducing overall use of single use 
plastic in the area and implementing circular economy projects. This will mean less 
emissions are generated in the waste disposal process.  

 Educate people about how to reduce consumption of non-recyclable materials and recycle 
will accelerate behaviour change.  
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 Reduce food miles which will reduce the emissions generated when transporting food 
products.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Improve access to electric vehicles (EVs) and number of charging points to make it easier 
to avoid using fossil fuel dependent vehicles so that emissions from vehicular transport can 
be reduced. This will support staff to use sustainable forms of transport and accelerate 
behaviour change.  

 Identify the barriers that prevent people from using sustainable modes of travel and develop 
ways to overcome those and allow more people to switch from using fossil fuel reliant 
vehicles.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Implement a green infrastructure first approach and prioritise this over hard landscaping. 
Green infrastructure can store carbon and therefore help to reduce emissions.  

 To use the Local Biodiversity Action Plan to introduce heat sinks and carbon sequestration 
methods.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Use the GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions to deliver adaptation measures which 
will inform how the council intends to deliver changes which will support delivery of net zero 
emissions by 2045.  

 To establish a baseline of WDCs internal position on climate change adaption and identify 
areas for improvement which will result in well informed decision making regarding what is 
needed to reach net zero operational emissions by 2045.  

 Use the findings of a Climate Risk and Vulnerability assessment to inform implementation 
of high level CCAP actions and develop further future climate actions and identify what 
needs to be done to contribute to the achievement of this goal. 

Schools and Education 

 Encourage awareness of net zero and how this can be achieved through the Eco-Schools 
programme and wider climate change awareness raising projects will help to achieve net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.   

Communities and Health 

 Educate and support community groups and businesses to change their behaviour to be 
more climate aware.  

5.1.6 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 3 – Climate Resilience 

5.1.7 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 
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Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  
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 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

5.1.8 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Make communities more resilient to the effects of climate change through the LHEES by 
making homes more energy efficient and connected to an affordable source of heating.  

 Research future resilience to climate change and develop ways to prevent overheating 
risks and wasted energy through heating and cooling.  

 Install renewable energy technologies and reduce overall energy consumption will help 
buildings be more resilient to climate change.  

Housing 

 Implement energy efficiency improvements to council housing stock whilst minimising 
overheating risk which will increase community and infrastructure heat related resilience.  

 To retrofit, renovate and maintain existing domestic buildings to increase resilience for 
community and infrastructure by installing new technologies for heat generation, insultation 
etc making them less vulnerable to the predicted effects of climate change.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 To use green infrastructure, increased tree planting and appropriate species of plants to 
sequester carbon, introduce heat sinks and protect from flooding and will help with 
resilience to the effects of climate change.  
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Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Identify where WDC is most vulnerable to climate risk and allow actions to be targeted to 
reduce risks and vulnerabilities.  

 Deliver the flagship actions in the Glasgow City Region Climate Adaptation Strategy to use 
adaptation methods to increase resilience.  

Communities and Health 

 Educate and support community groups and businesses to change their behaviour to be 
more climate aware. 

5.1.9 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 4 – Inclusive Growth 

5.1.10 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  
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Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community.  

5.1.11 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Address fuel poverty and provide access to energy from renewable sources based on level 
of need allowing fair and equitable access to affordable energy. Access to district heat 
networks will also support access to affordable energy.  

Housing 

 Improve energy efficiency in domestic council stocks to support inclusive growth and 
improve social and economic prosperity by ensuring households are not at risk from 
escalating fuel costs and ensuring homes remain to a consistent high standard.  

 To implement domestic building sustainability, energy efficiency or design standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations to ensure that the transition to net zero heating 
systems does not increase the costs of heating bills.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Increase access to sustainable modes of travel regardless of location or income.  

 Identify barriers to use of sustainable modes of travel and develop solutions to those to 
make access equitable for all.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Build community to climate change through workshops and working with community 
groups.  
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 Identify the council’s current position regarding climate change adaptability and identify 
those most vulnerable to climate change and least likely to be able to adapt and allow 
projects to be targeted at those who may be at risk of being excluded from projects.  

 Reduce climate related inequalities by identifying where the biggest risks and vulnerabilities 
to climate change are.  

Communities and Health 

 Build community capacity to climate change through workshops and working with 
community groups and facilitate open and honest discussions about climate change in an 
understandable format.  

5.1.12 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 5 – Health 

5.1.13 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources 
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Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  
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 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme.  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

5.1.14 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Improve air quality and reduce rates respiratory diseases associated with harmful 
atmospheric pollutants through increased use of renewable energy.  

 Provide affordable and reliable energy to homes to address fuel poverty and remove the 
stress that can be associated with this and improve physical health by reducing the risk of 
illnesses related to damp and cold in homes.  

Housing 

 Improve housing stock, fuel options and tackle fuel poverty by improving housing standards 
through energy efficiency measures and connections to district heat networks and 
increased use of renewable energy. This will tackle fuel poverty and improve physical and 
mental health.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce plastic waste and reduce the potential contamination of water sources.  

 Improve the overall environment in WDC making it more pleasant to spend time outdoors 
in nature with associated improvements in physical and mental health.  
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 Reduce emissions associated with the collection, processing and treatment of waste, 
improving air quality and physical health.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Improve access to EVs and reduce emissions from vehicles with associated effects on 
physical health from improved air quality.  

 Improve access to sustainable modes of travel to encourage active travel with associated 
improvements in physical health from increased activity.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Provide better access to greenspace and areas of nature with associated increases in 
physical activity by having more areas to exercise in and improved mental health through 
the benefits of spending time in nature.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Identify which sectors of the population are most at risk from and vulnerable to climate 
change and target actions to those who need intervention the most.  

Schools and Education 

 Increase the amount of time school children spend outdoors with associated improvements 
in physical and mental health.  

Communities and Health 

 Engage local communities in discussions about climate change to accelerate behaviour 
change and reduce carbon footprints through active travel which would have a positive 
impact on physical health.  

5.1.15 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 6 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

5.1.16 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within 
strategic and operational decision-making;  
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Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme.  

5.1.17 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 
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Overarching Actions 

 Reduce emissions and improve air quality through energy efficiency and renewable energy 
producing a healthier environment for plant and animal life. 

 Use the Green Champions Network to promote actions that will be beneficial to biodiversity 
and geodiversity.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce pollution from litter through increased recycling and reduced consumption of single 
use plastics.  

 Reduce the amount of waste going to landfill reducing the risk to biodiversity and 
geodiversity from pollution from waste in landfill.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Protect biodiversity and geodiversity by integrating a green infrastructure first approach, 
using an agreed list of species appropriate to the area and landscape and improving 
biodiversity education.  

Schools and Education 

 Improve biodiversity through the Eco-Schools programme.  

5.1.18 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 7 – Soil 

5.1.19 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective). 
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Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme. 

5.1.20 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 
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Overarching Actions 

 Manage woodland which help support the soil environment by improving drainage and soil 
stabilisation.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Optimise the use of existing buildings and assets helping to reduce the amount of land 
required for new development.  

Housing 

 Prioritise retrofit, reuse and maintenance of existing buildings and assets to reduce the 
amount of land required for construction of new development.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce the amount of land required for landfill and reduce the amount of litter which will 
reduce the land required for new landfill sites and means soil is less likely to be polluted 
with plastic waste.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Integrate a green infrastructure first approach which will protect soil resources and 
peatland.  

 Research opportunities for peatland restoration.  

 Use an agreed landscaping species list to create ecologically rich environments which can 
help to restore and protect peatland and soil resources.  

 Review unused brownfield sites to prioritise them for redevelopment which will help to 
remediate contaminated land.  

Schools and Education 

 Improve school grounds and community spaces through the eco-schools programme.  

 Encourage staff to consider the impact of council operations and activities on soil and 
peatland.  

5.1.21 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 8 – Green Infrastructure 

5.1.22 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar.  
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Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 
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 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP). 

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours.  

5.1.23 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce landfill, increase recycling, reduce litter and plastic pollution meaning it less likely 
for green infrastructure networks to be polluted with waste.  

 Reduce the need for landfill increasing the land available for green infrastructure networks.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Reduce emissions and improve air quality which is a positive for the plants that make up 
green infrastructure networks.  

 Encourage active travel which will require more space for cycling and walking which can 
facilitate the creation of new green networks.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Identify opportunities for green infrastructure enhancements through implementing LDP2 
Green Network and Green Infrastructure Planning Guidance.  

 Enhance green infrastructure networks through the development of the Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan and by using the agreed species list for landscaping.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Target the most urgent green infrastructure improvements required after identifying where 
they are most at risk and vulnerable to climate change.  

Schools and Education 

 Use the Eco-School programme to make improvements to green infrastructure networks 
and improve habitat connectivity.  

 Educate and train staff to consider green infrastructure in decision making.  

5.1.24 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective. A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  
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SEA Objective 9 – Landscape 

5.1.25 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme. 

5.1.26 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions  

 Protect and enhance landscape character by reducing carbon, offsetting emissions, 
educating and empowering staff to act on climate change targets and embedding energy 
and carbon management into strategic decision making.  

 Use Afforestation projects to enhance the landscape and improve visual amenity. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace  

 Use an agreed landscaping species list to ensure plant life appropriate to the area is used.  
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 Improve townscape character and visual amenity by reviewing brownfield sites and 
identifying opportunity for redevelopment and remediation.  

 Improve visual amenity through rewilding, tree planning and peatland restoration initiatives. 

 Use the climate risk and vulnerability study to identify the landscape and townscape 
features most at risk from climate change.  

Schools and Education  

   Use Eco-Schools projects to enhance landscape character.  

5.1.27 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective. A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 10 – Cultural Heritage 

5.1.28 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

5.1.29 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Use tree planting, rewilding and landscaping projects to enhance, protect and promote the 
historic environment.  
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Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Use the climate risk and vulnerability assessment to identify aspects of cultural heritage 
most at risk from climate change and target actions to address this.  

5.1.1 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 11 – Water Environment 

5.1.2 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective).  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC).  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

5.1.3 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to ensure actions that relate to conservation, protection 
and enhancement of the water environment are implemented.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce water consumption to reduce the amount of water that needs to be extracted from 
bodies of water and produce less waste water reducing the potential harm to the water 
environment from pollution.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Increasing recycling, running litter prevention awareness will have a significant positive 
effect on conserving, protecting and enhancing water environments by reducing risk of 
pollution and contaminants from waste.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Conserve and enhance water environments by identifying how biodiversity can be used to 
support existing climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

 Limit the impacts of land use change and direct development to the most appropriate 
locations and avoid those most likely to have a negative impact on the water environment.  
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 Use rewilding, tree planting and peatland restoration to help protect and conserve the water 
environment by reducing surface run-off, stabilising banks of rivers, streams and burns and 
introducing or re-introducing plants which can help improve water quality. 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Undertake a climate risk and vulnerability assessment to identify risks to the water 
environment and target actions to mitigate these.  

5.1.4 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 12 – Flood Risk 

5.1.5 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

5.1.6 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 
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Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to empower staff to respond to any targets set in 
relation to flood risks.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Use rewilding, tree planting and peatland restoration initiatives can be used to help reduce 
the risk of flooding and mitigate the impacts of flooding 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Undertake a climate risk and vulnerability assessment to identify where the risks from 
flooding are and target actions to mitigate these.  

5.1.7 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 13 – Water Use 

5.1.8 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG. 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.5: Develop and implement an internal water consumption reduction strategy for 
Council buildings.  

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045.  

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  
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 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

5.1.9 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to empower staff to respond to targets being set by 
Climate Change Action Group in relation to Water Use. 

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce water consumption through the development and implementation of the Internal 
Water Consumption Strategy.  

Housing 

 Identify ways to reduce water consumption when identifying energy efficiency 
improvements.  

 Use retrofitting as an opportunity to introduce ways to reduce water consumption.  

Communities and Health 

 Better educate residents and businesses to be more aware of climate change and to reduce 
water consumption.  

5.1.10 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 14 – Air Quality 

5.1.11 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.1: Implementation of net zero and supporting mitigation targets specified within 
WDC Climate Change Strategy (2021); 

 Action 1.2: Adopt a responsible approach to carbon offsetting initiatives where necessary 
to address residual unavoidable emissions. Ensure that the chosen scheme is to a 
‘Woodland Carbon Code’ standard code or similar; 

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG; and,  

 Action 1.4: Ensure energy and carbon management objectives are mainstreamed within 
strategic and operational decision-making.  

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.1: Set a new annual reduction target for all energy consumption in Council 
buildings (exceeding current target); 
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 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.4: Develop and implement an internal energy reduction strategy for Council 
buildings; 

 Action 2.6: Review Council estate to explore the full potential for installation of renewable 
energy technologies. Accelerate implementation of renewables projects where feasible and 
cost effective; 

 Action 2.7: Develop and implement a Renewable Energy Strategy; and, 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 
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 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff; and,  

 Action 5.6: Expand and improve ICT software and technologies to facilitate agile working 
by Council staff to reduce commuting.  

Sustainable Procurement 

 Action 6.1: Develop and implement Sustainability Procurement Guidance and promote their 
implementation throughout the Council; 

 Action 6.2: Develop a pilot to review a supply chain stream or procurement exercise for 
goods or services or contracts/tenders, reviewing overall carbon emissions and 
environmental impacts from cradle to grave; and,  

 Action 6.3: Promote a sustainable approach to procurement of appliances and equipment 
based on energy efficiency and wider sustainability credentials rather than solely cost. 

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.1: Deliver GCR Adaptation Strategy flagship actions (where relevant and feasible); 

 Action 8.2: Benchmark the Council against Adaptation Scotland's Adaptation Capability 
Framework; and, 



SEA Environmental Report Non-Technical Summary 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

41 
 

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

5.1.12 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Implement net-zero and supporting mitigation targets to improve air quality.  

 Offset carbon to address residual emissions to improve air quality.  

 Use the Green Champions Network to empower staff to respond to air quality targets set 
by the CCAG.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Reduce energy consumption in all council and reduce the overall emissions generated and 
use the Internal Energy Reduction Strategy to support this.  

 Use the LHEES to decarbonise the provision of heat and energy and reduce emissions 
associated with heating and powering homes and businesses.  

 Develop and Implement the Renewable Energy Strategy to support the introduction of 
renewable energy technologies into council buildings to reduce emissions and see an 
associated improvement in air quality.  

Housing 

 Increase efficiency through implement building design standards above what is mandatory 
and use alternative fuel sources such as solar panels to reduce the emissions generated 
through heating and powering homes and improving air quality.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Increase recycling, decrease litter and reduce the use of single use plastic to reduce the 
emissions generated from collecting, processing and treating waste. 

Sustainable Travel 

 Encourage and facilitate the use of EVs by making them available to staff and increasing 
charging points to reduce the harmful pollutants from fossil fuel powered vehicles and 
improve air quality.  

 Encourage and facilitate the use of more sustainable modes of travel such as cycling to 
improve air quality.  

Sustainable Procurement 

 Use Procurement Guidance and Strategies to monitor, reduce and consider more carefully 
emissions and use these as factors in the procurement process with the aim of reducing 
the Councils emissions, improving energy efficiency and overall lessening the 
environmental impact of Council Operations which will help to tackle poor air quality. 
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Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Improve air quality by managing woodland and afforestation projects to sequester carbon.  

 Use research to understand how trees and flora can remove greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere.  

 Create ecologically rich environments to improve quality by reducing harmful atmospheric 
pollutants.  

Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation 

 Improve Air Quality by delivering the flagship actions in the GCR Adaptation Strategy.  

 Identify where adaptation to improve air quality is required by undertaking the 
benchmarking exercise against Adaptation Scotland’s Adaptation Capability Framework.  

 Improve Air Quality by undertaking the climate risk and vulnerability assessment and 
identifying actions that can be taken to improve air quality.  

5.1.13 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 15 – Land and Infrastructure 

5.1.14 The following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive (i.e. significant beneficial) 
effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 

Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG. 

Energy, Water & Assets  

 Action 2.2: Deliver recommendations as part of Clydebank area pilot Local Heat and 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES); 

 Action 2.3: Develop further LHEES for all areas of West Dunbartonshire; 

 Action 2.8: Continue to optimise the use of existing assets and buildings, prioritising 
building retrofit, adaptation, re-use and maintenance over new construction (where 
technically feasible and cost effective). 

Housing 

 Action 3.1: Identify and implement further energy efficiency improvements to all existing 
domestic council stock and future developments, whilst minimising overheating risks; 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective); 

 Action 3.3: Implement domestic building sustainability and energy efficiency standards that 
go beyond standard mandatory regulations (where technically feasible and cost effective). 
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In all decisions and practices, the Council will encourage housing delivery (Council led and 
external) to demonstrably contribute to the achievement of net zero emissions by 2045; 
and, 

 Action 3.4: Develop a holistic housing project to tackle fuel poverty and climate change 
using alternative fuel sources.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects.  

Sustainable Travel  

 Action 5.1: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across the 
Council estate (where feasible); 

 Action 5.2: Expand Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and infrastructure across West 
Dunbartonshire (where feasible); 

 Action 5.3: Consolidate and reduce pool fleet, ensuring remaining fossil fuel fleet are 
replaced with Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) or Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) 
where feasible. 

 Action 5.4: Adopt and take action to implement the Sustainable Travel hierarchy (from 
NTS2) for Council staff and communities; 

 Action 5.5: Expand Cycle Friendly Employer (CFE) assessments to more sites whilst 
improving access to and availability of pool bikes and electric bikes and associated 
schemes for Council staff.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Action 7.1: Approve and implement LDP2 Green Network and Green Infrastructure 
Planning Guidance, including reviewing further opportunities for green infrastructure 
enhancements; 

 Action 7.2: Analyse the habitat and sequestration benefits of existing trees and flora across 
the West Dunbartonshire area to better understand how the Council (with partners) can 
increase GHG sequestration; 

 Action 7.3: Develop a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), including initiatives to 
support climate change mitigation, adaptation and sustainability related across West 
Dunbartonshire;  

 Action 7.4: Develop a recommended species list for use in landscaping and for 
developments in parks and/or existing biodiversity areas; and,  

 Action 7.5: Review vacant brownfield and greenfield sites to identify their potential to adopt 
a green infrastructure first approach and/or integrate nature-based solutions (where 
appropriate) in order to limit the impacts of Land Use Change (LUC). 
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Climate Impacts, Risk and Adaptation  

 Action 8.3: Undertake a Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment to shape the 
implementation of CCAP actions and inform development of further climate action (i.e. the 
next CCAP).  

5.1.15 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions 

 Use the Green Champions Network to ensure Actions relating to the sustainable use of 
land and infrastructure and responded to.  

Energy, Water and Assets 

 Prioritise retrofit, reuse and maintenance of existing assets and buildings to ensure land 
and infrastructure are being used sustainably. 

Housing 

 Sustainably manage the councils housing stock and ensure energy efficiency.  

 Prioritise retrofit, reuse and maintenance of domestic property to ensure land and 
infrastructure are being used sustainably.  

Waste and Circular Economy 

 Reduce the amount of land required for landfill.  

Sustainable Travel 

 Use council infrastructure to meet an identified need for new EV charging points.  

 Meet the new for access to sustainable modes of travel through provision of infrastructure 
for bikes and e-bikes.  

Biodiversity, Landscape and Greenspace 

 Enhance green infrastructure networks.  

 Use land sustainably for GHG sequestration.  

 Develop brownfield sites and reduce the need to use greenfield sites for new development 
and the need for new infrastructure.  

5.1.16 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  

SEA Objective 16 – Waste Management 

5.1.17 As detailed in Appendix C, the following proposed actions are predicted to have Major Positive 
(i.e. significant beneficial) effects on aspects of this SEA Objective: 
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Overarching Actions  

 Action 1.3: Develop a proactive and responsive Green Champions network to empower 
staff and respond to the targets and actions set by the CCAG.  

Housing 

 Action 3.2: Consider retrofit, renovation and maintenance of existing domestic buildings 
over the construction of new buildings and developments (where technically feasible and 
cost effective).  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Action 4.1: Implement and monitor a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy 
- including standards, targets, guidance and infrastructure improvements; 

 Action 4.2: Develop a new materials/resources transfer station; 

 Action 4.3: Research and implement alternative and/or innovative waste recycling and 
circular economy facilities and projects; 

 Action 4.4: Undertake a review and implement recommendations (where feasible) to 
reduce food waste and food miles in all Council buildings and schools; 

 Action 4.5: For procurement under £50k, ensure that no single-use plastics (SUP) items 
are purchased or used within Council schools and buildings. Where feasible, the Council 
will purchase sustainable alternatives or adapt behaviours to reduce the need for non-
sustainable procurement; and, 

 Action 4.6: All Council staffed sites to include waste segregation at source facilities and 
signage (where feasible) to encourage and facilitate circular economy practices. 

Schools and Education  

 Action 9.1: Ensure all schools achieve Eco-Schools Green Flag status by 2025 and 
increase participation in the Eco Schools programme; 

 Action 9.2: Embed Climate Change and Sustainability into staff CPD plans and develop 
training for Councillors and senior officers; and,  

 Action 9.3: Review gaps in staff knowledge on Climate Change and develop training 
sessions to encourage net zero behaviours; 

Communities and Health  

 Action 10.1: Develop a Climate Change Community Forum to underpin more proactive and 
engaged discussions and climate actions by the local community; and,  

 Action 10.2: Support West Dunbartonshire businesses in becoming carbon neutral and 
climate resilient.  

5.1.18 Whilst not at the level of setting out detailed proposals, relevant actions directly contribute to 
this SEA Objective as they provide a supportive high-level framework to: 

Overarching Actions  

 Empower staff to respond to targets being set by Climate Change Action Group 
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Housing  

 Retrofit, renovate, and maintain existing domestic buildings reducing the amount of waste 
generated through construction.  

Waste and Circular Economy  

 Implement a new Circular Economy and Waste Reduction Strategy.  

 Better manage and process waste at a new materials/waste transfer station.  

 Reduce food waste.  

 Improve rates of recycling.  

Schools and Education 

 Educating school children and staff about sustainability and climate change 

 Better educate residents and businesses to be more aware of climate change and to reduce 
waste.  

Communities and Health  

 Work with communities and businesses to reduce consumption and overall waste.  

5.1.19 None of the proposed actions are predicted to have negative (i.e. adverse) effects on this SEA 
Objective.  A range of other proposed thematic actions are predicted to have Minor Positive 
effects on this SEA objective. A number of other thematic actions have no clear relationship with 
this SEA objective due to the absence of coverage of relevant issues.  
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6 Further Enhancement and Mitigation Measures  

6.1 Overview 

6.1.1 The settled draft version of the Draft CCAP was provided to Stantec UK in May 2021 to allow a 
formal SEA of its substantive content to be undertaken. This SEA was then undertaken on a 
pre-mitigation basis (but taking account of all pre-assessment recommendations already 
incorporated into the CCAP). This allowed any remaining ambiguities and other weaknesses to 
be identified and appropriate mitigation and enhancement recommendations to be devised by 
the SEA project team.  

6.1.2 In the absence of any Major Negative (likely significant adverse) effects being predicted through 
the assessment presented in Section 6 and Appendix C of the full ER, no further changes to 
the Draft CCAP were recommended or considered necessary prior to the finalisation of the Draft 
CCAP for consultation. The following limited ‘further’ mitigation enhancement recommendations 
to maximise clarity, effectiveness and integration with other plans were however identified by 
the SEA project team for consideration by WDC post-consultation alongside reviewing all 
comments received in respect of the Draft CCAP and the ER: 

 Consider the implications of the GCR CAS once finalised (anticipated to occur during the 
consultation on the Draft CCAP and this ER) and consider whether any additional actions 
or other changes are needed to maximise the contribution of the CCAP to the delivery of 
regional flagship actions and priorities; 

 Confirm resourcing requirements and budget allocations to ensure effective and timely 
delivery of proposed actions, especially those which will require dedicated capital and/or 
revenue funding;  

 Confirm arrangements for each Council service area to implement actions assigned to 
them alongside or as part of the implementation of existing delivery plans; and, 

 Confirm mechanisms for stakeholder and community engagement to embed partnership 
working into the delivery of relevant actions.  
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7 Conclusion  

7.1 Summary of Environmental Report 

7.1.1 This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
Environmental Report (ER) has provided a summary of the findings of a SEA carried out in 
respect of the Draft West Dunbartonshire Council Climate Change Action Plan (the Draft 
CCAP).  

7.2 Next Stages of WDC CCAP Preparation and SEA 

7.2.1 This NTS and the SEA ER Report will be consulted on in tandem with the Draft CCAP. All 
representation received regarding the documents will then be analysed by WDC officers and 
Stantec to determine whether any changes are needed to the CCAP prior to finalisation of the 
plan and approved by WDC. Once any post-consultation changes have been incorporated into 
the CCAP, the final document will be presented to a meeting of a relevant WDC Committee for 
consideration with an officer recommendation for immediate approval. At this time, a SEA Post 
Adoption Statement will be prepared to explain how the SEA process has closely informed the 
development of the CCAP and to provide an appropriate monitoring framework. 

7.3 Monitoring  

WDC Climate Change Action Group 

7.3.1 As with the Council’s CCS, the CCAP is a cross-service document that sets out shared 
responsibilities, with specific actions being owned by a relevant service area and 
implementation supported by other relevant service areas. To ensure the CCAP is delivered 
effectively a new Climate Change Action Group (CCAG) has been launched being led by the 
Council’s Sustainability Team and involving senior management from each of the Council’s 
service areas, ensuring shared responsibility of climate targets for their own service areas. The 
CCAG will be accountable for the operational delivery of the CCAP.  Every five years the CCAP 
will be subject to a full review, resulting in the preparation of an updated CCAP.  

SEA Monitoring Framework 

7.3.2 A monitoring framework will be prepared as part of the SEA process to provide a mechanism to 
confirm the effectiveness of delivering individual actions as set out in the Action Plan and to 
identify associated environmental effects. The monitoring framework will also further specify 
delivery mechanisms associated with individual actions and to review the overall 
implementation of the Action Plan. To allow the development of a monitoring framework to take 
account of all comments received regarding the scope and delivery of proposed actions as set 
out in the Draft CCAP, the monitoring framework will be prepared following consultation and 
included within the finalised CCAP and an accompanying SEA Post Adoption Statement. 
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Appendix A  SEA Framework 

Table A.1: WDC CCAP SEA Framework 

SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

1. WDC mitigation: Respond to the climate emergency by achieving 
net zero operational emissions by 2045. 

• Support the achievement of Scottish Government climate change mitigation targets? 

• Maximise potential reductions from WDC in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions? 

2. Wider mitigation action: Support the transition to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions across West Dunbartonshire.  

• Support the minimisation of energy use? 

• Support the delivery of renewable and low carbon energy and reduce dependency on non-
renewable sources? 

• Facilitate investment in and promote the use of low carbon and sustainable infrastructure? 

• Promote sustainable design that minimises GHG emissions and is adaptable to the effects of 
climate change? 

• Help reduce actual emissions from the food system? 

3. Climate resilience: Increase resilience (environmental, community 
and infrastructure) to the impacts of climate change. 

• Implement adaptation measures to address the likely effects of climate change? 

• Increase the resilience of people, infrastructure and the natural environment to the impacts of 
climate change, including flood risk, extreme weather and temperature? 

4. Inclusive growth: Meet population needs and improve social and 
economic prosperity for all, including through reducing inequalities 
and ensuring social inclusion. 

 

• Address infrastructure needs resulting from existing and changing demographic and socio-
economic conditions? 

• Protect and enhance access to high quality community facilities, public services and key 
amenities? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Promote a culture of equality, fairness and respect for people and the environment? 

• Tackle poverty and social exclusion? 

• Promote social cohesion and integration? 

• Reduce fuel poverty? 

• Help to reduce inequalities, particularly for those people and communities most vulnerable to 
climate impacts? 

5. Health: Improve the health of the population (resident, workplace and 
visitor), including with respect to physical and mental health and 
social wellbeing. 

• Promote health enhancing environments, behaviours and activities for local communities? 

• Reduce health inequalities and improve the physical and mental health and wellbeing of 
communities? 

• Facilitate or encourage active travel or physical recreation? 

• Enhance access to open spaces and nature? 

• Promote healthier lifestyles and promote the benefits associated with a rich natural 
environment?  

• Improve quality, quantity and equality of access to green and blue space and increase 
opportunities for recreation? 

6. Biodiversity and geodiversity: Conserve, protect and enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity interests including protected habitats, 
species and woodlands.   

• Ensure appropriate safeguards for the integrity and conservation objectives of sites designated 
at international, national or local levels for reasons of biodiversity or geodiversity value or 
species protection? 

• Protect and enhance valued species and habitats? 

• Safeguard against habitat loss or fragmentation? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Protect and enhance native and ancient woodland? 

• Promotes nature-based solutions in adapting to, and mitigating, the effects of climate change? 

7. Soil: Remediate contaminated land and protect peatlands and soil 
resources 

• Remediate known contamination of land and groundwater? 

• Safeguard best quality and locally important agricultural land? 

• Protect and enhance important soil resources? 

8. Green Infrastructure: Maintain and enhance green infrastructure 
networks and improve habitat connectivity. 

• Protect and enhance ecological connectivity and resilience?  

• Protect and improve multi-functional attributes of the green infrastructure network? 

• Support delivery of biodiversity net gain and wider net environmental gain? 

9. Landscape: Protect and enhance landscape character, landscape 
features, townscape character and visual amenity.  

• Protect and enhance landscape character? 

• Safeguard important landscape and townscape features? 

• Avoid adverse effects on protected landscapes? 

• Protect visual amenity and valued views? 

10. Cultural heritage: Protect, enhance and promote the historic 
environment, including heritage assets, historic townscapes and their 
unique landscape settings. 

• Conserve, protect and enhance historic environment assets of national, regional and local 
importance and their settings? 

• Protect, enhance and manage the character, setting and appearance of historic landscapes, 
maintaining local character, distinctiveness and sense of place? 
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SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Reduce the potential impact of climate change on the historic environment, including heritage 
assets (designated and undesignated) and their setting? 

• Promote sensitive re-use and regeneration of historic buildings and historic townscapes? 

11. Water environment: Conserve, protect and enhance water 
environments, water quality and water resources.   

• Improve the quality and WFD status (overall, chemical and ecological) of waterbodies? 

• Affect the volume of surface water runoff into or abstraction from water bodies? 

12. Flood risk: Reduce the risk of flooding from all sources and mitigate 
impacts of flooding and droughts using nature-based solutions 
whenever possible. 

• Support a whole river catchment approach to flooding through the development of flood 
prevention (including natural flood management) and regeneration programmes including the 
development of SUDS and blue/green infrastructure? 

• Enhance resilience to and minimise the risk of flooding from all sources of flooding to all 
people, property, infrastructure and environmental assets? 

• Manage and reduce flood risks to WDC assets? 

• Manage residual flood risks appropriately and avoid new flood risks? 

13. Water use: Ensure sustainable use of water. 

• Reduce water use? 

• Increase the efficiency of water use? 

• Support improvements to water infrastructure (supply, drainage and sewerage)? 

14. Air quality: Tackle poor air quality, reduce concentrations of harmful 
atmospheric pollutants and minimise exposure to noise and vibration. 

• Maintain or improve air quality? 

• Reduce exposure to poor air quality? 

• Support measures for the reduction of congestion and traffic levels? 



SEA Environmental Report Non-Technical Summary 

West Dunbartonshire Climate Change Action Plan 
 

 

53 
 

SEA Objective  Assessment Criteria – Will the CCAP action…? 

• Prevent and reduce emissions of harmful pollutants? 

15. Land and infrastructure: Manage and improve the efficient and 
sustainable use of land and infrastructure to meet identified needs. 

• Support housing provision to meet identified needs? 

• Prioritise the re-development of previously developed land? 

• Support the provision of adequate infrastructure and services to meet identified population 
needs and support economic growth? 

• Support the protection and enhancement of buildings, infrastructure and transport network? 

• Increase the resilience of infrastructure and material assets to the impacts of climate change 
(including flood risk, extreme weather and temperature)? 

• Support the delivery of existing and emerging spatial strategies at national, regional and local 
levels? 

• Support better integration of infrastructure development, land-use/spatial planning, transport 
planning and economic development decisions? 

• Achieve high quality sustainable design for buildings, spaces and the public realm? 

16. Waste management: Contribute to the implementation of the circular 
economy, promote recycling and manage waste with minimal 
environmental impact. 

• Encourage the sustainable use of material assets and minimise waste generation? 

• Implement circular economy principles? 

• Support the transition to a circular economy? 

• Treat and process waste with minimal environmental impact? 
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