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Open Space Analysis
Introduction
The Council in conjunction with Greenspace Scotland undertook an analysis of the provision of
open space existing in West Dunbartonshire to assist with the aim of developing open space
standards for the Council area.
The aim is to provide standards which take into account accessibility, quantity and quality.
Analysis of accessibility and quantity is set out in this report. Assessment of the quality of open
spaces was undertaken as part of the Councils Open Space Strategy and Audit.
Greenspace mapping provided by AECOM and Greenspace Scotland was used to identify
usable public open spaces based on the following PAN65 sub-sets - public parks (public parks
and gardens), amenity greenspace (residential), play space (play space for children and
teenagers, playing fields), green corridors (green access routes, riparian routes), natural/seminatural greenspace (woodland, open semi-natural, open water), allotments & community
growing spaces, burial grounds (churchyards and cemeteries) and civic space.

Accessibility of Open Space
With regard to accessibility of provision areas of open space greater than 1 hectare were
identified and buffers were applied to show those areas within 300m of these. The one hectare
threshold was chosen as it is considered to provide an area of multi-use open space and 300m
as this was considered a reasonable walking distance for children. Accessibility to open space
can also be affected by ‘barriers’ such as major transport routes and waterways. The A82, railway
lines, canal/river were considered as significant barriers which may stop people from accessing
an open space area. Maps 1-3 show in red those areas that lie beyond 300m of a 1 hectare
useable open space also taking into account these physical barriers.
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Quantity of Open Space
With regard to quantity of provision, the urban area was also broken down into smaller analysis
areas based on the accessibility barriers to open space mentioned previously (major transport
routes and waterways). The areas identified are shown in the table on Map 4. The provision of
usable open space per hectare per 1000 residents was calculated for each of these areas. An
average provision of over 6 hectares per 1000 residents was calculated for the West
Dunbartonshire areas as a whole. Key areas highlighted as having open space provision less
than this are Old Kilpatrick and Mountblow, and Drumry and Whitecrook. Milton and Bowling
and Castlehill and Brucehill have higher than average provision of usable open space when
compared to resident population.

Conclusions
Average provision of open space in West Dunbartonshire is around 6 ha per 1000 residents. This
would seem an appropriate level on which to base the requirement of open space through new
residential development. The type of open space contribution that will be sought could be
based upon the accessibility and quantity analysis, such that new open space is sought in areas
of deficiency and an improvement to quality or contribution to the wider Green Network is
sought in areas of sufficiency.
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